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‘a more perfect unity’

» INSIDE this issu e
from the leader
» Letter
Jill Robertson

2009 - a time for unity and for
healing of the nations
‘The single most dramatic section of
the Inauguration speech was the part
addressed to the Muslim world. After
eight years in which George Bush has
regularly demonised and patronised
the Muslim world, often in language
deliberately drawn from the Bible,
Barak Obama’s words, given extra
impetus from the occasion, seem intended
to make a clear break. He offered a
new way forward based on mutual
interest and mutual respect.’
The Guardian,
London, 21 January 2009
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As I listened to Obama’s inaugural
speech and reflected on my friend’s email, I became convinced that in global
terms this particular time in human
affairs is providing us all with a fresh
opportunity for unity and healing
among the nations. Words, however
powerful, must now be turned into
practical deeds – a view expressed by
the Australian Prime Minister Kevin
Rudd in 2008 after his public apology

We are in the midst of one of the most
momentous days in American history.
As I write this e-mail, I am listening
to a re-play of Barack’s speech. How
extraordinary to be moved to tears
without sentimentality, to realise
that language has been restored to our
leadership, that intellect is to be prized
and that a tolerance for ambiguity is
where our strength lies.
P
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I truly believe that they all will be
transformed by the transforming mind
and presence of our new President, and
by his vision for a more tender nation.
It is a time for healing. We do, indeed,
celebrate – and find a new dedication
to humankind, to generosity and to
a restored sense of the possibilities for
beauty. Love, Alan.

Dear Peter,

I

From the Editor
» Word
Bonita Frank

I became so aware of how much in
thrall our country has been for eight
years while so many of us stood by feeling
impotent and desperate. I’ve seen it in
the self-absorption of my students, their
lack of concern at the crumbling moral
structure of this country. Only some of
the foreign students were able to measure
and respond to the depth of depravity
into which we had fallen. They had the
perspective. The others have only known
America at its worst in their youth and
early adulthood.

Barack Obama was sworn in as the 44th
American president on January 20th.
A few hours after the Inauguration
which, it is estimated, was seen by
every second person on the planet, I
received this e-mail from a friend who
is a college teacher in Boston.
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‘a more perfect unity’ . . . continued

to actually sacrifice for them, over
and over in silent gestures of love.
That is ‘freedom’ – the alternative is
unconsciousness, a life lived bereft of
compassion, or of the seeds of hope.
And it is through ‘community’ that
we more easily discern, and walk with,
these other default settings.

on behalf of the Government to the
Indigenous peoples.
These practical steps begin in our
everyday living, not just in the
corridors of power. It is time to retreat
from that arrogant intolerance which
has been a feature of fundamentalism
in all of the world’s great religions in
these last years. The belief that ‘we
are right, you are wrong’ has led us to
endless conflict, bloodshed and death
in many parts of the world. The tragedy
is that many Christians, Muslims,
Hindus and Jews still believe that
such violence is God-ordained. This
seemingly endless blood-shedding
has also taken our eyes away from the
basic necessity for meaningful global
justice, and for a new understanding
of this beautiful, but wounded planet,
which is our shared home.

Peter Millar

that have yielded wealth, comfort and
personal freedom. Wallace expressed
this truth powerfully when he wrote:
‘It is the freedom to be lords of our
own skull-sized kingdoms, alone at
the centre of creation.’

Yet our human condition is not
static, and as the global financial
crisis deepens, many are thinking
about those things which actually
matter in life and which enhance our
shared humanity. The late American
writer David Foster Wallace used
to speak of the individual’s ‘default
setting.’ By this he meant our basic
self-centredness. We may not talk
much about it because it is socially
repulsive to think of self-centredness
as our default setting, hard-wired into
us at birth, but it is pretty much the
same for us all, deep down. Other
people’s thoughts and feelings have
to be communicated to us somehow,
but our own are always, immediate,
urgent and real.

However it is also true that - in their own
ways - both President Obama’s speech
and Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s
apology to the Aboriginal peoples
reflected another range of freedoms
within the individual. Freedoms
which through the centuries have been
rooted in a spiritual understanding of
life. And the question facing us all is
this. Is it still possible that qualities
such as awareness, effort, and inner
discipline can collectively constitute
another default setting within us? Are
we in fact more than our skull-sized
kingdoms, despite all the pressures of
society to encourage self-centredness?
My own belief is that we have more
than one default setting within us.
That is why I am so encouraged by
the theology and spirituality of such
groups as the Iona Community
and Wellspring Community. These
groups hold out to us alternative
default settings such as our human
ability to care about others, and

Up till now, our culture has not
discouraged us from operating on this
default setting. The world of arms, of
money and of power has hummed
along on the fuel of fear and contempt;
of frustration and craving - and the
worship of self. Our culture has in
fact harnessed these forces in ways
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The task ahead is be alive to God’s
presence, to Christ’s light, and
through that energy to do all in our
strength to encourage in ourselves,
and in others, every expression of an
out-reaching compassion. This, as
President Obama’s speech pointed
out, is never a romantic notion. It is
the love of God in action – a truth
strongly expressed in the prayers at his
Inauguration. Such an understanding
of God’s presence is going to take us
out of our comfort zones and into
various forms of suffering. Suffering
for others, both locally and globally.
So our daily prayer (yes, daily!) is that
we may keep moving beyond our
skull-sized kingdoms into openness,
risk-taking, and self- sacrifice.
Some years ago, the great British
international aid agency Christian Aid
– which, throughout the world, walks
alongside many who know the reality
of daily poverty - shared this prayer. It
is a prayer which can sustain all of us
as we seek a greater understanding of
and a lasting healing for our human
family.
Loving God, take our hands, take our
lives, ordinary as wheat or cornmeal,
– our stumbling generosity, our simple
actions – and find them good enough
to help prepare the feast for all your
people.
Peter Millar
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Letter from the Leader
‘A more perfect unity’: this catchy
phrase was not one I was familiar with
from recent days, but I am assured
that Barack Obama used the phrase
during his election campaign. On
looking up Google for other times
it is used I was presented with many
occasions, and most of them to do
with the Christian church! We don’t
have a good reputation for already
achieving unity, do we?
So how can this phrase be a relevant
one for us in Wellspring Community
in 2009? I was pondering on what sort
of unity we already have, as a jumping
off point for thinking of it becoming
more perfect. I see a unity of outlook
on the world and its needs. I see a unity
of people enjoying companionship
and encouragement for their passion
for justice and peace through their
faith in Jesus Christ. I think those are
the two main ones.

Jill Robertson
relaxed and comfortable, in fact it
probably won’t be, but it is right.
One of the reasons for having a
National Gathering every two years
is so people of the Community, and
others who are interested in who we
are, can meet and talk and listen and
grow in our understanding of what
God wants of us. We have the chance
to experience that special sort of unity
that is not easy to accomplish in a
dispersed community like ours, by
being face to face with each other. We
are striving towards ‘a more perfect
unity’ by our very presence and
participation in the Gathering.
I hope that if it is at all possible you
have registered for Called to Create…
in Canberra in March. We have tried

As a leadership team Mary and I see
our role as one of helping this unity
to continue and to grow and flourish.
Will we ever become ‘perfect’ or even
‘more perfect’? Don’t despair, it just
may be possible! I always used to feel
defeated by Jesus’ words recorded in
Matthew 5:48: You must be perfect
– just as your Father in heaven is
perfect! How can we ever become
as perfect as God? However, when I
looked up the definitions of perfect in
the dictionary I found something that
encouraged me no end, so I want to
pass it on to you too.

=

PRAYER IN A TIME OF SUFFERING

As we send our love and remember the people suffering so unimaginably
after the bush fires in Victoria we share this prayer for them.
God, our refuge and strength, we feel afraid and vulnerable.
The daily patterns of our life have been interrupted by nature’s violence
		 and tragedy.
We mourn with those who have lost loved ones.
We pray for those who have perpetrated this horrible act.
In our confusion, grant us your guidance.
In our sorrow, grant us your comfort.
In our despair, fill us with your hope.
In our brokenness, make us whole.
We commit ourselves anew to be channels of your peace and builders
		 of your justice.
In the name of Christ, Amen.
		 (from the Anabaptist [AAANZ] website)
We remember also the people affected by flooding in Queensland.

One of the definitions in the Macquarie
Dictionary is completely suited for a
particular purpose or occasion. Now
that gives us a bit more hope, doesn’t
it? God is completely suited for God’s
role and we can be perfectly suited for
our role. We then have to work on
what our particular purpose is, but
I believe God leads us there and we
can know when we are at the centre
of God’s will for us. There is a feeling
of rightness and peace. It may not be
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to organise a varied program that
addresses our areas of concern with the
strong link of spirituality and worship
through all things. The worship will
be a highlight each and every day with
Trisha Watts as our worship leader.
She has a wonderful way of leading
people into the presence of God,
which is the essence of worship. If
you are unable to be with us, and we
quite understand that it is impossible
for some of you, then you may like to
pause at 9am each of the days of the
Gathering and be with us in spirit for
as long as you are able.
Our unity does not come from all
thinking and acting the same as each
other. Our unity is from detecting the
oneness that comes from all of us, with
our different passions, finding our
inspirational base for life in our faith in
Jesus Christ. This is our fundamental
unity and we will continue to work
towards it being more and more
suited for our particular purpose – or
in other words, a more perfect unity
– in Christ.
Mary and I are looking forward to
meeting as many of you as possible at
the Gathering and please know that
we will be uplifting everyone in prayer
each day.
Jill Robertson
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A Word from the Editor
different calibre to the previous one.
And the hopes not just of the people
of the USA but of the entire world rest
on his shoulders. We are glad, but a
little anxious too. We have such high
hopes – impossible hopes, perhaps
– that he will bring about the peace
and the unity that we so desire.

The reflections in Gathered and
Scattered are part of my daily
devotions. You will be familiar with
the following thoughts but it is worth
repeating them:
Personally, I derive much … comfort
and inspiration in the idea of a God
who is ‘closer than breathing’, the very
ground of our being. This shifts the
entire focus of the divine away from
distant inaccessibility, to an immediate
immanent presence within every one
of us, constantly present and constantly
loving. Thus, not only is God the very
essence and core of my own being, there is
also ‘that of God’ in every person I meet.
The Nepalese greeting Namaste, usually
coupled with a folding of the hands and
a bow, means ‘The God within me greets
the God within you.’
(Helen Steven, Month 1, Day 27,
Gathered and Scattered,
Wild Goose Publications 2007)

Will Barack Obama succeed? For
me, he is saying the ‘right’ things, the
things I want to hear from a leader. He
is intelligent, open minded, generous,
inclusive and has a deep compassion
for people. That’s a good start. He has
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Bonita Frank

Australia had invited the Anglican,
Methodist, Congregational, Baptist
and Churches of Christ communions
to discuss the new denomination’s
‘Articles of Doctrine and the Church,’
and ‘to help prepare the way for the
formation of a Basis of Union.’

Doug Hewitt
The night of the 22 June 1977 was
a moment of great euphoria in the
movement for Christian Unity in
this country, and a step towards the
fulfilment of Christ’s prayer in the
Garden of Gethsemane ‘that they
may all be one…. that the world may
believe.’ It was the culmination of
over 70 years of draft proposals that
three of the mainstream churches in
Australia should become one. In fact
in 1901, the first General Assembly
of the new Presbyterian Church of

Again I am privileged to be editing
Pipeline at a time when big things
are happening. Just a year ago on
13 February, Prime Minister Kevin
Rudd made his apology speech in
the Australian Parliament. This
year, on the world stage, we witness
the inauguration of a new President
(who happens to be a black man) in
the USA, one who is of an entirely
I

Pipeline attempts to reflect the spirit
of the times, and so we also turn our
thoughts to the almost overwhelming
problem of recent days: the financial
meltdown. This is a time for Wellspring
people to respond generously and with
deep compassion in caring for those
who will suffer most.

Dreaming of Christian Unity:
Has the movement to become
‘One in Christ’ stalled?

Each of us will have different thoughts
about the theme, ‘a more perfect
unity,’ thoughts arising from our
individual needs and experiences. I
feel that Helen’s reflections touch
on the heart of what a Christian
means by ‘unity’. Without God at
the very heart of our efforts to bring
about reconciliation, justice, peace
and healing, within ourselves, our
families, communities, nations and
the environment, we labour in vain.
Love must be at the heart of what we
do, and unconditional forgiveness. We
must see ‘that of God’ in everyone.

P

a vision, and he can motivate people.
Most important of all, he gives all of
us hope. And he dares us to believe
that ‘we can do it’.
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Ultimately it was only the
Congregational, Methodist and
Presbyterian Churches that adopted
the final Basis of Union, and ‘seeking
to bear witness to that unity which
is both Christ’s gift and will for
the Church,’ consummated their
union in Sydney Town Hall, on
that auspicious evening. The steps
towards the formation of the Uniting
Church in Australia are thoroughly
documented in Frank Engel’s two
volumes Christians in Australia, and
particularly in Volume 2: Times of
Change 1918 – 1978.
The Basis of Union for that act of grace
contains a clear commitment to seek
a wider unity under the guidance of
God’s Spirit, and the choice of the
name ‘Uniting’ rather than ‘United’
implies that the process of union
9
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is incomplete. Despite continuing
discussions between the Uniting and
other Australian churches, thirty years
later there is no sign of a widening
of the union. It is worth noting that
currently there are five active bilateral dialogues, and two dormant
discussions, in which the Uniting
Church is involved with other
Australian churches. It has also been a
very active participant in the National
Covenant signed by the fifteen
member churches of the National
Council of Churches in Australia in
Adelaide in 2004.

by more than one congregation.
A few examples of joint worship
have developed in rural areas where
contracting
congregations
have
compelled the introduction of shared
services. But a failure to recognise
one another’s ministries, or the
sacrament of the Eucharist, seems
an insurmountable barrier to further
unions. Thirty years ago, in fields such
as social justice, the production of an
annual national statement was done
ecumenically without dispute, but
some churches now prefer to produce
their own, rather than combine in a
joint effort. Earlier cooperation in
theological education through state
colleges of divinity and other shared
agreements has now almost collapsed,
and each church is reverting to its
own arrangement for the education
for ordained and lay ministry.

Internationally, the member churches
of the World Council of Churches
have been responding in the last three
years to the WCC 9th Assembly’s
landmark statement Called to be
the One Church. This document
is subtitled ‘An invitation to the
churches to renew their commitment
to the search for unity and to deepen
their dialogue.’ The official UC
response describes the many forms of
cooperation between churches, some
of which like the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity date back to a century
ago. It correctly states that the UCA is
the only member church to commit
itself to all the forms of sharing that
are listed in ‘Australian Churches
Covenanting Together,’ mentioned
above.
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God, in the pain of the journey,
I feel worthless, forlorn.
My heart’s desire is to know You
Even though my mind is torn.
Torn by a sense of confusion!
All creation cries out in despair!
For we’ve ravaged the earth and its
beauty.
And so few of us here seem to care.
My heart’s desire is to know You.
And knowing is to be truly known.
You’ve given Yourself so freely
As a death on a cross has shown.
Now I move on this earth more
gently.
More able to pause and to praise.
Though I weep bitter tears, carry
sorrow
It’s to you my arms I will raise.

In this reflection on the current state
of Christian Unity I have expressed
the frustration of many who have
had a long commitment to working
ecumenically. The call that came
through the Lund Declaration in
1952 is as vital today at it was in the
middle of the 20th century:

I’ll not carry a yoke of slavery.
Simply hold to a cross of grace.
I await with great expectation
The move of Your Spirit, your
pace.
For in loving we know life’s deep
meaning.
In waiting, we learn how to stand.
By faith we press on to know You.
Come show Yourself Lord of this
land.

‘Should not our churches ask
themselves whether they are
showing sufficient eagerness
to enter into conversation with
other churches, and whether
they should not act together
in all matters except those
in which deep differences of
conviction compel them to act
separately?’

Once, the planning of new church
properties was done cooperatively,
and in several instances buildings
were constructed that could be shared
I

Psalm 119 v 28:
My soul is weary with sorrow.
Strengthen me according to your
word.

Ecumenical councils are contracting
as financial support from the member
churches fails to increase, and most are
a mere shell of what they once were.
Alternative approaches to funding
from churches could enable joint
appointments to be seconded to the
national or state councils, to ensure
that ecumenical work can continue.
Other contributions in kind could
provide free office space, so that
decreasing funds were not swallowed
up in rent. This would indicate
renewed commitment to striving
together in the name of Christ.

Despite the achievements in
cooperation that can be described it is
difficult to perceive that any Australian
church shows a sense of urgency in
the move towards unity. There are
many indications in recent years that
the earlier commitment has been lost
in shoring up the denominations. For
example, whereas member churches
were once fully committed to the
priority of the Christmas Bowl as
the ‘Australian churches’ appeal
for aid and development,’ each
of the denominations now has its
own overseas aid appeal, which will
obviously compete for giving by the
members of those churches.

P

A Psalm
of Lament
A Song of
Paradox

Psalm 119: 32
I run in the path of your
commands, for you have set my
heart free.
© Di Shearer, October 2008

Doug Hewitt
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Dispersed Community
unlike our icon, the windmill, which
by comparison seems structured and
mechanical. At times, I’ve felt very
frustrated; at other times, thankful for
a deep sense of community. At least
the windmill can freewheel in the
wind.

I’m not sure where I first read or
heard the term ‘engaged spirituality’.
The concept became focused for me
much earlier when our SA Contact
Person, Valerie Bennett, spoke of ‘a
contemporary spirituality with a social
justice edge’. Attempting to hold
in tuneful tension with each other a
community as dispersed as we are and
our various approaches to spirituality
is no small undertaking. This is
especially so within an activist frame
of reference. It’s never easy to define a
contemplative moment. But a ‘Wow!’
is one. A cheer may be another! A
silent stillness definitely! It all depends
how deeply we go in that moment
into our true selves where God resides.
It also depends on the extent to which
connection and relationship take place
with God and others as we do.

Kathy Galloway’s visit at our last
Gathering called us into a new era,
an era of becoming more deeply and
authentically Australian and Christian.
That is the journey we are on. It is
a call to find our ‘one demanding
common task’ while spread across the
nation. It is an invitation to hold both
spirit and engagement together in all
that we do. It is a challenge to worship
in new and creative ways.
Wellspring Well-Sprung!
When the Editor invited me to write
a short article for this Pipeline, I had
just been confirmed as the Contact
Person for South Australia. I had
taken the theme ‘Wellspring: Wellsprung’ to a summer luncheon which
was attended by almost half our listed
friends and members in SA. It was also
a healthy sign to have apologies from
the vast majority of the remaining half.
I was encouraging each one to find the
way in which they are a spring (as in a
mattress). I needed to listen carefully

Over the past decade, I have been a
friend and member of Wellspring in
South Australia and through recent
visits to Queensland, Western Australia
and Tasmania have come to appreciate
the diversity and the common sense
of calling we have as members and
friends - focused so helpfully in our
areas of concern. This is also evident
within the teleconferences which link
remote Wellspringers. Foundational
to this journey has been my two
week visit to Iona at the turn of the
millennium, and the visits of Peter
(and Dorothy) Millar and Kathy
Galloway to Australia.
When I was invited to consider
nomination as Contact Person for
Spirituality and Worship, my first
reaction was that I could not take the
position without being pro-active.
There was/is no job description and
little expectation apart from being
available for enquiries and being
aware of potential resources. Over
four years, I have lived with this lovely
looseness of our Community, most
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to both willingness and resistance to
this theme.
I want to thank publicly the four
couples and two singles who have
nurtured me within the Community
here: The Balls, the Bennetts, the
Cockingtons and the Goodlucks with
Jean Stirling and Jane Pitman. As well,
it has been great to see an engaged
spirituality in action through the
faithful and demanding activity of the
Hawkins and the McGaws in refugee
advocacy and relief. Quieter and newer
friends have been deeply appreciated
each in their own way as well. We are
already well-sprung in South Australia,
as in other States. Please pray for us as
we move on in support for integrated
activist and contemplative ministries
and in on-going fellowship with each
other. Please come and visit SA,
if you can and please don’t be shy
about accepting our invitation to
hospitality.
A tribute to Valerie Bennett
The luncheon mentioned above was
held at Val and Norm Bennett’s place,
where we’ve often been made to feel
at home. Val has been crucial to my
formation within Wellspring. I am
deeply grateful that we are able to be
open and honest with each other, even

Mandala created at the Wellspring SA Retreat, 2008
Each symbol contributed was significant for individuals in their prayer and action
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over sensitive matters. I’m sure others
join me, Val, in commending you to
God and saying a hearty ‘Well done!’
As we do, we know that you’ll remain
active among us with insights born of
experience and thoughtful in-depth
reading.

Economics and Theology
- the Financial Crisis

For meetings in SA, we also make
good use of a chapel which is centrally
located at a public facility called
Disability SA (formerly the Julia Farr
Centre and when I was a child, called
The Home for Incurables!!). One
resident comes to our meeting in her
wheel chair! Hopefully, our ministry
of support to the Chaplain there
and to the residents will grow new
shoots as we engage with that facility
and offer a spirituality that embraces
woundedness.

The financial crises have provided
an opening for some Christian
commentators to take cheap shots
at the institutions of capitalism, and
economists. I’m not saying there are
no problems with either, but to deal
with the problems we need serious
theoretical and empirical analysis
(which economists have the skills
to contribute) in conjunction with
questions and the larger framework
that Christian theology can provide.
For me the contribution of theology
doesn’t come so much from picking out
verses about greed or usury (although
these could be read with profit by
some of the participants) but from
the larger Christian story reframing
consumption and borrowing/lending
behaviour. Christianity can’t be
reduced to a set of ethical precepts.
We have lost the framework that
once surrounded economics (in
Adam Smith’s work for instance), and
are left with a very thin account of
economic life as satisfying individual
preferences. There is nothing in such
an account that provides balance or an
overall sense of purpose.

I’m hoping an on-line discussion
will have advanced the themes of
dispersion, community, engagement
and spirituality well beyond the
scope of this article by the time the
Gathering takes place. If not, then
hopefully the easier form of face to
face communication will do so in an
elective I’m offering at the Gathering:
‘Developing the Contemplative
Heart of Wellspring’.
Di Shearer

A Journey in the
Holy Land
Wednesday 16th September
– Wednesday 30th September 2009
From Amman to Amman, Jordan

The doctrine of creation is an important
part of the Christian story, and leads us
to proper assessment of human beings,
and of commodities as God’s good
gifts. Worshipping or rejecting these
are equally errors. Fulfilment seems
to come from focusing on something
other than commodities, from a larger
purpose. Theology pushes us to look
beyond to God, and God’s great
project of renewing creation. The
Christian doctrines of sin and the fall
complement the doctrine of creation,
bringing economic deprivation and
suffering into the story.

Contact Ray Williamson on
0417 447 981
Travel and accommodation
between these dates will be
arranged through the Middle East
Council of Churches. Travel to
and from Amman is by personal
arrangement.
The cost of this itinerary is
expected to be $2,000 - $2,500.
Air travel is an additional cost.
P
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Paul Oslington
I don’t think the main problem is
economic theory, or our institutions,
but the erosion of the ethical/theological
framework of the participants in the
economy and of the economists who
study the economy.
A promising sign is the renewed
interest in Aristotelian philosophical
frameworks for economics, as opposed
to the utilitarian frameworks which
have been associated with economics
since the mid-nineteenth century
(Adam Smith and some others who
built economics as a discipline in
the late 18th and early 19th century
of course weren’t utilitarians, and
Smith had an ambivalent relationship
to the Aristotelian tradition). Such
philosophy can help us fill out a
theological framework for economics.
We might debate what sort of
framework is best, but whatever it
is, it must be something a bit thicker
than the threadbare remains of
utilitarianism we operate with at the
moment.
I do hope the crisis won’t pass
without some serious debate about
the foundations of economics. And a
renewed dialogue between economists
and theologians.
Paul Oslington
Used with permission. Source:
www.abc.net.au/unleashed/stories/s2395952.htm
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Council News
for the urbanites. WA invited a
Muslim to their meeting. He spoke
on Muslim/interfaith relationships,
peace and justice, and gender equity.
It was an inspiring encounter for all.
The Hewitts shared with Newcastle
group their Celtic pilgrimage to
England, Ireland and Scotland. Tassie
is adding to its numbers including
two Victorians, Kathryn and Alan,
moving into South Launceston.
ACT is in overdrive preparing for the
Gathering.
v John Bell will be in Australia this
year and Newcastle Wellspring will
be planning his visit on our behalf
for 24th and 25th October in the
Newcastle area. More details later.
v In the last 12 months Jill and
Mary have visited members and
friends in West Australia, Melbourne
and Queensland, South Australia,
Newcastle and the South Coast of
NSW.
v A special ‘thank you’ to Val Bennett
who has been Coordinator for SA since
Brian Ball stood aside. As she is not
enjoying good health she wished to
pass the baton on to another person.
Val and Brian have been faithful
contact people over the years and I
am sure this pattern will continue. Di
Shearer has kindly agreed to take up
this position as well as continuing as
Coordinator for the Remote/Isolated
Teleconferencing and the area of
Spirituality and Worship.
v Early in the year Jill prepared an
informative brochure to be left on
Iona for any Australians visiting the
island and who would like to make
contact. There have been ten responses
to date.
v A revamped brochure and letterhead
for Wellspring is being prepared and
you will see the results soon.
v Remember that there are books for
sale through Alison Scott. Check the
website or contact the office for details.

v Much time has been spent over
the past 12 months preparing for the
Gathering ‘Called to Create...’ and it
looks exciting! There will be a report in
the next Pipeline for those who cannot
be present. All the work behind the
scenes, getting a program together
with theme and suggested input and
participants, has been challenging but
well handled by Jill and her organising
team.
v We are pleased Sally Horne has
joined us as Administrator and we
thank her for her perseverance in
settling into the job. This is presently
a very busy time of the year with
Member and Friend Renewals, Prayer
Diary and Directory. The aim is one
day a week at the office of the NSW
Ecumenical Council in Sydney CBD,
but of course at times it is much
more and this is a challenge for our
operation and those working closely
with Sal.
v We thank God that Keith Weavers
has agreed to take the position of
Secretary of Wellspring and we
pray that this team of Secretary and
Administrator will work well.
v The good news is that the
publication, after much work by Anne
McPherson, Bonita Frank and Jim
Tulip, of ‘Wellspring Community
– An Introduction’ will be launched
at the Gathering.
v Each time the Council meets by
teleconference State reports from the
co-ordinators are very informative.
The Blue Mountains group has a
Commitment Dinner at the beginning
of each year where members indicate
in pairs their accountability for time
and money. Victoria is planning a
State team and the establishment
of 2 or 3 more cell groups. Three of
the Brisbane group travelled by train
with Mary to visit remote Friend John
Graham and his wife Diana, 70 km
past Emerald. It was a great education
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Orders and payment will be taken
through the office and forwarded to
you as soon as possible. There are still
copies of Campfires and Wellsprings in
surprising places by Anne McPherson
and Peter Millar. The new book will
also be available.
v Perhaps some do not know that
we now have a permanent place for
our archives at the home of Peggy
Goldsmith and Jim Tulip. If anyone
has something that should be there,
please contact the office.
v News about the Taizé Community
from the NSW Ecumenical Council.
Brother Matthew was in Australia
from 13-15 February and some had
an opportunity to pray with him in
Sydney. There will be an International
Taizé youth meeting in Manilla in
the Philippines from 3-7 February
2010. If anyone would like to know
more about this event or wish to go or
help you should contact the NSWEC
office.
Mary Gilchrist

Prayer of the
Aboriginal People
Father of all, You gave us the 		
Dreaming,
You have spoken to us through our
beliefs,
You then made your love clear to us
in the person of Jesus.
We thank you for your care.
You own us, you are our hope.
Make us strong as we face the 		
problems of change.
We ask you to help the people of
Australia to listen to us and respect
our culture.
Make the knowledge of you grow
strong in all people, so that you can
be at home in us and we can make a
home for everyone in our land.
Amen
Prepared by Aboriginal people for Pope
John Paul 11’s visit to Alice Springs, 1986
9
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Book Reviews
Plan Be: Be the Change You Want to
See in the World. (Dave Andrews 2008
Authentic Media, Milton Keynes,
UK)

quote from Swami Agnivesh who
acknowledged that ‘through people
like Gladys Staines … religion finds
its true expression… The spiritual
destiny of India will be fulfilled only
when we realise that God is not an
idol of our vested interests, but a cry
of truth and justice breaking out of a
heart of sacrificial love.’

People of Compassion (Dave Andrews
2008 Tear Australia, Melbourne,
Australia)
‘The PM has reneged on his promise
to introduce emissions.’ ‘The
Government is still locking asylum
seekers away on Christmas Island.’
‘Our politicians do what they like.’
‘Our church, street, suburb; state,
country; world is a mess!’ Do any
of these exclamations or statements
sound familiar? Well, what have you
done about these things that affront,
concern, irritate or horrify you?

Dave Andrews
Matthew 5:3-10: the Be-Attitudes!
Its introduction states, ‘Most of
us struggle to be the best we can
be.’ This small, very readable, wellresearched book (references in the
back) is a compilation of ‘sketches’ of
people, ‘imperfect people in relentless
pursuit of the practice of perfect
compassion.’ Each of the forty people
we meet in this book shows us that
it is possible to live compassionately
and passionately– from Tetemachus,
the mad monk who ‘put his body on
the line to stop the slaughter’ of the
gladiatorial ring, to John Gribble,
‘the Black Fellow’s friend’ who was
hounded out of Western Australia
because he persistently sought justice
for Aboriginals, to Gladys Staines,
who publicly offered forgiveness to
those responsible for the death of her
husband and sons.

In Plan Be, Dave Andrews shares his
realisation that ‘it is an illusion to
think we can change anyone except
ourselves’ and that we can only do it
with God’s help. He also acknowledges
that individuals (‘little people’) can do
nothing big to change our world. And
then he presents the challenge: ‘But
that doesn’t mean there is nothing we
can do.’
Plan Be is ‘to treat others like we
would like to be treated.’ Dave points
his readers to Jesus, specifically the
Sermon on the Mount, and, more
specifically, the summary of that
sermon, the Beatitudes or, as Dave
calls them, ‘the Be-Attitudes.’
Plan Be encourages us to live the
Be-Attitudes. To help us, this very
small, very readable, very realistic text
leads us through Matthew 5:3-10. It
encourages us to take this extremely
simple guideline for living that Jesus
gave us and use it to live with and for
God in this world.

The book presents each story as a
separate chapter. Each chapter ends
with suggestions for meditation and
a statement from Jesus. This means
that the book could be a perfect
companion for Lent, or for personal
or community study, especially when
combined as the book encourages,
with a study of the Be-Attitudes. Plan
Be and People of Compassion are not
written as companion texts but they
fit together well.

The first page of text of People of
Compassion contains the text of

People of Compassion ends with the
sketch of Gladys Staines and a long
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For ‘India’ insert ‘our church, our
neighbourhood, our state, country,
our world’. I enthusiastically
commend both of these books to
all Members and friends of the
Wellspring Community. We seem to
struggle constantly to find real ways to
engage as a dispersed community. If
we open ourselves up to the challenge
of living the Be-Attitudes, of posting
them on our door posts and/or on our
church doors (Dave’s suggestions) in
our widely dispersed communities, we
just may find the vibrant thread we
need to help each of us experience the
strength of living in Community, ‘a
more perfect unity.’
About the author: When we pray for
the Waiters Union on Day 16 of our
Wellspring Prayer Diary, we pray for
Dave who is part of that community
in Brisbane. If you would like to know
more about him, he has a website:
www.daveandrews.com.au/intros.
html. Other details are: PO Box
5519 West End Qld 4101. Email:
dandrews@thehub.com.au or from
TEAR Australia: http://www.tear.org.
au/resources (Click on books).
I read this prayer before I sat down to
write this review. ‘Living God, Hold
us in your peace. Give us courage,
Lord, to live your way.’ I delight in
God’s perfect timing!
Margaret Holm
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Sharing our Journey - Linking with Eremos
Eremos – Exploring spirituality in
Australia. Eremos and Wellspring
Community together have offered a
complementary balance to my spiritual
nourishment beyond that provided
by my own Christian denomination
and which I have greatly valued in
recent years. Wellspring member,
Jonathan
Inkpin’s
inspirational
address to Eremos’s AGM in
November 2008 focused on a most
appropriate approach to Aboriginal
reconciliation: Coming Home Right
Way: Reconnecting to Land & Spirit
in Australia. Jonathan’s paper is to
be reproduced in the first issue of the
Eremos Magazine for 2009. He reflects
on some possibilities for moving
towards a more perfect unity.

with Eyes Wide Open: Looking at
Contemporary Art. Painter Margaret
Ackland and icon writer Michael
Galovic will be in conversation with
Rev Rod Pattenden, Chair of the Blake
Prize for Religious Art. Cost $15/$10
concession (including catering).
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Jenny Johnson

Who are we?
At a recent discussion among a
small group of Wellspringers, I used
the words, us and them. Not part of
Wellspring, but within earshot, the
partner of one member quietly asked,
‘And who are “us” and who are
“them’’’?

does not extend beyond themselves as
individuals and families.
The outsider said nothing. So since
I’d put some effort into thinking out
an answer, I asked, ‘Was my answer
helpful?’
‘I just wanted to see who were
excluded’, the outsider replied. It
was an interesting lesson to me about
exclusion and inclusion.

It was a salutary question and I found
myself struggling to give a clear and
coherent answer. The unexplained
meaning of the polarizing words us
and them had within our group not
seemed to need clarification.

Often I think we pride ourselves on
being inclusive without thinking about
the fact that there is almost always some
limit to our personal inclusiveness.
Who would be unwelcome ‘invaders’
for you?

I wonder how other Wellspringers
would set about answering this
outsider’s question. You may like to
try to frame an answer before reading
on further.

We may like to be at the forefront of
making our Church a more ‘open’
church, but again what are the limits
to our sense of ‘open church?’ Which
Christian views would be too much for
our sense of openness? How is our sense
of the Christ religion so different from
that held by others, that effectively we
see them as following a quite different
religion?

In the event, I came out with
something like this: Us are persons
whose sense of religion includes
things beyond themselves as persons
and families, such as relations with
the environment, political policies
and actions about work, education,
poverty and riches, and peace and war.
Them are those whose sense of religion

The first event for the year in Sydney
will be on March 25th, 6.30pm for
7pm – 9pm at the Paddington Uniting
Church. The topic will be Spirituality
I

Sue Emeleus, Eremos Council Vice
President, would be pleased to hear
from anyone who wishes to talk
about the theology of the articles in
the Eremos magazine (ph. 02 9684
2830). If you would like to know
regional contact details or about
Eremos retreats, discussion groups or
membership, do look up the Eremos
web site or check with me, Jenny
Johnston, on 02 4973 3920 or email
lance.jen@bigpond.com.

I have found Eremos provides
stimulation,
refreshment
and
companionship of thought with
others scattered around Australia,
where members can feel free to share
their experiences, their questions and
struggles, joys and inspiration along
their spiritual journey as well as their
longings for justice and a more perfect

For those not familiar with Eremos,
I would like to mention a few points
relevant to 2009. Eremos provides
a variety of ways for members to
be ‘companions with each other in
exploration’ of many contemporary
issues of life and faith, through its
quarterly magazine as well as through
discussion groups, book groups, retreats
and events. The Eremos website,
still being evolved, also provides
opportunities for contemplation and
reflection and hopefully will soon
provide access to articles and book
reviews from past issues of Eremos. I
would like to invite those Wellspring
Community members who do not
belong to Eremos to pay a visit to the
web site ( www.eremos.org.au ) and
perhaps consider whether Eremos
might offer something to them or their
friends. This year Eremos is planning
in Sydney an ‘Out of Eremos – Event
Series’ focusing on developing under
50s networks (events@eremos.org.
au).
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with those from a myriad lands who
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Peter Fensham
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New beginnings
– new dimensions

of leaping and wings adds an entirely
new dimension ... choices on the way
... AND control. Then there are those
amazing legs and feet that can even
hold onto glass, or grass, or trees or
my tomatoes or me.

The night after the Inauguration of
Barack Obama was beautiful.
We started walking the labyrinth in
the light and by the time we arrived
at the Centre it was nearly dark. One
solitary star brilliantly lit the western
sky. It was like a Star of Hope leading
us through the darkness. Then, when
we finished it was quite dark ... no
moon at all. (How do we live the
darkness. Who are our guides?)

My word at the start of this year was
HOPE. What is my hope? How do
I hold on to hope? Am I nurturing
a hope self, a hope filled family and
a hope filled community? All great
questions.
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The way the resources of the Earth
are divided between the people of
the planet is stuff of economics….
It is not only a matter of
God’s morality: it is about our
fundamental belief about the
character of humankind itself.
The economic system profoundly
affects the character of a society and
the people living there. Economics
is about power relationships
in society. Power relations
affect the way people think and
behave towards each other, their
aspirations and their values. The
morality of a society – the human
and spiritual relationships between
people – cannot be separated from
the way the economy works….

To turn, turn will be our delight,
Till by turning, turning we come
round right.
That feeds my hope. In love and
prayer, blessings and peace for all that
2009 brings
David Woods

And in the day time too, this summer
has brought rain, and the rain has
brought myriads of insects, including
yeperenye caterpillars that eat
themselves silly for a week, show off
their amazing colours and designs and
then dig a hole until the next cycle.
Then there has been all manner of
grass hoppers. Not so good for the
garden, but they are again brilliant
in their variety of colour, shape, size
and the way they move. Some seem
to have no control except to be able
to do this giant leap ... not knowing
where they will come down. If it’s
OK, well stay there. If it’s not so
good then leap again ... until you find
yourself in the place just right (couldn’t
resist that one). Others seem to have
more control and the combination
P

Fundamental Beliefs

To bow and to bend we shan’t be
asham’d

Each full moon brings a new
beginning.

I

An update by Margaret Holm on the
situation in prisons, especially in NSW.
Margaret writes: ‘I encourage you to
become aware of the state of health
of your state/territory’s correctional
system. Pray for justice for all involved:
the victims; the offenders – their family,
friends and neighbours; and all those
working within the criminal justice
system. Pray that grace, compassion
and forgiveness will characterize all
decision making. Pray for positive
outcomes for the NSW Community
Justice Coalition.’ [Dave Andrews’
books are a valuable resource.]

So, the beauty and wonder of the
world which is God’s gift to us! And at
this time of the year it perhaps inspires
us to think what the gift is that we
give to the world. I found the Concert
and ‘liturgy’ that preceded the Obama
Inauguration most inspiring and most
hope-filled. We all must play our part.
It is a long time since I can remember
such an opportunity for reflection and
hope on the world stage.

But the darkness has its benefits. At
times when I have my nightly swim,
I lie on my back and just look up at
those wonderful stars ... magnificent
in their clarity ... designs changing
from season to season, no moon to
take away their sparkle. Over the past
couple of nights the moon has been
back. I’ve missed it. It’s either been
around the other side when I’ve been
up or there have been clouds. It seems
an age since the last full moon. Those
of us who live out bush a little bit rely
on the moon for getting around at
night ... it lights the labyrinth ... and
helps us to keep a track on snakes.

P

Enhanced Rehabilitation: a more
Perfect Unity Between Prison
Policy and Practice.

Website
Two further issues of interest to
Wellspring people will appear on our
website: www.wellspringcommunity.
org.au

So economists are more powerful
than they think. They must begin
to take responsibility for the
implications of the policies they
advocate. Like the physicists who
invented the nuclear bomb, they
tend to wash their hands of the
consequences of their discipline.
We must call them to account.

A response was received (17 December
2008) from the Hon Jenny Macklin,
Minister for Families, Housing,
Community Services and Indigenous
Affairs, to our letter last year in which
we offered Wellspring’s support of
the Commonwealth Government’s
work towards improving the lives of
Aboriginal people in the Northern
Territory. The matters we raised were
wide-ranging and the Minister’s letter
takes the opportunity to update us on
recent developments.
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Margaret Legum - Month 2, Day
2: Gathered and Scattered, ed. Neil
Paynter: Wild Goose Publications
(2007)
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W E L L S P R I N G COMMUNITY INC.
Council and Contacts:
Leaders:

Jill Robertson
Mary Gilchrist
Doug Hewitt
Gillian Hunt
Margaret Allen
Keith Weavers

02 6259 0576
02 9825 2197
02 4969 6336
02 6253 0113
02 9798 4663
02 4968 4636

jillrobertson@wellspringcommunity.org.au
marygilchrist@wellspringcommunity.org.au
doug.isabel@bigpond.com
gillieh@bigpond.net.au
clabon.margaret@bigpond.com
kweavers@bigpond.net.au

Neil Holm
Peggy Goldsmith
Jim Tulip
Di Shearer
Christine Fensham
Clabon Allen

02 9868 5915
02 4758 8104
02 4758 8104
08 8536 3937
07 3392 1246
02 9798 4663

n_m_holm@internode.on.net
pwgold@bigpond.net.au
jamestulip@bigpond.com
dishearer@adam.com.au
chrisfen@ihug.com.au
clabon.margaret@bigpond.com.au

Bonita Frank

02 9960 5795

bonitafrank@hotmail.com

Queensland
New South Wales
Australian Capital Territory
Victoria
Tasmania
South Australia

Christine Fensham
John Burnard
Merilyn Tandukar
Peter Baker
Pat McKenzie
Di Shearer

07 3392 1246
02 4283 2439
02 6296 4046
03 9803 3353
03 6344 2357
08 8536 3937

chrisfen@ihug.com.au
jburnard@aapt.net.au
merilyn@tandukar.id.au
pbaker@adr.net.au
pmc16202@bigpond.com
dishearer@adam.com.au

Western Australia

Janet Watts

08 9245 4617

janet.watts@bigpond.com

Di Shearer
Justin Whelan
Clabon Allen
Lisa Wriley

08 8536 3937
02 9558 9353
02 9798 4663
02 4340 5425

dishearer@adam.com.au
justin_whelan@hotmail.com
clabon.margaret@bigpond.com.au
wormss@bigpond.com.au

Jenny Johnston
Jim Tulip

02 4973 3920
02 4758 8104

lance.jen@bigpond.com
jamestulip@bigpond.com

Deputy Leader
Deputy Leader
Treasurer
Secretary

Council Members

Pipeline Editor

State Contacts:

Areas of Concern:
Spirituality and Worship
Peace and Social Justice
Reconciliation
Environment
Ecumenical and
Interfaith Issues

NEXT ISSUE:
The June issue of Pipeline will contain articles and photos from the Gathering in Canberra. You are
welcome to contribute to the topic of ‘Called to create…’ Editor: bonitafrank@hotmail.com, PO Box
903, Spit Junction NSW 2088, 02 9960 5795. Deadline for material is Monday 27 April

Wellspring Community Inc. ABN No. 81 293 869 355 wellspring@ncca.org.au
PO Box Q924, Queen Victoria Building, Sydney NSW 1230 • Phone: 02 8259 0813 • www.wellspringcommunity.org.au
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