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‘The Common Good’

» IN SID E this issu e
THANKS FOR ISOBEL BISHOP’S 		
» CONTRIBUTION
TO WELLSPRING

Preparing for the 2013 Gathering
This issue of Pipeline introduces two
topics: first, it introduces Jan Sutch
Pickard, from the Iona Community,
who will be a speaker at the 2013
Gathering. The Gathering Committee
is working on her itinerary and
trying to find ways of having her
visit as many Wellspring people as
possible; the second, is to give you
some preparatory definitions, with
suggestions for articles, books, etc,
that will help you begin to think about
its theme, The Common Good. Also in
this issue, we continue to remember
Wellspring’s beginnings with an
acknowledgment of the contribution
made by Isobel Bishop during her
period of leadership. Pipeline was not
able to include a word from Isobel
in the March issue, so here are her
remembrances.

After four weeks away, I have just
returned from a visit to my daughter
in Melbourne. I do not see this family
often enough, so again this has been
a time to absorb myself deeply in the
life of the family and to get to know
better 3 (‘nearly 4, Grandma!’) year
old Ghislaine and 18 month old
Luc – although often I feel I spend
more time washing up and helping to
prepare meals than being with them.
However, my daughter Kylie and I
have a great time cooking together
I
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I think this is an important part of
living the Christian life: being there
for one another, especially listening
and sharing, even if it means that there
are days when being together takes
precedence over the morning Bible
reading and prayer. My daughter’s inlaws visited earlier in the year and my
daughter was sad that they’d come all
the way from the UK (in poor health,
it may be their last time) and were not
been able to adjust to the routine of
a busy family, to share the chaos of
breakfast and dinner times, because
their study and prayer times always
took precedence over their joining
in. They were not ‘ready for the day’
before 10 or 11 am by the time they’d
had their prayer time, their showers
and their breakfast, nor were they
around during dinner preparation
due to late afternoon naps. They
missed key family activities. Nor did
that grandmother understand the way
children are allowed more freedom
these days – she thought them rude,
undisciplined and messy. They were
just being normal kiddies! I admit, it
is not always easy to work out one’s

What is your definition – and
practise – of the common good?
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– especially, this time, making
marmalade, plum chutney and quince
jelly, and chocolate cake. Others who
do the same will know the important
closeness that can be established when
sharing daily chores. It’s a time for
thinking about not much else but
being ‘present.’

Letter from the Editor

E

•

J

U

N

E

2

0

1

JAN SUTCH 		
» INTRODUCING
PICKARD
Poem: A pocketful of crumbs
About Myself
Page 5

FOR PEACE STUDY TOUR
» ACT
Isobel & Doug Hewitt
Page 6

THE HUMBLE EAT AND BE 		
» LET
SATISFIED
Jan Sutch Pickard
Page 7

FROM THE LEADER
» LETTER
Janelle MacGregor
Page 8

THE COMMON GOOD’ SYDNEY 		
» ‘FORUM
Bonita Frank
Page 9

THE CAMINO
» WALKING
Bonita Frank
Page 10

ANOTHER BEAUTIFUL 		
» REVIEW:
ANTHOLOGY FROM MAC NICOLL
Jim Tulip
Page 11

ABOUT A BOOK
» THOUGHTS
Margaret & Neil Holm
Page 12

2

•

P

A

G

E

1

priorities when all ‘demands’ are good
and can conflict with one another.

news cycle and the three-year cycle of
elections. The 2010 election campaign
failed to excite the public imagination
because no one appeared to offer a clear
over-arching narrative about the sort of
Australia they believed in, hoped for or
dreamt about.

I regretted my missed morning prayer
and meditation time, but I thought
God wouldn’t mind. I like to think
that after Jesus had shared the meal
with Mary and Martha, Jesus and
Mary adjourned to the kitchen to
help clear away and wash up after
the meal – and to include Martha
in the conversation. Being around
early enough to see my daughter got
an early morning cup of tea, and
clearing up the fast accumulating
dirty dishes, may not really fit under
the heading ‘the common good,’ but
caring in practical ways like making
tea, cooking together, washing
up, hanging washing, are ways of
developing ‘the common good’ for
one particular family, and securing a
more relaxed and peaceful day. It gave
us lots of time together. My hope is
that such actions and attitudes model
the values of love, hospitality and
caring that lay the foundations for
an ethical life, which then extend out
into our communities, nationally and
internationally.

Let our over-arching narrative be that
we are a nation of people who believe
in a fair go for all, in equal access
through education and employment to
the wealth we need to support our lives
and families. That the innate goodness
in all of us leads to care about our fellow
citizens and be prepared to share and
benefit in the prosperity of our country.
It is not too late for our leaders to tell
us, in clear and simple terms, what they
believe constitutes a good and decent
society, and what Australia needs to do
to achieve it.’ (p 3)
He urged the corporate sector,
including the banks and mining
sector, the unions and general citizenry
to commit to a social contract ‘that is
about a sense of mutual obligation
to one another and responsibility
for one another.’ (p 1) His Opinion
Piece appeared in the Herald Sun on
Good Friday and can be viewed on
the internet.

When I am in Olinda I take the
opportunity to attend the local
Anglican church (which I have found
is a warm, welcoming and caring
community) and I am particularly
glad to meet the people my daughter
knows through its Mothers’ Group,
through Kindy and other groups. My
daughter finds a ‘family’ that fills in
for her own far-off family, and I too
feel ‘at home’ when I visit.
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I continue to remain a Friend of the
Iona Community in order that I may
receive Coracle. I find articles in it
that are passionate and challenging.
I would hope that articles written for
Pipeline would also throw out the same
challenge to Wellspring Community
to act as passionate prophetic voices
across Australia and in our world
today, and to share with each other our
understanding of and contribution to
pursuing ‘the common good’ for our
nations.

But one article I will mention.
Warren Bardsley is also (like Jan
Sutch Pickard) an ecumenical
accompanier, but on this occasion he
was in Bethlehem for a conference.
‘The resulting “Bethlehem Call: Here
We Stand: Stand with Us’ (see www.
kairospalestine.ps) is an appeal to the
world’s faith communities to stand
with the oppressed against the Israeli
military Occupation, and against
the philosophy and theology which
undergirds it…’

… At the same time, both the
Government and Opposition need to
renew their effort in communicating
clearly a vision for Australia that
transcends party politics, the 24-hour
I

‘This is a call to the Churches of the
world, a call to action; it underlines
the meaning of kairos: an urgent
challenge to choose. It poses sharply
the question: ‘What side are we on?’
Implicit is the recognition that this
depends on the imaginative faithful
power of civil society’ (pp 10-11).

Upon my return from Melbourne I
found the latest issue of Coracle (the
Iona Community magazine) had
arrived. There are articles here about
the Palestine/Israel conflict, the Iraq
occupation, global warming, drought
and poverty and the rights of children
in India, and much more. And much
I would like to share with you.

One Sunday on this recent visit, I
picked up The Melbourne Anglican
[May 2012], to find the heading (very
appropriately for Wellspring): ‘Dr
Freier calls for new vision of common
good.’ In Archbishop Freier’s piece,
he calls for a new vision for Australia
based on Judaeo-Christian principles.
Here is a taste of what he said:

P

‘The historic Bethlehem Call
reinforces and sharpens the challenge
of the original KairosPalestine
Document. Its vision is of a
pluralistic, inclusive, democratic
society, embracing voices from
Jewish, Muslim and other faith
traditions which affirm and share
these hopes; a vision which involves
dismantling Israeli apartheid whilst
‘steadfastly upholding the principle
of compassion toward the oppressor.
Our demands are in the interests of
a better future for all involved.’ It
commits to developing biblical
theologies and practices of nonviolent resistance: to facilitating
prophetic communities, with
effective coalitions between SouthNorth for prophetic action; and
in response to our Palestinian
sisters and brothers, to intensifying
our involvement in the Boycott,
Divestment
and
Sanctions
Campaign. It specifically calls
for pilgrimages to the Holy Land
which enable engagement with the
“living stones” and raise awareness
of the realities of Occupation, and,
as a corollary, to challenge travel
agencies which ignore the claims of
ethical tourism.
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Thanks for Isobel Bishop’s Contribution
to the Wellspring Community
I got to know Isobel and husband,
Jim, when Isobel was leader of
Wellspring Community in 1995.
My husband Peter and I had visited
the Isle of Iona in 1994, and heard
about the Wellspring Community in
Australia. Isobel was sharing a ministry
at Cabramatta Uniting Church at
the time. We joined as Friends and
attended several meetings in and
around Sydney. Isobel and Jim were
a great comfort to me in their visit to
Peter shortly before his death in 1997.

and in Adelaide. She also made time
to visit Wellspring people in Perth,
Brisbane, Central Coast NSW and
Melbourne, whilst in ministry in
Sydney.

We are all indebted to Isobel for her
fine leadership, for her organisation of
two National Gatherings at Geelong

Isobel made the role of Leader one
that women could make their own
in a new way. It was part nurturing,
part organising, part pastoral and
part doing most of the work yourself!
We are very grateful to Isobel for
her contribution to the Wellspring
Community through her leadership
and commitment as a member over
such a long period of time.

Isobel Bishop

Peggy Goldsmith

Reflections from Former Leader, Isobel Bishop
As it was for Will Robertson
[see March 2012 Pipeline], I was
privileged to hear John Martin speak
at the Uniting Church annual Synod
meeting in 1990. At one of the lunch
time breaks, we came together in a
small room at the Newington College,
where the Synod was held that year.

McLeod, the Leader of the Iona
Community, and his wife came to
visit us at our Presbyterian Manse, in
Paddington. At that time Jim and I
and a number of others were living in
a religious community, known as The
Ecumenical Institute. The Institute
had its vision of the renewal of the
Church. We were a family Order
(including single folk, and across
Protestant and Catholic traditions)
and taught weekend Courses all over
Australia, in Religious Studies for
lay people, and a longer weekday
course for clergy, known as a Parish
Leadership Colloquy. The Rev Dr
George Mcleod had been invited
by a clergy friend to come and hear
what it was we were trying to offer
the Australian Church. (I remember
a frantic cleaning up of the Manse to
prepare for the visit!)

Like many people, I had been to the
Island of Iona. It was in 1961 when
my husband Jim and I were living
in Glasgow. Jim was the Assistant
Minister in St Francis in the East, a
parish in a poor part of Glasgow. Our
colleague was a Member of the Iona
Community, and he suggested that
we visit Iona. We arrived with our
14 month old baby, and I remember
taking Rebecca outside during
morning Worship, when I thought
she was too noisy. Sheep were grazing
very close by, to keep us company!
There was only a very temporary roof
on the Abbey at that time.

I

P

E

L

I

N

John Martin’s address to the Synod
came at an opportune time for me in
my spirit journey. I attended the first
gathering at the Centre for Ministry,
in North Parramatta; and became
very involved. My time as Leader
began at an Induction Service at the
home of the Robertson family at
Kenthurst, in May, 1994. We had
two National Gatherings in my term,
at Geelong, and in Adelaide. I had as
my own vision: the words of a Leader
in my former Presbyterian Church,
the Very Rev Dr John Flynn, ‘to cast a
mantle of safety over the outback’. So
I visited Perth, Brisbane, Melbourne,
the central coast, as in Gosford, and
of course the meetings in Sydney,
usually held at the Parramatta Uniting
Church Mission. We struggled to
keep in touch with folk in the far flung
parts of Australia, and Bill Anderson
began his telephone ministry about
this time.

After I was ordained in 1984, I had
my head down in Parish work,
first at Whyalla, S. A. and then in
Mascot, close to the Airport. Later I

Some years later we were back in
Australia, and in 1971, George
P

was in partnership with a Ministerial
colleague at Cabramatta.
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I had great hopes about the ‘place’ such
as Alice Springs and also Ebenezer.
These were not to be. I realise now
that a permanent place could/would
be a real liability, and thankfully God
did not lead us down that road.

Sister of the Good Samaritan. Jacinta
had some beautiful books of photos
she had taken in Japan, as I recall.
Jacinta led us in Celtic Spirituality,
and we also had some encounter with
the indigenous community.

Our first ‘Retreat’, around April
1993, was to Wentworth Falls. It
was a NSW event, just for reasons to
do with newness of the Community
– John Martin was still in full
time Parish work and therefore he
organised the Retreat from his Parish
at Taree. Those present were John
Martin, Anne and David McPherson,
Carol Chivers, a friend of theirs from
Bilpin, June McLaren, (not sure
about Alan, sorry - at that stage they
lived in NSW), Lorraine Wood from
Tamworth, Lyn Dunn from Taree,
and me from Mascot. There may have
been a few others who could not stay
for the whole weekend.

This is important to remember as I
am not sure this has been recorded.
Both McPhersons were present for
the whole weekend, and we did our
own cooking too! It was a blessed
weekend, and there was a bonding
and a deepening which happens in a
Retreat away from busy lives.

in our early formative years I think
was invaluable, and I thank him for
the love and grace he always offered on
his fairly frequent visits to Australia.
We were able to ‘piggyback’ on his
Ecumenical workshop itinerary, and
John always made sure that special
time was set aside to sit down with us,
and guide us.
I have found the Prayer Diary a great
tool over the years, and although I have
recently changed my Membership to
that of a Friend of the Community,
I still aspire to the rule and order of
the life of the Community. For the
last years I have been so committed to
family matters, and since the death of
one of our Cell members, I felt it wise
to become a Friend.

I thank God for the privilege of
calling me from 1994-1997 as Leader
of the Community, and as a full time
Parish Minister for that whole period.
I am grateful to my parishioners for
allowing me to hold that Office. I was
able to visit Iona twice more, once
in 1995, and again in 1996, where
I had some joyful encounters with
both Peter and Dorothy Millar. On
both occasions, I was part of the Holy
Week Retreat. The advice of John Bell

John arranged for us to stay in the
lovely Retreat House, Maria Tal
Cottages, run by Jacinta Shailer, a

To God I offer my prayers and hopes
for the future of the Community. Let
us celebrate the first twenty years of
the Community! We thank God for
God’s grace.
Isobel Bishop

Report on 20th Birthday Celebrations of
Wellspring Community in South Australia
Members and Friends of Wellspring
SA gathered for a Service, at Christ
Church Uniting, Wayville, on
Wednesday, 18th April, 2012, to
mark the 20th year of the Wellspring
Community in Australia. We were
joined by some people who had been
involved in Wellspring in the past
such as John and Fiona Cockington.

Indeed symbols played an important
part during the evening. Even the
‘bread’ for the Holy Communion
was a damper. At the conclusion of
the Service people were given a gum
leaf and bookmark with words and
symbols indicating the occasion.
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The various spirituality and justice
themes, pursued by Wellspring helped
to tell the story from our beginnings
to the present time. It was a delight
that most involved in the Community
here actively participated in some way
during the Service that enhanced our
sense of community even more.

At the beginning a reference was
made to our Iona connections as some
stones from Iona were sprinkled on the
centrepiece. The story of the formation
of the Wellspring Community in
Australia by Rev John Martin was
then shared. We were delighted that
Margaret Polkinghorne was able to
read a write-up prepared by herself
and Allan Shephard, the two people
who initiated the formation of a group
in South Australia not long after the
National group had come into being.

The Order of Service, prepared by
Neville Washington, Lynona Hawkins
and Jean Stirling, sought to reflect
the Australian nature of Wellspring
through the hymns, prayers and
symbols chosen. As a centrepiece
David Hawkins had crafted a beautiful
windmill, our special symbol. It was
placed on varying coloured materials
representing the desert and outback.
P

Margaret was the first ‘leader’ here
and is still participating in Wellspring.
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A glorious arrangement of banksias
and other Australian flowers
and shrubs, arranged by Barbara
Washington, graced the worship area.
Friendships were renewed and
much fellowship was enjoyed during
supper when Margaret Polkinghorne
graciously cut a cake baked especially
for the occasion by Lynona, the icing
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again depicting the theme for the
community.

Introducing Jan Sutch Pickard
- 2013 Gathering Speaker

All seemed to agree it was a very
worthwhile event and a great time of
thanksgiving for both the past and
present of the special community of
faith to which we belong.

About myself
I am a poet and storyteller and a
Member of the Iona Community
living in Mull. For five and a half
years (1999 – 2004) I was a member
of the Resident Group on Iona, as
Deputy Warden and then Warden:
this was one way of living the Rule.
When I left the island, as every staff
member and guest does, it was to
become again part of a dispersed
Community – except that I only
dispersed for six miles, to Bunessan,
on the neighbouring much bigger
island of Mull. I now try to live the
five-fold rule in that local community,
as well as in the wider world.
It was important to make a clean break
when I left Iona, after holding a key
role there, and so for most of the first
year I lived and worked much further
away. I had been invited to take up
a residency at Southlands College,
Roehampton University, in SouthWest London. So, for five months of
2005, I spent a privileged and creative
time as Writer in Residence there.
On leaving Iona I had also applied
to the Ecumenical Accompaniment
Programme in Palestine and Israel, and
I was accepted, trained and sent out to
a placement in the West Bank for the
last three months of 2005. Since the
beginning of the following year I have
been living in Mull, and trying to be
a contributing member of a small,
scattered marginal community.
What faith tradition do I come from?
I’ve been an Attender at Meetings of
the Society of Friends since I was a
student, but I’m actually a member of
the Methodist Church, a lay (‘Local’)
Preacher. From 1996-7 I took on
a national role as Vice President
of the Methodist Conference (an
honour and a hardworking year for
a layperson). There’s no Methodist
church on Mull, so I worship with the
Church of Scotland, and have been
welcomed to lead worship in several
congregations here which are without
a minister. Occasionally I cross to

Jean Stirling (State Contact)

A pocket full of crumbs
In the middle of a conversation,
I put my hand in my pocket
and find it full of crumbs.
They belong together – words
and bread –
but I don’t always find it easy
to cope with both at once:
to give full, serious attention
to food offered in love, while
finding
and savouring the right words.
So, from time to time,
I slip a morsel into my pocket
instead of into my mouth.
Now what’s here? A crust
torn from the flatbread, that our
neighbour
broke by the brazier on a cold
morning
and a piece of the bread
shared by Christians in Nablus
at close of Sunday worship,
and a cookie from the Women in
Black
after their Friday demonstration:
such different meanings –
mingled
in crumbs now. What can I do?
Bread is holy, I can’t throw it
away.
But, while it is always better
to eat today’s bread
companionably,
now I hold these crumbs in
cupped hands,
remembering those who baked
the bread
and blessed it by sharing:
this way nothing is wasted, this
way
I find words in what is broken
and lost.
Jan Sutch Pickard, Yanoun [Jan 2010]
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Jan Sutch Pickard
Iona to help with programme in the
Community’s Centres there, and have
also been involved in advocacy work
for EAPPI, speaking, preaching and
reading poetry at festivals. I returned
for a second stint as an Ecumenical
Accompanier in 2010. I write for
Christian Aid, IBRA, Church Action
on Poverty, the Oban Times and the
Iona Community
As I write this, I’m with my family
in the south of England – celebrating
the arrival of two new babies, the first
for both my daughters. I’ll return to
celebrate Easter on Mull, on the way
joining many Community Members
and Associates in a witness for peace at
the nuclear submarine base at Faslane.
This is another way of living our Rule.
At present my life, between family,
extended family, local communities
in the West of Scotland and the West
Bank, and the Iona Community,
is rich and varied. I look forward to
learning about your lives in different
parts of Australia and the witness of
the Wellspring Community.
Jan Sutch Pickard
Publications: Vice Versa (Church
in the Market Place), Flight Path
(Southlands College), Dandelions and
Thistles, Out of Iona, Between High
and Low Water, Advent Readings from
Iona (Wild Goose Publications) and the
Gatherings series of poetry pamphlets
(Oystercatcher/GilleBrighde)
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Act for Peace Study Tour March 2012
Act for Peace, the overseas aid program
of the National Council of Churches
in Australia, organised a study tour
of which we were a part, visiting
Ethiopia, Kenya and Zimbabwe. In
Ethiopia an orphanage for 250 girls
caters for their care and education.
Local children also attend the school,
which to our eyes had very basic
facilities and resources.

The All African Conference of
Churches (AACC) works hard to
bring leaders of African countries
to the negotiating table in an effort
to promote peace, justice and wellbeing. It was an honour for us to
stay at the Desmond Tutu Guest
House during our time in Nairobi, a
reminder of his great contribution not
just to Africa, but to the whole world.
The AACC shows that much more
can be achieved by acting together
ecumenically, than by going our own
ways denominationally. In Ethiopia
and Zimbabwe the churches together
are achieving remarkable results from
a position of strength as ‘Councils of
Churches’, in partnership with the
AACC. The movement of the Spirit
is obvious in the enthusiasm of the
churches in the countries we visited.

An extra opportunity was a visit to the
Hamlyn Fistula Hospital, a wonderful
oasis in Addis Ababa. Those who
have knitted wrap with love blankets
may be encouraged to know the
blankets are colourful treasures for
all the patients who receive one on
admittance, and one as they leave. On
discharge the patients are asked to tell
others of the existence of the hospital
and its services, and to return to the
hospital for care when pregnant again
to minimise complications.

Gabion cages to arrest gully erosion
Our tour also gave us opportunities to
visit several National Parks in Kenya
and Zimbabwe. The thrill of seeing
a whole range of birds and animals
in their natural habitat drives home
the need to protect both animals and
their habitat. No zoo can ever hope
to match the experience of the game
drive, shooting only with a camera.
While at Masai Mara we were able
to visit a village, meet the people and
see how they live. The dancing of
both men and women was colourful
and energetic, even in the dry dusty
conditions when we were there. The
houses they occupy are built by the
women of timber and cow dung and
need to be replaced every ten years. The
interiors are very dark and cramped,
with animals sharing part of the space
at night or when conditions are bad.
Again we visited a school which has
large classes and very limited resources.
As a government school priority was
given to the teaching of English, and
to our surprise, religious education.

The African church service we attended
was a rich time with beautiful singing
and warm hospitality. Meetings
with the recipients of funds were
joyous occasions marked by singing
and dancing. We marvelled at their
ingenuity and resilience, and pray
that they will continue to be blessed
by God in all their endeavours.

Aid programs target areas where
families struggle to survive. To help
arrest soil erosion at Nedatra village
young people fashion wire for gabion
cages. These are placed in gullies
to help land become stabilised and
productive once again. Plant nurseries,
improved wells, and reafforestation
programs are encouraged to increase
the productivity of very barren soils.
On the outskirts of Nairobi in Kenya
a self-help program aims to improve
the outlook for women. One group is
made up of quarry workers, women
who chip boulders into small pieces
for roadwork. In the program they
are learning how to grow food, and to
produce saleable goods that will give
them an alternative way to earn an
income.
In Zimbabwe the benefits of mulching
have enabled farmers in dry areas to
double the yield from their crops of
maize. The success of this venture
can be assessed by the numbers of
neighbours seeking advice.
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Great Zimbabwe shows dry stone
construction from the eleventh
century and is very impressive. It
provides evidence of the high level of
civilisation in Africa at that time with
a religious and political capital city
containing a population of perhaps
20,000. Little is really known about
this period of African history, but it
is believed that the Swahili gold trade
contributed to its success.

Women in self-help program near Nairobi
E

•

J

U

N

E

2

0

1

2

•

P

A

G

E

6

Our time in Zimbabwe concluded
with a visit to Victoria Falls which
were magnificent because of the
volume of water cascading from the
Zambezi River. Although we wore
raincoats and had an umbrella we
were drenched by the spray – and
after we dried out, were drenched
again. Our accommodation was in a
modern resort hotel not far from the
falls, but the old Victoria Falls Hotel
next door is a lovely place to visit,

affording views to the bridge between
Zimbabwe and Zambia.
Much of our travel was by plane, but
we also spent quite a time in mini
buses and four wheel drive vehicles.
The locals, certainly in Ethiopia,
are more likely to use donkeys or
to walk, often carrying extremely
heavy and/or bulky loads. Roads in
Ethiopia and Kenya were generally
very bumpy, with construction
done by groups of workers, men
and women, using only basic tools.
Exceptions were roads constructed by
Japanese and Chinese, usually with a
view to further the opportunities for
commercial development. Even these
well-constructed roads have not been
able to withstand the adverse effect of
oil tankers with their heavy loads from
the oil fields in Sudan.

Outer wall Great Zimbabwe ruins.

Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe
One of our very memorable meals
was at a newly opened restaurant in
Gondar, Ethiopia. The décor was a
modern take on the decoration found
in Ethiopian Orthodox churches. The
hospitality of the four sisters who own
the restaurant was outstanding, the
food delicious, and the music and
dancing entertaining. So, next time
you are in Gondar . . .
Isabel and Doug Hewitt

Let the Humble Eat and be Satisfied
I’m sitting on the ground with a
Palestinian family under an olive tree
which we have been stripping. The
olives already harvested are in buckets
and a sack beside us.

For many people in Britain, Lent is
also about food – pancakes followed
by Simnel cake followed by hot cross
buns followed by Easter eggs! Or else
it is about refraining from food –
fasting, which some confuse wrongly
with dieting. The discipline of fasting
can sharpen our perception and
nourish our spirit. Or we can focus
on study and reflection – feeding our
minds instead of our faces.

Umm Hani, the mother of the family,
has boiled a kettle on a little fire of
twigs, and has made mint tea, which
she pours into cracked cups. Between
us is the meal we are sharing: olives,
tomatoes, soft cheese, flatbread, a
bowl of olive oil and a dish of dried
herbs and salt, za’atar. Each of us
breaks a bit from the loaf, dips it in
the oil and then in the herbs. It is
delicious – humble food, and deeply
satisfying. And of course part of the
value of the meal is that it is shared –
food enjoyed together.
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As I write Khader Adnan, a 33-yearold baker from a village near Jenin, in
the West Bank, occupied Palestinian
territory (not far from where we
picnicked in the olive grove) has just
ended a 66 day hunger strike. He
was protesting against ‘administrative
detention’ under which many
Palestinians (currently over 300) are
held indefinitely without charge, in
Israeli jails, subjected to degrading
treatment during their arrest and
imprisonment. Near to death, he
was shackled to his hospital bed. UN
Special Rapporteur Richard Falk
wrote that Khader’s case ‘is a revealing
microcosm of the unbearable cruelty
of prolonged Occupation.’

It can also remind us that we live in
a hungry world. 840 million people
(one in eight of world’s population)
go to bed hungry every night. Many
are children – and malnutrition has
lifelong effects.

We are also sharing solidarity, for the
olive trees are part of peoples’ lives
and culture, harvested in the face of
aggression by Israeli settlers. Food
offered to strangers like myself (present
as an Ecumenical Accompanier),
that’s traditional Middle Eastern
P

Struggling governments in the twothirds world often put arms before
nutrition. Governments in the rich
world, feeling the pinch, review their
aid budgets. Emergency food aid
needs to be backed up by development
aid. But the major cause of hunger
is inequality, between and within
nations. Inequality and injustice.

hospitality. Being human together,
solidarity, hospitality – expressed
through food.

The tragedy is that globally, despite
population growth and climate
change, there should be still enough to
go round. Waste is a major problem,
as is distribution.
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The Israeli authorities, responding
to his deteriorating health, agreed to
release Khader Adnan earlier on April
17. While this has saved his life, Israel
has not been held to account for the
use of this arbitrary and cruel form of
detention.

Jan Sutch Pickard’s reflection for the
month of March, based on Psalm 22:
26, Lectionary for Lent 2 – from the
ChristianAid website

Pray that all those unjustly imprisoned
will be freed. Pray that the world’s
hungry may be fed – and for the
changes that will enable this. Pray
that those who hunger and thirst for
justice may be satisfied. Pray that this
Lent we may both fast and feast!

‘There can be no peace in our world until justice prevails for all who live side by side in Palestine Israel. May we
continue to pray for Jews, Muslims and Christians there, as well as in this country.’ (from Jenny Johnston)

Letter from the Leader
She advises readers to appreciate the
work as bounded within its WWII
context. Lewis is intending to appeal
to the collective imagination and
address matters of communal purpose
during wartime while remaining
with his perception of the shape
and the texture of theological issues
in all times. In so doing he succeeds
in challenging individuals in their
understandings of their own and
God’s goodness.
Unlike Lonergan, Lewis does not use
the language of Ethics where the term
the common good originates. Rather,
his theme is ‘morality’. He writes:
‘morality, then, seems to be concerned
with three things. Firstly, with fair play
and harmony between individuals.
Secondly, with what might be called
tidying up or harmonising the things
inside each individual. Thirdly, with
the general purpose of human life as a
whole: what man was made for: what
course the whole fleet ought to be on:
what tune the conductor of the band
wants it to play’ (2002:73).
Lewis contends that the first (goodness
to another) is reasonably well attended
to by most people but the other two
(knowing self and listening to God)
are very much neglected. It is one thing
to profess goodness but goodness is
only genuine and consistently shared
when it comes from the heart of the
person, and goodness can only assume
meaning when the heart of the person
relates to God and engages in God’s
directions and purposes for the world.
Turning to a contemporary writer,
American Walter Brueggemann gives
us Journey to the Common Good,

Three voices on goodness, Godness, and the common good
From my reading I offer the following
on our topic of the common good.
Please share your reading with me
and with the members of National
Gathering Committee - Jim Tulip,
Clabon Allen, Margaret Allen, Marie
Thompson and Mary Gilchrist - and
highlight 4-8 April 2013 in your
Diary for our event.
From my reading I propose a
definition of the common good as ‘that
which God desires for what God loves
and our engagement with God in
what God loves’.
Canadian Bernard Lonergan, in
Method in Theology (1957), wrote
about falling in love with God. He
explains that when we fall in love with
another person we not only come
to love the other person but to love
things the other person loves. Thus,
when we grow in our love for God, we
grow in our love for what God loves
which is humankind and all creation.
Lonergan proposes a method by which
we can map our development in faith
and our progress towards living in
God. A growing in faith parallels a
growing in love of the world and for
what is goodness or what is God-ness
in and for the world. As faith develops,
we rise above ourselves and move ever
closer to living in God. The result is
action for, on behalf of, to the benefit
of, that which God loves.
On my ‘to read’ list for several years
has been the Englishman C S Lewis’s
Mere Christianity. The Foreword to
my copy is written by Kathleen Norris.
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published in 2010. Brueggemann is
an Old Testament scholar as renown
in his academic field as Lonergan and
Lewis were in theirs. Yet, much of the
scholarliness of this work seems to me
to be overshadowed by his palpable
passion, perhaps his anguish, about
America today. The book arose from
issues relating to 11 September 2001
and flows on to America’s economic
collapse in recent years. Like many
other contemporary commentators,
Brueggemann is suggesting that the
economic structuring of present-day
Western society is ill-grounded and
ill-fated.
Before moving on to text from
Jeremiah and Isaiah, Brueggemann
firstly explores the Israelite journey out
of Egypt, from ‘scarcity to abundance
to neighbourliness’, as the antidote to
what ails modern society. He insists
that ‘persons living in a system of
anxiety and fear – and consequently
greed – have no time or energy for the
common good’ (2010: 28).
He sees that an ideology of ‘paucity’ has
fashioned an ‘entitled consumerism’ to
which we all subscribe. That ideology
has created isolation between peoples
and will always generate quests for
power of the economy, which will
always result in poverty, aggression,
war – as you know, it’s an age-old story.
Brueggemann’s scripturally based
conclusion is to encourage the pursuit
of neighbourliness, covenanting, and
reconstruction.
I look forward to hearing your reading
about goodness, God-ness and the
common good.
Janelle Macgregor
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‘The Common Good’, Sydney Forum, 4th March 2012
Jim Tulip was chairman of this
Forum. Here is an edited extract from
his Introduction of the topic and the
speakers. Further comments from the
Editor are in italics:
‘What then is ‘the Common Good’?
This is the question. Perhaps like me,
you feel privileged to be an Australian.
Arrogantly, we feel we know what the
Common Good is. It is the Australian
way of life. Having a ‘’fair go” is our
birthright. We are so sure of things
that we do not need to think about it.
‘Over against this lack of interest,
there’s a long tradition of Christian
thinking which sees this as an issue
and central to our moral and social
wellbeing. The Catholic catechism
defines ‘the Common Good’ as ‘the
sum total of social conditions which
allow people as groups or as individuals,
to reach their fulfilment more fully and
more easily.’ This is a comprehensive
statement which while abstract might
usefully be applied to each of our
lives. It will be good to remember this
definition as we listen to our speakers
this afternoon.

L to R. Phil Glendenning, Chantelle Ogilvie-Ellis and Niall Reid.
Glendenning’s career and leadership
is itself at the centre of Christian
commitment and action in our time.
Co-founder of ANTaR (Australians
for Native Title and Reconciliation),
he is also a member of National
boards for Social Service and Overseas
Aid and on the Centre for an Ethical
society. Currently he is a member of
the Refugee Council of Australia. [For
more information, visit www.erc.org.au]’

P

E

L

I

N

Niall’s talk was less personal. He talked
about his association with the Sydney
Alliance, but did not illustrate his
concept of the common good through
personal stories. He said that ‘It’s worth
recalling why the Uniting Church is
committed to the Sydney Alliance.’ He
affirmed ‘“with St Paul, that God
was in Christ reconciling the world
to Godself.” Our response to God’s
gracious activity is to be a community of
reconciliation, and live that in obedient
discipleship. Since my first involvement,
I have thought that the Sydney Alliance
is an opportunity to do just that. In the
Sydney Alliance we have been able to
meet, learn from and share with people

‘The majority of these men are unable
to live with their wives and children
because of the risk their simple presence
would pose to them. In addition, we
found a 17 year old minor who was sent
back from Australia last year and ended
up living on the street.

‘Only
last
Wednesday
Phil
Glendenning flew back from Kabul
in Afghanistan, having gone there
to learn more of the lives of those
asylum seekers sent back ‘home’
by the Australian Government. I
would add more generally that Phil
I

‘When Niall Reid came to the Uniting
Church in his role as Moderator
(i.e. leader) in NSW and ACT, he
surprised us by talking about the
Sydney Alliance. This was a coming
together of Trade Unions, churches
and other social bodies to tackle social
problems at the grass-roots level. He is
currently Chairperson of the Sydney
Presbytery for half his time and for
the other half puts into practice in the
community what he has learnt from
his training in the Sydney Alliance.’

Here is part of the story he had to tell
us: ‘This time, further to our previous
visits, we met and interviewed another
32 returned asylum seekers. Fully 30 of
these men are living in extreme danger.
We confirmed the deaths of another two
returnees and the kidnapping of one
other – a friend of mine – who is now
presumed dead. One man I interviewed
had recently survived a rocket being
fired through his house. His wife and
father were killed instantly. He lives
now in hiding in Kabul – along with his
six children – all under the age of nine.

‘We are, indeed, fortunate in having
three speakers with prophetic insights
to offer. Phil Glendenning from the
Edmund Rice Centre has a dramatic
story to tell of seeking the common
good in the midst of society’s turmoil
and evil. Niall Reid has pastoral insights
from a life of suburban and inner
city ministries, and from his recent
involvement in the Sydney Alliance.
Chantelle Ogilvie-Ellis is challenging
herself and the young people among
whom she moves to bring the wisdom
of the Christian Church into relation
with our contemporary world….

P

left their country, because they are seen as
being favourable to the West, and many
are held to have converted to Christianity
…’ [letter dated 17 April 2012]

‘The returnees are being actively targeted
by the Taliban particularly for having
E
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Catholic communities to assist them
to find and live out their social
mission. How the church’s social
and moral teachings are understood
among young people is a focus of her
work…’

from a range of trade unions, community
organisations and other faith groups.’
In the document, ‘An Economy of Life:
Re-imagining human progress for a
flourishing world’, a Uniting Church
document, the following definition of
flourishing (the term ‘common good’ is
not used) is given:

Chantelle is a warm, passionate and
committed young woman. She spoke
of the unique introductory leadership
training courses that have been an
initiative of the Sydney Alliance and
tailored for the senior high school
students by the Catholic Archdiocese
of Sydney’s Justice and Peace Office
in conjunction with the Catholic
Education Office. She said, ‘The courses
have been a tremendous success and the
feed-back we receive has been extremely
encouraging.’ Training in community
leadership is a key feature of the Sydney
Alliance as a way to bring communities,
schools and groups together and for their
voices to be heard in shaping the future
and the type of city in which they live.

‘The Christian faith understands that
God’s goal for life is wholeness….This
vision of wholeness is not about perfection
– physical or spiritual – or freedom from
disaster or suffering. It is not confined
to “the world to come” but is offered as
a reality for the life of this world. It is
a vision of flourishing, abundant life,
of peace and reconciliation, justice and
transformation, love and inclusion for
all creation.’ (July 2009, p 3)
‘Chantelle Ogilvie-Ellis is Justice
and Peace Promoter for the Catholic
Archdiocese of Sydney… Her current
work involves promoting Catholic
social teaching and working with

In addition to helping tailor the
courses for students at Catholic high
schools, Chantelle has been part of the
Alliance ‘listening’ campaigns over
the past two years, uncovering issues of
concern among the city’s many diverse
communities as well as issues that affect
us all no matter what our age or walk of
life. In her schools work she encourages
students to talk freely. ‘What amazes us
is how switched on they are,’ she told us.
If I am to sum up the theme of the
afternoon’s Forum, it would be to
say that each of these speakers was
emphasising the place of listening to
the stories that people want to tell. At
the heart of caring for one another is
allowing each individual the opportunity
to ‘tell their story.’ I encourage other
Wellspring groups to get together and
begin discussions on the Common Good,
and perhaps hold your own forums.
Bonita Frank

Walking the Camino
Some of us may have seen the film,
The Way. Briefly, while his son,
Daniel, is determined to experience
life, conservative ophthalmologist
Tom Avery plods through his days.
He helps others to see, but is content
with a limited personal perspective.
When Daniel dies in a storm in the
Pyrenees Tom discovers he had just
begun a pilgrimage along the Camino
de Santiago. Rather than simply
claiming the body, Tom impulsively
decided to walk the Way of St James
himself in an effort to understand the
son he never really know.

Along the way he falls in with three
other walkers and learns why each is
doing the Camino. Rather than the
predictable path such a film might
tread – desperate travellers finding
love, God and enlightenment by the
end of their trek - The Way is less
definite. None of the travellers exactly
set out in search of meaning. For
any or all of them the Camino could
simply prove a very long walk. And yet
by stepping outside of their normal
lives they come to see the world and
themselves differently. As they walk
through the beauty of the Pyrenees
and achieve what pilgrims through
the ages have achieved, they become
a part of something gently inspiring.
It is a journey worth sharing. But
beware: the film is a sanitised view of
the real walk. It is awesome to think
that millions of people have walked
this way since 750 AD.
While I was watching this film, I was
aware that one of our Wellspring
friends was also walking the Camino.

The Scallop Shell, Pilgrimage symbol
P

I

P

E

L

I

N

E

•

J

U

N

E

2

0

1

2

Pilgrim walkers.
Ingerid Meagher (Day16), after
visiting her family and friends in the
Netherlands, was setting off from St
Jean Pied de Port on the French side
of the Pyrenees, to walk the 800 km
Pilgrim walk through northern Spain
to Compostela de Santiago. Ingerid
hoped to complete the walk in 40
days, and was looking forward to a
quiet contemplative time, time to
reflect upon her life, and to pray. We
look forward to hearing from Ingerid
upon her return.
Bonita Frank
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Review: Another beautiful Anthology
from Mac Nicoll
Let Their Voices Be Heard is a rich
bringing together of poetry, prose and
painting. It is also a gathering of old
friends. Mac Nicoll, the editor, has
drawn on a wide and rewarding circle
of friends – mostly Victorian – to
produce an anthology that has culture
and wisdom and humanity spread out
in a way that only Melbourne (and to
a lesser extent Australia) can supply.
Best of all, it has a friendliness that
includes the reader.
Surprisingly, it is the painters whose
voices are loudest heard. Modern
printing reproduces their colours
brilliantly. From Ray Averill’s
‘Christmas began in a Shed’ to the
oceanic blues, and the reds and the
strong subjects of Wes Campbell, and
Alec Stevenson’s human dramas where
a church mural stands out, alongside
Neville Edwards almost allegorical
studies of Lake Eyre and the Victorian
‘Black Saturday’, there is a celebration
of Australian experience being offered
at a high level of art and spirituality.
At this level Margaret Nicoll must be
everyone’s favourite. Her Melbourne
studies (available as postcards also)
show finesse and a lifetime of coming
to terms with the grace and beauty
of the world round about her. Her
more abstract painting ‘Radiance’ is
remarkable.

The killing-fields are aching still
For the pain-wracked hearts and
souls:
Mannalargenna of George’s Bay
And Evannah his Ben Lomond
wife;
Woorraddy; Trugganner, and three
hundred more,
Dead to diseases not known before.
‘Weep not for us,
but heal this wound’
groans through the sheoak stands.
(Verse 4, p 79)
Horsfield’s suburban train journeys
yield sharp critical responses that are at
the same time tested as blessings. Sandy
Yule’s ‘Metaphysical foundations’ is
just what it says it is, but well caught
in flowing eloquent, almost lyrical,
lines appropriate to a rich mind. Ross
Kingham’s ‘Unknowing’ introduces
a welcome note of uncertainty, the
soul in a contest with certainties. The
poem is appropriately illustrated by a
painting by Ray Averill titled ‘Where
is wisdom to be found?’
I admired Jennifer Meyer’s ‘I see a
bend in the road and I don’t like it’, a
poignant elegy in transit:

There are several leaders in Australian
spirituality among Mac Nicoll’s
friends. Robin Pryor, Julie Perrin,
Sandy Yule, Rodney Horsfield, Gail
Prichard, Ross Kingham and Digby
Hannah are names widely known
across the nation. They offer personal
statements of insight and experience
in their poems. Pryor’s ‘Wybalenna
wound, Flinders Island’, seeing this
locality as an Australian ‘killing field’
is striking:
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and find what you
want to come with you:…
Keep breathing, taking sunrise
photos and posting presents
in envelopes; you are still
alive. (p 48)
Gail Pritchard ‘Mysterious? Well
read on’ highlights the way prose
meditation and reveries rise to a poetic
level where truths can be expressed
naturally, as if in conversation.
Clare Boyd-Macrae also grounds her
imagination in prose-like, almost
confessional, sharings with the
reader. As does Cheryl Lawrie in ‘On
Christmas Day’ where her sympathies
flow in ways different from the hardedged lines of her other poems.
Graeme Gibbons brings wit to ‘Good
Christmas’, while his ‘Boat Arrivals’
is strong Australian commentary
as of a prophetic moral voice. Jeff
Shrowder’s lively reflections work well
in his short poems ‘The Two Great
Commandments’ and ‘In Between’.
His longer ‘European fortnight’
somehow loses its Australian touch
and flavour, perhaps for obvious
reasons.
There are a dozen other poets to
sample and enjoy in Let Their Voices
Be Heard. It is a good mix from Mac
Nicoll’s friends. He must have a
special charm to draw them together
in this surprising anthology, artists
and writers in love with life and with
imaginations warmed by the Holy
Spirit in their native land.
Jim Tulip
Copies can be purchased for $20
(includes package and postage) by
sending cheque or money order payable to:
POETRY PROJECT, MAC NICOLL
Mail to:
Mac Nicoll,
110 McIlwraith Street,
Princes Hill Vic 3054.
Net proceeds will assist Church of All
Nations Community Support Fund
in its innovative local projects.
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Some Thoughts About a Book:
Religion for Atheists by Alain de Botton
In this book, subtitled A Non-believer’s
Guide to the Uses of Religion, author
and philosopher de Botton explores
ways in which atheists can benefit
from religious ideas, principles, and
processes without taking on board
any religious ‘baggage.’ Although we
have not read the book (expensive
and three month library waiting list
despite 70 copies on loan), we heard
de Botton give a public lecture.
We found him a warm, engaging
person who researched religion
respectfully and found some aspects
of it interesting and useful but not
convincing. We write these thoughts
because de Botton identifies ten points
of connection that foster engagement
between believers and non-believers.
De Botton identifies ten potential
contributions
of
religion
for
atheists: Wisdom without Doctrine;
Community; Kindness; Education;
Tenderness; Pessimism; Perspective;
Art; Architecture; and Institutions.
He argues that atheists lack what
religion has to offer: well-structured
advice on living.
De Botton argues that neighbourliness
has been diminished in modern society.

Since the Enlightenment, Western
society has been characterised by
secularism, rationality, and a growing
significance of the individual with a
greater emphasis on the actualisation
of human potential. This has led
to atheism, anonymity, individual
isolation, and a constant seeking after
individual ends. De Botton finds
this process unattractive and seeks to
restore some sense of community for
non-believers.
The secular world isn’t short of bars
and restaurants, but we’re singularly
bad at any kind of regular way of
turning strangers into friends. We
know from parties that people don’t
talk to each other until there’s a good
host that does the introduction.
Religions function as hosts: their
buildings and rituals allow us to
express a latent sociability which lies
beneath our cold exteriors.
He sees the value of the shared meal for
Christians, formalised in the Eucharist,
and the celebration of Shabbat for
people of Jewish faith. They offer a
model for secularists. He builds on
these ideas to suggest developing new
kinds of restaurants where strangers

might go beyond sharing a meal. He
calls these places Agape restaurants
that extend to sharing thoughts and
feelings by asking searching questions
like, ‘Whom can you not forgive?’ or
‘What do you fear?’
Likewise, he draws on the Jewish
Day of Atonement rituals to suggest
an annual ritual apology when
community
members
publicly
apologise (repent?) to those who they
have hurt or harmed.
Drawing on the renewal possible in
contemplative and meditative spaces
like cathedrals, de Botton suggests
that museums be reorganised to create
such spaces for secularists. Likewise
art and architecture should go beyond
mere function to forms that release
beauty and freedom of spirit that
renews and re-energises us.
In summary, atheist philosopher
Alain de Botton has given the church
a great gift by identifying effectively
ten aspects of our tradition that could
enrich community and individual
lives and provide opportunities for
us to share the great riches of the
Christian faith.
Neil and Margaret Holm
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NEXT ISSUE: The theme for the September issue will be ‘The Prophetic Voice’.
Editor: bonitafrank@hotmail.com, mobile 0407 337 220 or phone 02 4455 1724.
Deadline for material is Friday, 3rd August 2012.
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