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An equitable society for all people
Equity lay behind most discussions at the
G20 last month. Equity captures ideas
of fairness or justice in the way people
are treated. Rather than applying the
strict interpretations of the law, equity
ensures conscience or common sense or
morality is taken into account. Equity
lies behind the G20 discussions on
corporate tax avoidance: multinational
companies’ avoidance of tax might be
legal but it is not equitable.
Equity lies behind the communiqué
of the C20 (or ‘Civil Society 20’),
a platform for dialogue between the
political leaders of G20 countries
and representatives of civil society
organisations. The communiqué called
on leaders
• to reduce inequality thus increasing
sustained economic growth.
• to ensure economic growth increases
employment and the self-esteem that
valued work brings.
• to ensure growth is not at the expense
of any sector of the population including
women, people with disability, youth,
Indigenous Peoples, children, long-term
unemployed, low-skilled workers, single
parents, lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender people and older people.
• to expand universal access to high
quality health and education services
financed through fair tax systems
• to alleviate poverty through the
provision of effective and efficient social
services and to ensure a reasonable
standard of living for the unemployed.
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» IN SID E this issue
» EQUITY

• to invest in housing, education,
communications,
Internet
access
and healthcare, in addition to trade
infrastructure, energy and transport.
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In the following article, Geoff Stevenson
(Old Toongabbie NSW, Day 17)
illustrates some ways in which these
global equity issues find expression at the
local level through the Sydney Alliance
(http://bit.ly/SydAll).
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6:55 pm on a warm spring evening
in Parramatta Town Hall. There was
a buzz in the air as over 400 people,
many wearing colours of the various
organisations they represented, filled
the venue. The Leigh Memorial
Uniting Church Fijian Choir was
in full voice and outside the Asian
Women at Work drummed people
into the Assembly. Those who would
speak, lead, or who represented
particular organisations filled the
stage.
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I leaned over to an 18-year-old
Tongan woman who had agreed
to speak about one of the issues –
employment. I introduced myself as
one of the co-chairs and thanked her
for coming. I knew she had found it
difficult to do this and had pulled out
before being encouraged to step up.
She asked if I would read her page of
notes to see if it was okay. I took the
page and read the story of a young
woman who desperately wanted to
work but could not find a job. She
completed the HSC a year ago but no
one would employ her or her sister.
Both were proud young women and
wanted to work to help out their
family who survived on a low income.
They walked through shopping
centres looking for vacancies but
nothing came of it. They attended
courses that cost their family money
that was hard to come by but still this
did not help them find work. They
weren’t entitled to Centrelink support
and adult transport fares cost them a
lot of money.

Stories were told that cut through
the theory and rhetoric to reveal the
difficult reality for many people.
Solutions that were researched,
developed and formulated were
offered. We asked for commitments
from politicians and business leaders
to work together for a more just,
equitable society that works for all
people.
We were organised and well prepared.
We had spoken to thousands of
people across Sydney and conducted
hundreds of table talks (http://bit.ly/
TabTalk) to hear, discern and distil the
particular issues that were dominant
in people’s lives and caused most
serious difficulty and struggle. We
had spent several months as a team
putting this Assembly together, one of
several across Sydney over a 2-month
period. We represented organisations
as diverse as Christians, Muslims
and Jews, trade unions, community
organisations
from
Settlement
Services International (working with
asylum seekers) to Cancer Council,
the Western Sydney Community
Forum and the Arab Council of
Australia. Over 30 organisations were
represented and we came together to
work together for the common good.

I read this desperate story and smiled
at her, saying that it was very well
prepared and a really important story.
She smiled back and was encouraged.
I was moved. This young woman,
I’ll call her Lisa, shared her story
with the 400 people, including State
Government MPs and a Minister.
She highlighted before all these
people the basic reality that she, along
with many other young people, could
not find work!
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Jesus noticed the Lisas of his day
and drew them into conversation
and community. His call for justice,
echoing the Old Testament prophets
and the voice of God, can’t be silenced.
The little ones, like Lisa with her soft
voice lacking confidence or authority,
speak into our hearts and remind us
of what it means to belong to a fair
society and to welcome one another
as sisters and brothers. She reminded
me of Jesus’ call to love God with
everything and to love my neighbour
as myself. She challenged me to think
about my priorities and to ponder
where Jesus would be and how he
would respond to what he had heard.

Before the Assembly we held a public
event to launch what was called the
Olive Ribbon. This became a symbol
of our diversity and commitment to
overcome prejudice and intolerance
in our society. There was a press
conference and then the Olive
Ribbons given out with the words:
‘This ribbon symbolises our living
and working together peacefully and
respectfully, inclusive of people of all
faiths and all ethnicities. We pledge not
to position any community as ‘the other’.
We are one Australia which will not be
divided. Our diversity makes us stronger
and richer and we will stand together hurt one of us and you hurt us all.’

Other stories shared on this evening in
Western Sydney highlighted the plight
of people seeking affordable housing
in Australia’s most expensive city.
The barriers that exist and difficulties
that arise were revealed, along with
researched solutions. The difficulties
we all experience in travelling around
this city were shared and in particular,
the difficulty many have in accessing
railway stations because there are
many steps. The imposed fee on the
rail link to the airport is excessive and
difficult for low paid workers. We
P

This was the Western Sydney
Assembly of the Sydney Alliance.
This wonderful event highlighted
issues of justice and equity in our
society. It cut beneath the political
discourse and business excess and
called us to work together for the well
being of all people. The answers lie
within our grasp only as we put aside
our differences and seek the common
good. Where people continue to
pursue their own ambitious claims
or self-centred desires and business
seeks excessive profit over all else, the
small ones of our society get trampled
upon and lose out. People like Lisa,
the young Tongan woman, are lost
in statistics and propaganda, excuses
and rhetoric. These are people with
a face and a voice. Sydney Alliance
amplifies that voice and brings it to
the attention of civil society.

also described the impossibility of
parking, transport, and patient dropoff at Australia’s largest health precinct
around the four Westmead Hospitals.

D

E

C

E

M

B

E

R

2

As one of the co-chairs on the night
I told the Assembly that the Sydney
Alliance reminded me of my faith’s
call to love and justice and that justice
is what love looks like in public. An
equitable society requires the voice
of the church to stand out strong,
loud and clear for justice, peace and
inclusive community. If our voice
is absent or too soft, God will speak
through others who will proclaim
truth and justice.
Through the
Sydney Alliance I have encountered
people across the breadth our society
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who seek justice, equity and peace.
They work for it in various ways and
in them I experience God’s presence,
even if they profess no specific faith.
God still works through those who

we must. I am reminded of the words
of Desmond Tutu: ‘Without us, God
won’t! Without God, we can’t!’

do what God wants and if we all get
on board, working collaboratively, we
can make a difference and build an
equitable, just society. We can’t do
it alone – nor should we! But do it

o

Equity for Palestine
Janelle Macgregor (Helena Valley
WA, Day 29) went on a study tour of
Palestine in September. She recalls an
address by a representative of Kairos
Palestine and reflects on how she and we
might promote equity in Palestine.

aspects of daily living like the issuing
of drivers’ licenses, the installation
of landline phones, and access to
Jerusalem. The word ‘apartheid’ is
used widely and is openly identifiable
in some areas of Palestine.

What I heard
The Kairos Document [http://bit.ly/
KairDoc] took 20 months to create.
The ecumenical, lay, and ordained
authors sought to integrate their
various styles of theology to speak
as one Christian voice opposing the
oppression, evil, suffering, and pain
of the Palestinian people under Israeli
occupation. The authors chose an
unapologetically ‘liberation theology’.
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What I am doing
I am telling my story. Every time I
tell my story, I cry when I mention
children. What few children I saw
were quiet and wary of strangers or
overly eager to sell souvenirs. I heard
about children being arrested and
incarcerated in adult prisons, schools
being regularly tear-gassed, and I
acquired a general awareness that
the place of children in this ongoing
conflict is alarming. I am still sorting
through the memories about children
that I brought home and I am
uncertain about what I might do with
them.

The churches in Palestine are
responding to the Document in
various ways. One example is that
48% of non-government agencies in
Palestine are run by Christians who
comprise only 1.2% of the Palestinian
population.

Our visitor spoke about some of
the difficulties facing Palestinians at
present. In 2004, the International
Court of Justice determined that
the separation wall is illegal yet
construction continues and the
proposed length of the wall on
completion will be 745 kilometres.
Although most water in IsraelPalestine is in Bethlehem, the costs
of supply to Palestinians is higher and
less reliable than to Israelis. Israel
has power over imports into, and
exports out of, Palestine, and controls
I

My group also met the Mufti of
Jerusalem, EAPPI Accompaniers in
Hebron, the United Nation Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs, a representative from the
Palestinian Authority’s Negotiation
Affairs, the Palestinian Conflict
Resolution Centre, the Latin Bishop of
Jerusalem, a Lutheran Bishop, a Rabbi
working in reconciliation, various
Palestinian Christian professional
people, and the Australian Diplomat
in Ramallah. We heard the cry
for peace. We felt the strength of
resistance and the commitment to
reconciliation.

The Kairos Document was written in
2010 and since then Kairos Palestine
has grown into a movement for
global justice with much support
from international churches and
youth groups. The Document urges
Palestinians to see the face of God
in their enemy; to resist behaviours
of harassment, aggression or violence
used against them; and to relieve and
avoid oppression because both are
harmful. Palestinian Christians are
encouraged to live out their faith.
They are encouraged to affirm that
as the ‘first’ church the Palestinian
church has a mission in the land: to
say no to oppression, to say no to
immigration, and to witness to nonviolent reconciliation.

Janelle Macgregor

P

allowed to drive cars. I heard personal
stories. I saw military policing in the
West Bank. I heard guns.

What I witnessed
The Kairos Palestine Document calls
Christians internationally to “come
and see”. I went and saw. I saw the
separation wall and I passed through
the checkpoints. I experienced the
water / sewage / hygiene difficulties.
I saw poverty. I saw paths where
Palestinians are not allowed to walk
and streets where Palestinians are not
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Meantime, I have spoken to our Perth
Wellspring folk and visitors to our
last meeting. This year, for the first
time, our group is having a public
end-of-year worship service and we
are dedicating the service to praying
for peace in Palestine at Christmas.
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accepting the recommendation put
to the Gathering that we write a
statement in support of the Kairos
Document. I encourage you to read
the Kairos Document online [http://
bit.ly/KairDoc], and to re-visit our
Wellspring statement [http://bit.ly/
WellKair].

I am organizing circle dancing and
mandala making to incorporate into
the worship for participative prayer
and reflection.

What we might all do
We might all remember the words
of Martin Luther King Jr: “Injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere”.

Settlements [http://bit.ly/KairBoy],
participating in the Olive Tree
Campaign – Keep Hope Alive [http://
bit.ly/KaiOlive], or following up links
to received prayer and newsletters from
Palestinian groups or international
advocacy groups (like the PalestineIsrael Ecumenical Network here in
Australia http://pien.org.au/) so as to
continue to be informed about the
tragedy that is Israel-Palestine.

Positive actions for individuals or
congregations might include offerings
to this year’s Christmas Bowl, joining
in boycotts of products from Israeli

Those who attended the 2013
Gathering in Sydney will remember

o

Secularism in an Equitable Society
An equitable society should be one in
which the balance between secularism
and the public expression of faith or
religion is fair and just. In the following
piece, I explore this notion further.
(Editor).
In an article in the Queensland
Courier-Mail, Margaret Wenham
argues that we should seek a society
where we “put our citizenship first
and personal religious beliefs firmly
second”. I agree with her conclusion
but I disagree with her logic. She
endorses the principle that everyone
should keep their religious beliefs
to themselves – in their homes and
places of worship – and out of the
broader society. Her logic is based
on a limited and constrained view
of secularism. Wenham believes
that secularism (or laïcité in French)
focuses on the state-religion
relationship. Scholars like eminent
Canadian philosopher Charles Taylor
argue that secularism focuses on the
proper response of the democratic
state to diversity. Democratic societies
require solidarity; otherwise, they fall
apart. They require mutual trust and
a sense on the part of some members
that other members stand with them.
Societies recognise the importance of
solidarity but they seek the goal in
different ways. Taylor suggests two
typical responses: the US response
and the French response. Wenham
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endorses the French response but
does not consider the US response.
Each response reflects the historical,
social, and cultural foundations of the
society.

A society’s sense of solidarity can be
sustained only if all of its different
spiritual groups recreate their sense
of dedication to it. Young Muslims
drawn to extremism and violence may
be motivated to join the movement
overseas because they feel excluded in
contemporary society. The Australian
society that both Wenham and I seek
is one where these embryonic terrorists
see solidarity as central to their faith/
philosophy, where Christians see it as
central to their Christianity, where
other Muslims see it as central to
their Islam, where Jews and all other
faiths see it as central to their faith,
and where the various kinds of nonreligious philosophies see it as central
to their philosophies.

As Wenham points out, French
identity is based on the country’s
unique
brand
of
republican
secularism (laïcité). Taylor argues
that the French efforts to strengthen
solidarity by insisting on laïcité and
by banning overt religious expression
in some contexts are both ineffective
and counter-productive. Why? They
exclude many people who reside in
France from a sense of belonging
fully to the nation. In many ways
the French response to expression of
religious diversity reflects its attitude
to diversity in the use of the French
language – the Académie française
protects language purity.

Contrary to Margaret Wenham,
Taylor argues that religion provides
a profound and powerful base of
solidarity, and to marginalise it would
be a big mistake, just as marginalizing
atheistic philosophies would be
a mistake. Democratic societies,
in their tremendous diversity, are
powered by many different engines
of commitment to a common ethic.
They cannot afford to switch off any
of these engines and hope to maintain
a political community.

The other way to preserve solidarity
is to redefine identity. By the end
of the 19th century, as increasing
numbers of Catholics, Jews, and
others of divergent views migrated
to the US, significant sectors of
society began to sense that they were
becoming excluded by the Protestant
Christian majority. Like the later
feminist groups, these excluded
groups demanded full citizenship
and redefined the political order by
obtaining it.
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Taylor’s approach provides a powerful
tool to analyze contemporary debate
in Australia over chaplaincy in schools.
But this analysis will have to wait until
another time.
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The Joy of the Gospel Promotes Equity
The theme of this issue is “An Equitable
Society: A Lost Cause?” What are our
dreams or fears about the future of
healthcare, housing, and education in
Australia? How can we move closer
to a Kingdom view on these core social
issues? Helen Barnes (new address of 37

Macedon St. Sunbury 3168) shares her
dreams for a more equitable society.

Mary Mackillop each found a way to
inner peace in the midst of trials and
difficulties in their own countries and
in the wider world scene.

I find comfort and meaning in Pope
Francis’s encyclical, The Joy of the
Gospel [http://bit.ly/JoyGosp ]. In it
he says that humanity is at ‘a turning
point in its history.’

Helen Barnes

What are we turning from? Hopefully
we are turning from violence and
disrespect for the dignity of others. This
involves a change of attitude; a change
of heart.

I believe each of us is being invited
to engage in our own spiritual, sacred
journey for in doing so we are able
to stand firm on our attitude and
concern for others. This then affects the
decisions made for the welfare of others
and strengthens the respect we have for
each other member of the human race.

So what do we need to turn to? We
need to turn to a more compassionate
view of mankind on a world scale and
in the realms within which we are
living our lives. People like Gandhi
and Thomas Merton and our own

o

In the words of Pope Francis, “remain
steadfast in our intention to respect
others, to heal wounds, to build bridges,
to strengthen relationships and to “bear
one another’s burdens” (Gal 6:2).

Leader’s Letter

My letter in this issue takes the form of three farewells. Neil Holm
Vale Noelene Martin

minister’s wife. She was determined
to serve the Church in the way she
believed God wanted her to, not to
fulfil any stereotype.
After John served churches in Waverley
and Bega, they moved to Coolamon
where she became Zone Coordinator
for Playgroups in the Riverina. They
moved to North Shropshire in England
in 1985 where Noelene became highly
involved in Traidcraft. She took
Traidcraft to stalls in churches, village
halls, fetes and bazaars. At this time,
her first book, a collection of six plays
to which she contributed four, was
published by the National Christian
Education Council in the United
Kingdom.
After three years they returned to Taree
where she taught literacy in the Basic
and Adult Education department of
Taree TAFE. She continued writing
and was published in the School
Magazine.
Her largest and most ambitious writing
project was the biography of Freda

Noelene Martin (Faulconbridge NSW,
Day 3) died at Helsinki Airport on
Friday 29 August while she and John
were on holidays. They had enjoyed
three weeks in Ireland, another three in
Scotland and England, and were about
to set out on a Trafalgar coach tour of
Finland, Russia, and the Baltic States.
Noelene was born on 25 July, 1951.
She attended Hilltop Road Public
School, Merrylands High School,
and Westmead Teachers College.
She married John on 12 May, 1973.
She did not become a conventional
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Whitlam. Her son, Robert, applies
Noelene’s description of Freda to
Noelene herself:
Many people have appreciated her
wit and charm, her creativeness,
generosity
and
intuitiveness.
She has lived a life of duty and
service, devoted to her family, the
community, the poor and God.
There can be people in all walks of
life who can say ‘My life has been
the richer for knowing Noelene
Martin’.

Vale Roy Lanigan
Roy Lanigan (Hampton Park Vic, Day
13) died on Sunday 28 September
2014. He was a valued member of our
community. He came to several of our
National Gatherings, participated in
meetings in Victoria, and from time to
time wrote something for Pipeline.
In September 2013, Roy wrote, in part,
As part of my community
involvement, I am a trade unionist.
Continued on page 8
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An Open Space
Gathering
Our Ballarat Gathering will be built
around Open Space.
We will create open spaces in which
members can meet to discuss,
exchange ideas, build networks,
challenge each other, pray together,
create an impromptu choir, watch a
film, share a ramble, reflect on the
Museum of Democracy. We are
limited only by our imaginations.

h

Open Space is a powerful group
process that supports positive
transformation in organizations like
Wellspring.
Open Space inspires creative
solutions, improves communication
and enhances collaboration. We will
all benefit if this happens.

h

Open Space is an effective process for
organizations and communities to
identify critical issues, voice to their
passions and concerns, learn from
each other, and, when appropriate,
take collective responsibility for
finding solutions. Let’s do it!
These slides give a visual insight into
the way Open Space works. They are
adapted from an Indian original (yes,
Open Space works in India, too!)
hence the Indian pictures.

h

When you’ve read this, send your
questions to:
neil.holm.wellspring@gmail.com

Wellspring
National Gathering
Ballarat
17-20 September 2015
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was not easy for her. Sexist opposition
and suspicion plagued her throughout
her ministry in all kinds of ways.
Nevertheless, more and more came
to recognise the equality of the sexes
as fundamental to sound Christian
teaching.
Lola was committed also to the
development of sound marriages.
To this end, she prepared marriage
preparation courses, and especially
marriage enrichment courses. Many
can testify to the value these courses
brought to their own marriages.
Some clergy began taking marriage
preparation and enrichment more
seriously, and began using Lola’s
material. Lola also pioneered the
enneagram program to assist couples
and others in greater self-awareness.
In her final years of struggle with cancer
Lola’s faith was tested often. But her
love for her Lord never wavered; and
many friends nourished her spiritual
life with pastoral care and practical
support. A hymn chosen by Lola for
her funeral shows the centrality of
love for all who would follow the God
of love. “O God of all the years of life,
From birth to death, through youth
to age, We praise you for the gift of
love Our dearest priceless heritage.”
(Tribute prepared by Ian Kerr (Forest
Lake Qld, Day 26).

community. Roy will be missed. For
us, he was one of a kind. Our world
is poorer when we lose people like him
who might be called affectionately
“characters” because they don’t fit the
stereotypical mould.

Vale Lola Mavor Green
I am involved in party political
affairs especially those that concern
standards of public life and welfare
such as public health, housing,
transport, and power that all affect
the daily lives of all citizens and
their secular standard of living.
In this endeavour I engage with
many who hold different beliefs
and who have different allegiances.
Some challenge the ownership of
material resources and how they
are to be publically enjoyed and by
whom. Christians of the left believe
that God gave the resources of the
earth to the people of the earth.
These resources are to be developed
and used by the God-given talents
of each person, to the glory of God,
for the common good through the
agency of Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
Roy’s strong Christian socialist
perspective will be missed in our

Lola Mavor Green’s deep personal
commitment to her Lord and her
passionate commitment to social
justice informed much of her life.
Her major ministry was to develop
women’s work throughout the Uniting
Church in Queensland. When the
State Synod established a department
to emphasise the importance of
women’s work in Church and society,
Lola was appointed its first director.
Although Lola achieved much in this
ministry, and many women today
can look back with gratitude to the
contribution Lola made in this field, it

BAMM: Books, Art, Music, Movies

BAMM is a place where Members and Friends reflect on their recent viewing, hearing, creating, and reading in ways that
engage the central concerns of the Wellspring community.

BAMM: BOOKS
In this review with a difference, David Sloane (Corowa NSW, Day 15) reviews a set of teaching CDs rather than a book.
If there is one set of teaching CDs I
would recommend to anyone, it is
Richard Rohr’s “New Great Themes
of Scripture”.
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gradually unfold through both the
Hebrew and Christian scriptures:
shame and separation; sacrifice and
non-violence; law; grace; the re-

Instead of treating the Bible as a
collection of isolated books, he
treats it as one inspired theology.
Rohr uncovers nine prime ideas that
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friend’s parents there, and I took part
in an Alternatives to Violence training
weekend. After taking my boys, James
and Sam, to three Australian Yearly
Meetings, I felt it was my spiritual
home and I applied for membership.
This was approved in May 2014.

definition of power; mystery; fear and
intimacy, the paradox of the cross,
and the process of transformation and
mutual indwelling.
I have played these 10 CDs many
times over in my car and always I get a
fresh insight or hear something I have
missed before. Rohr’s way of public
speaking before an audience is totally
engaging and very easy to listen to.

I highly recommend volunteering
at the Quaker Tapestry to anyone.
From the moment I saw the rainbow
painted gate I felt at home. I was
taught how to operate the till, to
sell entry tickets to visitors, QT
merchandise, and to generally look
after the exhibition. It is a very well
organized place with lists of things to
do if it is quiet. We would put out the
flags and the signs of welcome, set up
the introductory video and headsets,
check the lights were all shining on
the 50 or so tapestries on display.
The children’s Quaker style costumes
inevitably needed to be tidied up.

Lisa Wriley
these quiet, non-conformists have made
to the modern world. Stories from the
forefront of the industrial revolution,
developments in science and medicine,
astronomy, the abolition of slavery, social
reform, and ecology are all revealed from
within the stunning needlework. See
http://www.quaker-tapestry.co.uk/.
On her recent visit to the UK, Lisa
Wriley (Kariong NSW, Day 8) spent
some time volunteering in Kendal, the
home of the tapestry.

Richard Rohr is a Franciscan priest
from Albuquerque, New Mexico.
He leads retreats and lectures
internationally. He is founding
director of the Centre for Action
and Contemplation and is a regular
visitor to the local state prison. He has
written numerous books but his tapes
and CDs have made him a household
name in both Roman Catholic
and Protestant circles. He is also a
very trenchant critic of the modern
church, especially in reference to his
own Catholic Church. Sometimes I
wonder how he gets away with it but
he has no problem with the current
Pope. He is also well known for his
searching one liners such as, “If you
do not transform your pain, you will
always transmit it.”

Waiting for a bus to Ambleside in
1994, I stumbled across the Quaker
Tapestry in Kendal. Little did I know
that it had only opened a couple of
months before I saw it. I was deeply
inspired. I went home with the
Quaker Tapestry Illustrated Guide,
Christian Faith and Practice, a QT
Tea towel, bookmark, and a wish to
understand Quakerism more.

Rohr’s insights, often given in a
psychological framework, give a whole
new understanding of the gospel for
today.

Visitors from all over England and
the world came to see these beautiful
works telling the social history of
Quakers and what they believe – a
‘Bayeaux in bits’, begun in 1981. The
visitor I will remember most was a
man who came through on his own
and when I asked him how he was
finding it – he answered me with
tears in his eyes: “My wife would have
loved it”.

As an active Uniting Church young
person I kept bumping into Quakers
in ecumenical committees and
social justice campaigns. I visited
Wahroonga meeting, found my

The 10 set disc box set is worth about
$80 from a Catholic book shop but is
worth every cent. I guarantee you will
not be disappointed.

Jane, the resident stitcher, sorted me
out with my first left-handed attempt
at Quaker stitch – “Undo all that!” she
said. Once we worked out there were
special instructions for left-handers it
all worked out. I had taken my new
Australian Sample kit and became
something of an ‘expert.’ I took the
opportunity to stitch in Iona, at my
Quaker B&B family in Glasgow, on
trains, and on the flight home.

BAMM: ART
Quaker Tapestry Highlights
Equity
The Quakers (The Religious Society of
Friends) are committed to building
a more peaceful, equitable, just and
compassionate world. This commitment
is reflected in many of the panels of
the Quaker Tapestry. The tapestry tells
of Quaker events and insights. It is a
celebration of the significant contribution
P

I

P

E

L

I

N

E

•

I am still going with my stitching –
the words in my piece say “Walk in
the Light”.

Quaker Schools Panel C7 of the
Quaker Tapestry at Kendal, UK. The
Quaker Tapestry is a community textile
of 77 embroidered panels made by
4000 people from 15 countries.
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It isn’t very big and I am determined
to finish it.
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Engagement

Engagement: Members and Friends will have an opportunity to engage with or respond to ideas that
were addressed in the previous issue of Pipeline. Engaging with the ideas of others, respondents will
affirm and / or commend the ideas and also take the opportunity to recommend other points of view.
Engagement with the Wellspring Trip to Iona
Peggy Goldsmith and Jim Tulip
(Woodford NSW, Day 3) report on
the visit of nine friends and members
of Wellspring Community to Iona for
the 2014 September week on the topic
of ‘Economic Social Justice’. Kathy
Galloway, a former Leader of the Iona
Community and a visitor to Australia
to Canberra National Gathering in
2007, led the discussions. Jan Sutch
Pickard assisted in the program, and
being well-known to Wellspringers,
made everyone feel welcome. Peter
Millar in Edinburgh met with members
of the group and confirmed his love and
support of the Australian Community.
The Australians were Lisa Wriley, Bill
& Ruth Thomas, Clabon & Margaret
Allen, Trish & John Thorpe, Peggy
Goldsmith & Jim Tulip.
The weather at Iona was superb. Blue
skies, green fields, white sheep, sailing
boats, a Harvest Moon over the
Sound, healthy walks and pilgrimages
– plus all the charms of the Abbey,
dining together, helping in the
kitchen and on tables and elsewhere
(polishing knobs) and the Bookshop
-- were all part of a wonderful week.
Worship in the Abbey morning and
evening remain the centrepiece of
Iona’s spirituality.
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The studies on Economic Social
Justice were shared between Kathy
Galloway and David McNair. Kathy
drew people out to reveal their
own experience in a wide range
of countries on the spirituality of
‘economics’ to begin with. David
McNair, a youngish Irishman, widely
involved in international aid agencies,
surprised us, having come directly
from Canberra where he had been
submitting documents based on
Oxfam publications to the Australian
Treasurer. It seemed a remarkable
shift from Canberra to Iona. His
interest was in ‘inequity and structural
imbalance of financial resources within
developed and developing countries’.
He drew attention to major reports
for members of the seminar to pursue
further.
The week’s experience was strongly
positive and continued the good
relations and long traditions between
Australian Wellspring people and the
Iona Community.
Lisa Wriley (Kariong NSW, Day 8)
adds her perspective
Around twenty years ago, I learned
about the Wellspring Community –
Isobel Bishop invited me to come to
a Wellspring Community meeting at
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Ebenezer Uniting Church. Andrew
and I had drawn up a plan for a
Simple Living Centre and she asked
me to share my ideas.
I had wanted to go to Iona for Easter
1995, but I never made it there – until
August 2014, nearly twenty years
later.
I have often felt like I was one of
very few Wellspring folk who hadn’t
been to Iona. I have seen photos of
pilgrimages and stone crosses and
heard stories, read prayers and sung
songs from Iona and Wild Goose
Worship. Peter and Dorothy Millar
came to my home, met ‘baby James’,
and Kathy Galloway was our guest at
a women’s gathering at the Kariong
Eco Garden.
At our last National Gathering,
when Jan Sutch-Pickard was our
wonderful guest, we were asked if we
were interested in going to Iona in
September 2014 for a week with the
theme of Economic Justice. The week
before that, in the McLeod Centre
was themed Peace in Our Churches.
Andrew and the boys joined in the 6
day program at the McLeod Centre.
We all stayed in the Hermit’s Cell
Room, with a beautiful view of Dun
I. We shared in the daily tasks, helped
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with meals and clean ups, used the
craft room, joined in the pilgrimage,
shared in several worship services and
James played his flute at the concert.
Sam enjoyed having Eamonn from
Northern Ireland and Marie from
Czech Republic take him and
sometimes James to climb mountains,
visit CAMAS, explore beaches and
jump off the jetty. James caught up
on some schoolwork and joined in the
Peace in our Churches program on
the last day.
Andrew and I were able to join in most
of the Peace in our Churches program
and met many interesting people from
around the UK and across the world.
Several Iona Community members
were present during that week and I
was invited to share about Wellspring
Community in the session about
the Iona Community. On Friday
morning I farewelled my family (who
were heading straight to Glasgow and
flying home the next day) and moved
into a B&B at Martyr’s Bay for the
Friday night, before my second week,
this time with Wellspring folk.
Iona is little community all of it’s
own, with a rich history of people
living off the land and the water. I
had introduced myself to the Head
teacher at the Iona Primary School
and Sam had visited to give some
small Australian gifts to the children
(just 20 of them in the school). The
school was flying an Eco Schools flag
and it turned out they needed some
help with their Wormery. I organized
to collect a bucket of composting
earthworms from St Columba’s
Hotel’s worm farm and spent some
time on the Friday with the kids
getting their Wormery operational
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again. I gave the school a book
called “Yucky Worms!”, that I had
bought at the Centre for Alternative
Technology.
I joined in a yoga class on the Saturday
morning, treated myself to some
lunch as St Columba’s Hotel and
went to meet the boat and welcome
my Wellspring friends.
I had my own little room in the
Abbot’s House and really appreciated
the opportunity for solitude in
between the communal activities. I
read the Bible with new insights and
Mary Robinson’s Memoir ‘Everybody
Matters’, journalled and worked
on my embroidery and a rainbow
weaving. Life on Iona follows a very
regular pattern and even now I am
conscious that every day at 6am or
6pm Australian (EST) there is a
worship service taking place on Iona
(9pm and 9am respectively).
The staff and resident volunteers
shared in the life of the temporary
community we formed, while having
their own system of rosters and
days off to help them sustain what
would otherwise be a pretty grueling
schedule. Being there for two weeks
was unusual and I felt very welcomed
by the staff and volunteers.
It was lovely to meet some other
Australians in the Iona program – one
from Brisbane and two from Victoria.
We all shared the song ‘For You Deep
Stillness” with our fellow residents at
the concert.
I was very interested to hear more about
the Iona Community throughout the
week and Peggy facilitated sharing
about the Wellspring Community
at the Iona Community information
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session. Becoming a member is
certainly a much bigger step than I feel
it is in Wellspring. I like the sound of
their hallowing service and the annual
commitment process. We discussed
the realities of being accountable for
use of time and money and did a good
exercise about that. How we use our
own money is all connected with
economic justice on a bigger scale.
So many memories during those
two weeks: communion service the
first Sunday; assisting Francis who
was blind and deaf; a cello recital by
a volunteer Elise, who was leaving;
candle light in the Abbey; touching
the stone buildings at the Abbey, the
Nunnery and the crosses; dancing
at the Ceilidh; lying on the grass
outside St Oran’s Chapel listening to
Quinn singing like an angel; the full
moon over the water, the geese flying
overhead; throwing the pebbles into
the water; the library; cleaning the
toilets the first week and the showers
the second week; and of course the
delicious never ending food and cups
of tea. I haven’t even mentioned the
weather – it really was beautiful most
days!
I have come home and begun a regular
morning prayer time in my front yard
during and after feeding my chooks. I
take my prayer diary out with me and
find that I rarely get disturbed (and
can almost ignore the traffic passing
my place). It is so good to have found
a daily practice that is working for
me. So, while many things are pretty
much the same as they were before I
set off on my pilgrimage, I feel more
connected to my own soul and I am
listening for that of God within me.
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