P I P E L I N E

D E C E M B E R

2 0 1 5

The Newsletter of the Wellspring Community Inc • An Australian Community inspired by the Iona Community

From the Editorial Panel
Much of this edition of Pipeline
comes from the National Gathering
in Ballarat in September. These
reflections and opportunities are an
invitation from the Wellspring people
at the Gathering to all the members
and friends of Wellspring as our
Community moves into 2016 and
beyond.
We hope all Wellspring
people will own the outcomes of
the gathering as we seek to further
enhance our spiritual and action goals
to which we are committed.
• Pick out particular aspects from the
various reports.
• Make a phone call
• Send an email
• Ask one of the Action Step Conveners
to include you in their contact lists.
• Pray and reflect upon these Spiritfilled opportunities.
The Book of Proceedings from the
Gathering is available from Jan in
hard copy and may be available
for download from the Wellspring
website soon.
One of the priorities from the
Gathering is the continuing evolution
of Pipeline. Pipeline belongs to the
people of Wellspring. It is not a
creature of the editorial panel, or even
of the Leader or Council, though each
has valued input.
Pipeline is a means of Communication
for the people of Wellspring. Together
with the Prayer Diary, Directory, Jan
and the office, email, the web page,
publications, phone calls, cell groups
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» IN SID E this issue
THE EDITORIAL PANEL
» FROM
Eric Smith

and the Gathering, Pipeline is a means
for the dispersed people of Wellspring
to engage with one another, that is, to
build community.
Pipeline is valued for its reflective
articles, for reviews of books, art
and music, for the leader’s letter and
for the other news and notices of
the Community. It is available to
publicise the thinking and actions
by any member or friend in our life
journeys and in the special emphases
of Wellspring: Spirituality & Worship,
Peace & Social Justice, Ecumenical &
Interfaith, Reconciliation, Healing &
Hospitality, and Sustainability.
However, we are missing something
– or more precisely someone. We
urgently need a female perspective on
the editorial panel. Please talk to Neil
if your think you could participate in
the Community in this way.
The editorial panel invites you to
contribute. We are very open to lots
of ideas, though, of course reserve the
editor’s normal rights. Try us – we’ll
probably say yes. The email for the
panel is a new one:
pipeline@wellspring.org.au
Eric Smith for the editorial panel.
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2015 National Gathering Issue:
Wellspring Rediscovers its Eureka!
Report prepared by Alex Scutt (Vic
Day 22), a member of the Gathering
Planning Committee and the facilitator
of much of the Gathering. The Book
of Proceedings, a full report of the
Gathering, is on the website.
Our Gathering in Ballarat (17-20
September) was convened using a
format that has been used successfully
by thousands of people on four
continents for nearly three decades.
It was new to all participants and
was being tried for the first time at
a Wellspring Gathering. It is called
Open Space Technology.
It started on the Thursday evening
when Jan Crombie, newly arrived in
Melbourne from Brisbane in her role
as Parish Partnerships Co-ordinator in
the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne,
introduced the first talking circle. We
entered a large room in which there
were chairs arranged in a large circle.
When all had gathered, a talking piece
was introduced and the concept of
the circle elucidated. Whoever had
the talking piece was the only one
speaking, and the piece was passed
around the circle from person to
person. We were asked, “What are
your feelings as you travelled here,
and what is your anticipation?” We
repeated this process on each day of
the Gathering at the end of our day’s
work. People felt heard and affirmed.
Everyone had a chance to speak.
On Friday morning the first session of
Open Space began with Jan Crombie
introducing us to the concept. Again
the chairs were in a circle. No-one
really quite knew what to expect. As
the facilitator, Jan introduced the
gathering to the concept of the Law
of Two Feet and the four principles—
whoever comes are the right people,
whatever happens is the only thing
that could have, whenever it starts is
the right time, and when it’s over,
it’s over. We were introduced to the
concept of Bumblebees, Butterflies
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break out space would be used for the
issue to be discussed and at what time.
Over the course of the next two days,
not just in our meeting place, but
in places around Ballarat itself—the
Museum of Australian Democracy at
Eureka, the Victorian Indigenous Art
Awards at the Ballarat Art Gallery,
Lake Wendouree and the surrounding
Botanical Gardens, some twenty-two
groups convened and discussed a wide
range of topics of interest and passion
for the Wellspring Community.
Each group was asked to compile a
report, listing the topic, the convenor,
the participants and the main points
discussed. At the end of the discussion,
these reports were posted on the two
walls either side of the agenda wall in
the meeting space. This was to allow
all participants to see in their own
time what other groups had done.
This process was repeated on the
Saturday, with Alex Scutt as the
facilitator. Some groups convened
from the day before, but there were
some new groups convened too.
Saturday was a finer day, so many
took the opportunity to convene
their groups walking around Lake
Wendouree or taking a tram around
Lake Wendouree, and walking in the
Botanic Gardens.
The final day was Sunday, and it was
the day when the Open Space process
came to a climax and an end. After
worship, we gathered in our space,
again in a circle with me once again
as facilitator. It was a time of reading
and reflection. Chairs were set up
beside each day’s group reports, and
participants were invited to spend the
time reading and reflecting on what
had been done.
After this, it was time to identify the
key issues that emerged from all that
had been written and spoken in the
Open Space over those past two days.
Everyone received five red dots which
they were invited to place next to the

Alex Scutt
and Billabongs. We did all of this
under a convening question that
encapsulated the passionate concern
of everyone about Wellspring.
This convening question had
been worked on by the organising
committee of Alex Scutt, Stephanie
Hogg, Bernadette Madden, Neil
Holm, Janelle Macgregor and Jan
Crombie. It had to focus on a real
issue that was of a passionate concern
to all who were to be involved. In
addition, we wanted it to reflect one

or both of the two themes for our
Gathering – Spirituality of Place and
Eureka. After a few weeks of work the
convening theme was:

At this stage of its life,
how can Wellspring
rediscover its EUREKA?
After the introductions we got to
work. At the centre of the circle were
sheets of A4 paper and some pens.
Participants were invited to come
forward into the circle, announce
their issue, write it on a piece of paper
and then place it on the agenda wall
underneath the convening theme.
The agenda wall indicated which
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things on the wall which excited them
for action within this community.
From the placement of these dots –
we noted where they were clustering
– we discerned where the energy and
passion was. Five blank sheets were
placed on the wall between the two
sets of group reports. Some were
quickly filled, others required much
more discussion. These were the key
issues. They are found in the relevant
section of The Book of Proceedings.
After lunch, the final session convened
again in a circle, this time with two
white boards just outside it, and in the
middle a series of large sheets and some
pens. It was time to put our talking and
reflection into action. On the sheets
were written Action Plan. Underneath
that was the action proposed, the
person convening the action, offers of
support, immediate next steps and by
when. Anyone who wished to, came
forward, wrote and announced their
action, pinned it on the white board,
stood by it. Participants were invited
to choose which action most engaged
them and for which they had the most
passion and energy. They could offer
support in more than one action.
Eleven such action plans were finally
posted, immediate next steps decided
and by when. Each one was to report
to Council by its meeting on October
19th regardless of whether there had
been any action by that stage or not.
See the Action Plan topics on page 5.

Tony Goodluck accompanied his father
Jack to the Ballarat Gathering and has
given us these reflections.
Young Wells looked up, startled. What
were those strange noises going on
outside? Climbing out the window of
the building, he scrambled up a nearby
tree to get a vantage point to view the
cause of the racket. There below, the
fourteen year old lad witnessed a sight
that took some digesting. As he perched
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(Qld PDD 26)

Helen Menzies
We gathered by Lake Wendouree,
housed comfortably in Ballarat
Grammar.   We met, re-met,
worshipped and chatted in between
and over the beautiful meals.
Then we sat in a large circle where we
were expertly introduced to The Open
Space Technology and encouraged
to take part by Jan Crombie. In the
centre was a large pile of paper and
coloured pens. We were asked to put
headings on the sheets of subjects we
wished to discuss, and encouraged
to examine them as they were stuck
around the walls with blue-tak.
This grew quickly and groups were
formed round the hall on topics: fair
trade, the refugee problem and our
response, greening and caring for the
environment, the ongoing formation
for membership.
Another topic was “Is the place where
you are standing holy ground?” Some
of us had started thinking of this at
morning worship with Moses and the
burning bush. So it was very special
to continue on in our spiritual space.
Helen Barnes invited us to find
ourselves, our spiritual release in
art, with paper, water, paint   -   no
structure, just let it take us with the
brush in our hand; I can’t tell you a
specific reaction. I think the whole
purpose was to step out of our
structural organised lives.
Added to this, later we walked in the
Botanical Gardens or by the Lake, just
absorbing nature.

And just imagine . . this was all done
within an atmosphere of friendly,
warm community, joining together in
worship, mutual support and hope for
the future. Eureka! We did it!

Eureka!

P

The young Wells lad was my greatgreat-Uncle, the year was 1854, the
location was Ballarat and the skirmish
was, of course, the Eureka Stockade.

Helen Menzies

The Wellspring Gathering offered
all participants some engaging
processes within which to consider
where people’s passions (individual
and collective) intersected with the
call on our lives as Christians who
are earnestly seeking an authentic
Australian Spirituality for the 21st
Century. In particular this process
of invitation and conversation asked
the question “In this stage of its life,
how does Wellspring rediscover its
EUREKA?”   Over three days, the
Open Space process, ably led by Alex
Scutt and team, produced 21 ‘selfdirected’ reports; identified 5 issues
that had deep resonance for a large
number of people; and developed
11 ‘action plans’ with ownership,
support, timelines and immediate
next steps.

Tony Goodluck

I

Well done to the organisers. Well
done to the participants. Grace and
Peace to all.

More than a century and a half later,
I was privileged to travel to Ballarat
with my father, Jack Goodluck, for
the Wellspring National Gathering
and spend four nights and three days
contemplating the Spirituality of
Place. It is a deeply spiritual place for
our family, what with all the family
history and considering too that this
was the place my parents spent the
majority of their ‘courting days’ some
60 years ago.

Reflections on the
Gathering

P

in a fork of the tree he watched the
Police assault the rudimentary stockade,
again and again; a lop-sided battle if
ever there was one. So this was how it
was done in the new colony, hey?

It was a rich and wonderful time
together. I am thankful for the
generosity of spirit expressed by many
people in helping me to feel welcome
and included. It was a very special
time for Dad and I.
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We had the opportunity to go to
the Museum of Democracy which
is on the actual place of the Eureka
Stockade in 1854; some of our
discussions were held there. Others
went to the Art Gallery where there
was a fine Indigenous display.

Reflections on the Ballarat Gathering
by an original member and a brand new one
Spirituality of Place and Open Space
Technology beckoned us to expand
our hearts, minds and Spirits as we
gathered in Ballarat. In the home
of the Eureka Stockade we would
search for our own Eureka moment,
individually and as groups and a
living community. As new comers
and experienced Gathering attendees
alike we shared great worship and
insights as the gifts and talents of
the community became apparent as
we all became engaged in the open
space process. The range of groups
was dictated by our own interests,

In our Sunday morning worship,
four people were welcomed as
Members, and we were reminded of
the importance of The Rule as we read
it together again, and then joined in
the breaking of bread and sharing the
Holy Communion.
After that we met for our last Open
Space awareness time, re-reading
and discussing what were the most
important subjects to be now taken
on as Action Plans to become our
aims, even though we are spread over
a wide land.

and love of this land was a wonderful
privilege. I was privileged to be one
of the new Members welcomed at the
closing liturgy. The commitment to
our disciplines reminded us all of our
priorities to commit to social justice
actions that will make our world a
better place for all. The welcome I
received and the friendliness and great
conversations affirmed and inspired
me. I felt the gathering reinforced the
strong common purpose we share and
our final action plans give us positive
goals to move towards more Eureka
moments together.

I haven’t spoken of the music
which we enjoyed. It was led and
encouraged by Alex Scutt who is not
only a wonderful musician but a gifted
composer. What fun we shared in the
Ceilidh on Saturday night. Many
hidden talents.
Lake Wendouree

So much sharing and so much time to
do it was the special Eureka moment
of Ballarat 2015.

passions and expertise. Head, heart
and hands were successfully occupied
in the search for a way Wellspring
could rediscover its Eureka moments
and share them.
The exploration of the sacred places
around Ballarat touched and moved
us. From the Museum of Australian
Democracy Exhibition and the
remains of the actual Eureka flag
to modern Aboriginal Art to the
Australian POW memorial we were
stimulated to respond with plans and
recommendations for our responses as
Wellspring Community.
Linda writes; “The tranquility of
local beauty spot, Lake Wendouree,
brought profound experiences of our
incarnational God in the natural fauna
juxtaposed with the many introduced
flora. After the gathering, Lake Mungo
revealed the grandeur and awesome
God who has been present with the
earliest people. Sharing their wisdom

Linda Murray and Lee Edwards
(WA PDD 29)
Linda is one of our four new Members,
and was at her first gathering, Lee has
been engaged with Wellspring for a
number of years and attended other
Gatherings.

2015 Gathering at Ballarat

Linda Murray and Margaret Nichol
letting art lead them
P

I

P

E

L

I

N

E

•

D

E

C

E

M

B

E

R

2

Lee writes; ”After attendance at
several Gatherings with past Members
over the years, I found it a time of
remembering past Gatherings over
the years with so many who were
there having gone on ahead of us from
this world to the next or, in the case
of others, age having prevented their
presence this time.
The Opening and Closing Services
were times of intense worship with
rich symbolism and the assurance of
our presence together before the Lord,
our God. The emphasis on place
raised memories of the first meeting
of people from NSW and WA in
Sydney in 1994, in a central Sydney
restaurant. We were people who had
attended programs in the Abbey on
the Isle of Iona and were intent on
the formation of an Australian version
rather than an imitation of the Iona
Fellowship.   The West Australian
members returned to Perth and quite
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1) Wellspring community and
communication development:
Communication strategy beyond
pipeline.
Convener: Stephanie Hogg.
2) Refugees and Asylum seekers:
Focus on Foreign Ministers and
Shadow Foreign Ministers.
Convener: Jim Tulip.
3) Write to new ministers for
immigration and Tanya Plibersek
asking:
“What is your plan for Manus
and Nauru on the ground of
compassion and the economic cost
of detainees”
Convener: Peter Fensham.
4) Deep Green Communication:
Share stories of deep green actions
(and silly things).
Conveners: Lisa Wriley and Joy
Connor.
5) Acting for/with indigenous
Australians: Participating in local
action re: Reconciliation and
recognition groups.
Convener: Bernadette Madden.
6) Design and seek quotes for
Wellspring community banners to
take to local events.
Convener: Lisa Wriley.
7) Become a fair trade faith group.
Convener: John Martin.
8) Formation: compile resources:
human and material.
Convener: Neil Holm.
9) Wellspring community and
communication development:
Pipeline.
Convener: Eric Smith, Jim Tulip;
Neil Holm and Geoff Stevenson.
10) Dancing partners within /
without: Offering Quiet Days and
Retreats.
Convener: Lynona Hawkins.
11) Tree planting to compensate
for overseas travel (Savernake,
$1.50 per tree).
Convener: David Sloane.

Linda Murray, John Burnard, David Sloane, Neil and Margaret Holm,
Carole Burnard, and Margaret and Clabon Allen.
soon a group met and committed
themselves to this fellowship. This
Ballarat Gathering was enriched by
receiving four new members; three
from WA, and our hope is high for the
future of Wellspring ‘in the West’.”

determination, vision, love and
creativity of all those in the circle was,
for me, a truly humbling experience.
I wonder what would have happened
if the ‘nudge’ had been ignored.
I keep asking myself in what ways is
the Holy Spirit nudging me today?
I believe that my involvement in the
Fair Trade movement is the result of a
nudge of the Spirit. For other people
at the Gathering it was obvious that
the Spirit is nudging at many points,
all complementary, but different.
We never know when the Holy Spirit
will nudge us. The day following
the Gathering I attended a Colin
Buchanan concert with my son,
daughter in law and three little
grandchildren. Would you believe
that Colin has a sidekick, a hairy,
orange puppet named … ‘Nudge.’

John Martin

(NSW PDD 3)
John was one of the instigators of
Wellspring and its inaugural Leader.
“On our last visit to Iona … ” “I will
be going soon, I hope.” Iona often
came up at mealtime conversations at
the Gathering. Noelene and I visited
Iona in 1986. At the Gathering it
dawned on me that of all the visits
to Iona that was probably the most
significant for Wellspring. Without
that visit Wellspring as we know it
would not exist.
During the weekend I realised that
Wellspring commenced with a
‘nudge’ from the Holy Sprit following
that visit. The ‘nudge’ was shared with
others. After all no one person can
build a community.
As I sat in the big circle at the
Gathering and looked at all the people
I felt much the way great grandparents
must feel when they see all their great
grandchildren engaged in many
activities, each living individual,
fulfilled lives. The great grandparents
are not directly responsible for what
their great grandchildren do but
they are aware that they had some
part in their existence. To listen
to the passion, skill, energy, hope,
P

I

P

E

L

I

N

E

•

Action Groups
In the final sessions of the Gathering,
the conversations led to the formation
of Action Groups. They are listed here
in no particular order – this is just the
order they were copied from the whiteboards. Conveners emails are in the
Directory. Any and every Member and
Friend is welcome to participate in as
many of the groups as you feel moved to
contribute to with your gifts, energy and
experience. These are some of the Actions
of the Wellspring Community flowing
from the Wellspring 2015 National
Gathering.
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5) Website – how can it better
support members/friends and can
they be encouraged to use it more?

Some of the Action Groups
report on their early activities.

This includes content, but do we
need to totally rethink accessibility
and usability? Could we make
the site more useable by discard
moderation of friends and members
posting on the site (at least the
internal sections of the site). Access:
Currently it’s very easy to forget
passwords and user names and there
is complex process for signing up.
I would like us to move to mass
automatic enrolment with user
names in the directory (and easy to
remember) and possibly common
passwords.

Communications
Action Group
from Stephanie Hogg
Our group has started with an email
discussion and agreed to postpone
any teleconference until needed.  A
number of issues have been raised
and some key points are summarized
below:
1) Use of messaging boards and/or
blogs to share information – possibly
as an extension of the current
website, possibly using dedicated
blogging or message board site.

From November, we want to develop
achievable and implementable plans
to improve communications to be
put to future council meetings and
to members.

I agree with Helen here that this
is not necessarily a place everyone
is comfortable with, especially in
this community, so it’s probably
not good for internal support. But
some Facebook presence is almost
mandatory these days. Are there any
other thoughts on this? How many
in this group are Facebook users?

Dancing Partners
Within/Without  
Action Group

3) Use of other media – video, audio,
images – how can we support this?

My action plan is more accurately
a call to a period of inaction. We
tend to be busily involved in many
areas of activity and not surprisingly
we do become stretched, stressed,
weary and burnt out. How do we
find anew the energy, enthusiasm
and creativity to continue? One way
is to take some time out from the
‘doing’, be it a day, several days or at
least factor into our busyness some

4) Website – how can it better
publicize Wellspring?
Thoughts on how the current website
layout etc. could be improved/made
clearer and more accessible.
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Reconciliation /
Recognition Action
Group

Convener: Lynona Hawkins

I think this is an excellent idea and
we need to support this more. Apart
from providing explanatory material
to people who go to our website,
could it also be used to connect to
some remote members more?

P

My husband and I make the trip
to Brisbane and Sydney a couple of
times a year visiting family. I would
be very happy to connect with and
offer any Wellspring groups and
others (in the Eastern States) a
Quiet Day or Retreat if requested.
As far as we know we will probably
be heading east during April and
September next year and I would
be delighted to hear from anyone
interested in taking up this offer.
It would also be helpful to know
of other groups and/or venues also
offering retreat material in the
different states so that information
could be shared.

7) Encouraging members and friends
to reach out to each other: strategies
for encouraging reaching out and
supporting each other and leading
by example on this.

2) Use and acceptance of existing
groups like Facebook?

I

One of my ‘dancing partners’ is the
Stillpoint Spirituality Centre, which
is both a place offering Retreats and
Quiet Days, and also resources for
those unable to attend but who wish
to use the material in their own
place and time. I have written an
Advent Retreat this year, Dreams and
Visions, which is available for anyone
wishing to use it as preparation
towards Christmas (cost $20). If
anyone is interested, please contact
the Stillpoint Spirituality Centre at:
stillpoint@internode.on.net

6) Other
publicity
strategies:
such as Margaret’s suggestions
on “networking”: such as carry
brochure’s to give away, or providing
business cards with Wellspring
contact details, or encourage people
to talk about the community with
friends.

I think message boards could be used
both for the spirituality and justice
areas as Helen suggests and also to
support activities such as this one.
Actually I think each of the action
groups from the gathering could do
with one. Other threads could be
– requests for prayers, and general
gossip/new ideas etc.

P

regular spaces for simply ‘being’. In
their book ‘Dare to Journey’, Charles
Ringma with Henri Nouwen remind
us that: ‘…time given to inner renewal
is never wasted’. In fact it is the fuel
for the journey and, more importantly,
it is the discipline that will shape the
very fabric of our being.
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Jenny Johnson
A STEP ON THE JOURNEY
TO INDIGENOUS
RECONCILIATION?
Is it time to take another step
towards Reconciliation with our
Indigenous sisters and brothers?
Will you give a sign of encouragement
by saying now that you will support
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a change to include Indigenous
Australians in the Australian
Constitution?

the weeks before this incident Alex
had been part of a group criticising
mean multinational corporations for
their behaviour towards the poor.
In this encounter Alex saw the same
attitude in himself. Thank you Alex
for your honesty with yourself, with
us and your vulnerability in sharing
that experience and your reflection
on it.

You, your family, friends, faith
community and neighbours can take
that action and offer support NOW
by going to the Recognise website to
‘sign up’ www.recognise.org.au .
The website also makes suggestions
about further action you may like
to take in the journey towards
Reconciliation.

the producers received a fair wage,
worked in healthy conditions and
that no child labour was employed.
Wellspring becoming a Fair Trade
Faith Group will announce that we
as a body are intent on making a
difference to the people behind the
faces in the market.
In October our Brisbane cell group
met at the home of Helen Menzies.
There were eight of us with a
visitor. We enjoyed either Heavenly
Grounds or Coles Instant Fair Trade
Coffee and Scarborough Fair Black
or Green tea. Totally FT. We found
it easy to have a fair trade meeting.

Unlike Alex we do not see the faces
of the women, men and sadly even
children who are behind the products
on the shelves in the supermarket.
Our motivation to buy is price,
taste, reputation, habit, marketing
or a desire to buy Australian.

Fairtrade and
Wellspring

We agreed that Wellspring becoming
a Fair Trade Faith Group would
not be hard. I believe that the Fair
Trade Association is now awaiting
our application form.

Wellspring people do not need to
be told about the importance of
Fair Trade. Many are committed
to purchasing fair trade products.
Yet sometimes with the pressures of
the urgent issues of asylum seekers,
refugees and detention centres,
as well as climate change, we can
forget that every time we go to the
supermarket there are the faces,
invisible, hidden behind rows of
pretty boxes and slick marketing, of
the people in the market.

from John Martin
At its last meeting, Council agreed
to endorse investigations for
Wellspring to become a fair trade
faith group.

One idea, which came through our
group, was that at our Gatherings
and annually in Cell Groups we
could use a liturgy where we recommit ourselves to being a Fair
Trade Faith Group. The British
organisation,
Traidcraft,
has
developed a Fair Trade Covenant
Service which is based on the
old Methodist Covenant Service.
(Google: ‘Traidcraft Fair Trade
Covenant Service’). We could
develop something similar for our
own purposes.

It is great that the Fair Trade
logo is appearing more and more
in supermarkets. An increasing
variety of fair trade tea, coffee and
chocolate are appearing. The logo
is an international guarantee that

Wander down the tea, coffee and
chocolate aisles of any supermarket
and you will be exposed to shelves
of bright boxes and packets. Behind
every one of those items are the
invisible faces of the people who
produced the contents. Time and
distance hide those faces from us. I
wonder what are the expressions on
the faces of the workers behind these
products?

2015 Gathering
at Ballarat

In the last Pipeline Alex Nelson
related an experience of forty years
ago in a market at Cuzco in Peru
(Pipeline September, 2015 pp 9-11)
Through the haggling process Alex
bargained down to a level where
he was pleased with the price he
paid for a beautiful piece of cloth.
When he looked into the face of
the woman selling it he realised that
the price he paid was too low. He
saw ‘only an immense weariness
and resignation in her eyes.’ In
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BAMM: Books, Art, Music, Movies

BAMM is a place where Members and Friends reflect on their recent viewing, hearing, creating, and reading in ways that
engage the central concerns of the Wellspring Community.

BAMM: ART
At the Gathering Helen Barnes (Vic PDD 22) facilitated a number of people in opening themselves up to their artistic selves.
She has offered to help us all to do so with a regular item in Pipeline.
Following the recent focus on
“Spirituality of Place “I have been
further inspired by the Artist, John
Wolseley whose recent exhibition,
”Heartlands and Headlands” drew
viewers into the importance of ‘being
in the world in which we walk”.
Wolseley draws subjects such as twigs,
insects, fragile leaf or bird as a starting
point working his way out from
whatever takes his eye. He exposes the
wonder of the world around him. If
we look at the world with new eyes
we “Awaken to the call of beauty , we
become aware of new ways of being in
our world.”John O’Donohue.”

book, not for the faint –hearted reader
who will find it filled with a wealth of
natural history blended with John’s
art .A local Library may be able to
access such a book. There is a fund of
information on the Internet. Type in
John Wolseley and you will be treated

to some images and information on
various sites. John is a contemporary
artist who sees art as a process. His
diaries are filled with sketches and
ideas. For those who keep journals or
visual diaries we can take this idea into
our spiritual journey in life.

John Wolseley Land Marks 11” is
written by Sasha Grishin. It is a large

Engagement

Engagement: Members and Friends will have an opportunity to engage with or respond to ideas that
were addressed in the previous issue of Pipeline. Engaging with the ideas of others, respondents will
affirm and / or commend the ideas and also take the opportunity to recommend other points of view.
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Reflections on a place and a time.
Eric Smith (Vic) PDD 13 engages with the theme of spirituality of place.

Eric Smith
2145 Old Sale Road, Shady Creek.  A
street address   -   prosaic, functional,
mundane. My home.
25 October 2015  -  a simple date, the
same as any other date in any other
year. Today.

Combined, this is where and
when I write this reflection
on the Spirituality of Place.
2145 means 21.45 km from the start
of this particular thoroughfare. Such
a numbering system makes it easy for
posties, ambos and delivery drivers to
find anyone’s home. Old Sale Road
describes the white human history
-   once a track, muddily connecting
gold-fevered Melbourne with the
distant outpost trading town of Sale,
220 km away, and now an alternative
route for people wanting a more
pleasant drive than the rush of the
freeway: dairy farmers, retirees, hobby
farmers, timber jinker drivers, cruising
motorcyclists, people who escape
cramped city bustle, exercising or
racing cyclists.  As a road it connects
the places used by people. Then and
now.
Was the old muddy track taking
ever a trade route connecting the
Woiwurrung and Kurnai-Gunnai
Peoples over the millennia? We don’t
know. The history of indigenous
people and later arriving people is
experienced at the creek crossing, the
stumps of the second bridge three
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A Sunday in which I join in worship
with fellow journeyers, plant some
more trees in our new shelter belt,
hear of the death of a family member
and receive and send a variety of
emails and web messages. A day like
every other day.
Yet on this day millions of people have
a birthday, it is, no doubt, a Day for
something or other as well as the day
after United Nations Day, the 22nd
Sunday of the Season of Pentecost,
the last day of History Week and
the last day of National Bird Week.
Babies will be born, entering into
the experience of life. Shots will
be fired and people will become
casualties of war or victims of crime.
Opportunities for justice or greed
will be offered, accepted or rejected.
A day when, over the span of human
history, some significant events or
experiences will have occurred. In
fifty or a hundred years time, this day
may be remembered for marking a
breakthrough in peace negotiations,
or it may not.  A unique day, unlike
any other day.

hundred metres from our house, right
next to the current concrete structure.
Shady Creek - a locality with a
pleasant, almost romantic name. On
the other side of the valley is Sunny
Creek. Much of the our Creek is no
longer shaded, bordered by cleared
pasture, and in places crowded by
weeds (that is, plants growing where
we humans don’t want them). But
other parts of the creek valley retain
something of their vegetation group
of 1788, whilst many other parts,
including ours, have been replanted
with appropriate trees and shrubs.
There’s no cluster of houses to visibly
centre ourselves, just a vacant school
site, an occasionally used local hall and
an under-sized telephone exchange.  A
variety of houses are scattered along
several country roads, Shady Creek
locality is so unnoticeable that it
shares a Postcode with about 20 other
rural communities. But it is home for
a couple of hundred people, people
like those who use the road.

This is the day in which I,
and everyone else, am now living.
My sense of Place, my sense of Time,
are the location and the setting of my
living. They are a gift of the Creative
One, who provides the opportunity
for life in all its fullness, its rich and
deep spiritual ordinariness.

It is here we breathe, eat, relax, work,
find stimulation, become depressed
and relate to the people we love
and those we barely know. It is here
that God’s creation meets ordinary
lives. This place is infused with the
splendour of the intricate natural
world, interacting with whatever
nurturing or destructive actions of the
human residents and visitors.

Each day, every day.
Each place, every place.
Through the bounty of creation,
through the generosity of time,
through the potential of any
given patch or hour, through the
relationships in which I am enmeshed,
through the blessings I encounter
in the communities of people with
whom I am engaged, through all this
life, I give thanks with the Creating,
Saving, Hopeful One.

This Place has a Spirituality
grounded in the here.
But also rooted in this Time.
This day, 25 October 2015: twenty
four hours, 1440 minutes, 86,400
seconds, a fraction of a Light Year.
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New Member: Ingrid Meagher (Qld) PDD 16

Ingerid Meagher
I was born in the heart of Haarlem, The
Netherlands, under “the Damiaatjes’,
the carillon of the Great or St Bavo
Basilica, a stone throw from my home
in the very centre of the town. I
have always found the quarter hourly
sound of the bells very comforting,
as was the proximity of the immense
St Bavo, since the building provided
a conduit for lightning strikes. I was

assured by my older brother, that our
house would never be struck. The St
Bavo would ‘cop’ it.
Our family belonged to the
Mennonite Church, a liberal or ‘free
thinking’ congregation that gathered
in the hidden church built in 1683
in the centre of a Haarlem city block.
I was baptized there on my personal
profession of faith at the age of 20
just before migrating to Australia.  
Memories of my youth there are sweet
indeed.
In my teens I also attended the
Anglican Church, primarily on
account of the choral tradition and the
opportunity to get a better grip on the
English language. This association has
been a rich experience.  At some point
I again joined a choir of the Anglican
Church, this time in Adelaide in the
early eighties I was confirmed at St
Cuthbert’s, Prospect in 1983.
Not long after my arrival from
Adelaide in 2001, I chanced across St
Mary’s Catholic Community, South
Brisbane (now St Mary’s in Exile).
The liturgy, with its strong and radical
focus on inclusivity and social justice

and the action that flowed out of this,
made an indelible impression. SMX
is a place where I feel encouraged to
grow spiritually. Most important to
me, when we gather for our Sunday
celebration, are the opening words of
the liturgy:
“We gather together to reflect
upon our lives in the light of the
Christian mystery. We gather
together around the word and
around the table. We come
with our own lives as well as the
suffering and fragmentation of so
many peoples of the world.
Therefore, we bring to this liturgy
our search for understanding and
our waiting for a hope and a peace
yet to be born.”
I am excited to explore further in
2016 the idea of “Dancing Partners”
as discussed at the Ballarat Gathering.
To marry this idea with hospitality
in a setting of rural tranquility is
currently my strong focus.
I am also looking forward to assisting
in the preparations for the Common
Dreams 2016 Conference that will take
place in September in South Brisbane.

New Member: Linda Murray (WA) PDD 29
christened at the Penge Congregational
Church near London. I enjoyed a
few years of Sunday school and really
enjoyed the compulsory Religious
Knowledge in my English schools.   I
became the little mother in my family
when my mother was diagnosed with
Cancer and after three years of secret
suffering died when I was twelve and a
half. My father decided on a fresh start
to try to escape the memories and our
little family of three, my brother, dad
and myself came to W.A. In April 1965.

Linda Murray
My journey to Wellspring probably
started over sixty years ago when I was
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We did not attend a church but I
joined The Christian Students group
at high school. I felt appalled at.
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the treatment of Aboriginal people
and felt Perth was artificially white,
as was the immigration policy. So
different to the London we had left. I
met the love of my life at University,
he was a Catholic, a very rare breed
in my limited experience. But I
attended Mass with him and in time
studied the required course for us
to marry in the Catholic Church.
After a traumatic first year teaching
in the state system I changed to the
Catholic system at a time when the
Sisters were still firmly in control.
But I loved it and after children and
the Marriage Encounter experience
I embraced the Catholic faith. Our
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family was involved in the local parish
and when I returned to teaching,
Religious Education became my
passion. So much so that I became a
leader in this area and studied further,
obtaining formal qualifications and
further developed my commitment
to Creation Spirituality.
In 2008 I had the wonderful
experience of visiting Iona and
was thrilled that a branch of like
thinking people existed in Australia.  
My husband, Peter, and I joined on
our return. I had just begun to get
involved in the Perth group when I
suffered a stroke, from which I was
lucky to recover almost completely.
But this took time and energy. The
following year my lovely husband

got his diagnosis of Mesothelioma.
Both events strengthened my belief
in a God who journeys with us and
can make good results from terrible
events. I had to stop my hectic life
style after my stroke and my husband
and I lived every day of his last twenty
months totally in the present and the
closest we had ever been in our forty
three years of marriage, for which I
give thanks to God.
After Peter’s death and my retirement
I had the time to reinvent myself and
gradually get more involved with
Wellspring again. I also embraced
other volunteering opportunities with
the spirit of the Streets choir, Historical
school tours, Circle dancing and Red
Hat Ladies, ageing disgracefully!

My spiritual life is nourished by
retreats and days of reflection with
the Sisters of St Joseph and others.
But Wellspring most aptly urges the
range of my interests and passions.
This year I was in a position to
apply to become a member and was
thrilled to be accepted. The gathering
reinforced my decision and I was
excited, enriched and inspired by the
wonderful people I met. Betty has
been a wonderful mentor and friend
and I am sure we can take the message
of the Gathering to others in WA
and strengthen our own state group.
I look forward to many more times
of spiritual enrichment in the Iona
tradition with an Aussie flavour.

LibraryThing
by Helen Kilborn

Helen Kilborn (NSW, PDD 21)

com/catalog/WellspringCommunity/
allcollections
Clicking on the title of the book will
show you the collection the book
resides in, and who you contact if
you wish to borrow the book. Loan
periods and methods of delivery will
be negotiated between you and the
collection holder.

LibraryThing is another new column in
Pipeline. Each month Helen Kilborn
will keep us up to date with the latest
in Wellspring resources. This column
is a flow on from the Formation action
group: compile resources: human and
material.
Welcome to the LibraryThing column
in Pipeline.
Many of us have books or other
resources of relevance to Wellspring
that we may wish to share with others.
To encourage the sharing of resources
we have started a Wellspring catalogue
on the LibraryThing website.

If you have books you would like
to share within the Wellspring
Community on LibraryThing you
have two options:
1. Contact Neil or myself for the
LibraryThing website username,
password and instructions for use and
upload your books to the catalogue; or
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If you are interested in reading this
book please contact Neil Holm.

For those without Internet access let
me know, and I will send you a paper
copy of the catalogue.

The Wellspring Library Catalogue can
be viewed at http://www.librarything.
P

By the 5th century AD the Roman
Empire was in decline and the influence
of Roman Christianity waned in the
British Isles. This vacuum was filled
by some remarkable men and women saints revered by a growing Celtic church
for their holiness and wisdom: Patrick,
Illtud, Petroc, Brigid, Brendan, David,
Columba, Columbanus, Oswald,
Aidan, Hilda and Cuthbert. Look out
for more Pitkin Guides on the very best
of British history, heritage and travel.

2. Send me the list of books you
would like added to the catalogue
providing author, title and ISBN.

Each issue we will be highlighting
one of the books from the Wellspring
Library Catalogue This issue we
highlight the book Celtic Saints by
Dana Delap. Held in the Fensham/

I

Holm collection (books donated
by Peter Fensham and held by Neil
Holm):
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GREEN GRANNY
and the GROOVERS
This is the first of the regular “Green Granny and the Groovers Column” in Pipeline. The 3G Column is
dedicated to celebrating the deep green movements in Wellspring both small and large, serious and silly. We
plan to use Pipeline, the Website and Facebook to spread redemptive green stories, beginning with Savernake.
Articles, ideas and stories to Joy Connor (PDD 2).
international flights are becoming
more important by the day.

Carbon Salvation
from Savernake
Feeling guilty about your carbon
footprint as you plan your next big
plane trip? Well done you for caring!
You know that all greenhouse gases
released into the atmosphere are
contributing to climate change and
now we learn that International
aviation currently has the “climate
impact equal to that of Germany and it
alone could make the attempts to limit
global warming to 2C questionable’’1
High altitude flights with the nitrogen
oxides input enhances the effects of
CO2 by a factor of three!
A return flight from Australia to
London represents 87% of a typical
person’s annual green house gas
emissions in a year according to
the Stern review. Carbon offsets on

But do not despair! Saving help is at
hand! Beginning in 2016 Savernake
resident and Wellspring member
David Sloane is offering a carbon
offset scheme, planting native trees
in his area of the Southern Riverina
for jet setting Wellspring members.
Native trees capture carbon dioxide in
the atmosphere, reducing the overall
atmospheric concentrations. They
help reduce salinity and soil erosion,
improve water quality in rivers
and streams, protect and enhance
Australian unique biodiversity and
provide essential food and habitat to
native wildlife.

for 50 trees.“ For those who are not
members of Wellspring, Green Fleet
Australia at   www.greenfleet.com.au  
offers a similar carbon offset service.
1. Guardian Weekly, 23/10/15

PIC
COMING

David says “I have a flat rate of $50
for all overseas flights, short or long,
per Wellspring couple. The trees I
plant are all native to the southern
Riverina, A mix of wattles, hakeas,
white Murray pine (pictured), yellow
box and grey box gums. It costs $50

White Murray Pine Tree

Leader’s Letter
Incarnation and Spirituality of Place
“The word became flesh and dwelt
among us.” Incarnation, in-fleshment.
Jesus took human form in a particular
place at a particular time. The place
was simple, nothing fancy. This god
entered our world at a basic level, the
level of the majority of people in this
world. The cultural world of the time
was “Jewish religion, Roman order,
and Greek intellect.”1   At the top of
the social world were the monarch
and aristocratic families (1-2%). Tax

Neil Holm
P

I

P

E

L

I

N

E

•

D

E

C

E

M

B

E

R

2

0

gatherers, police, scribes, priests, and
others in the retainer class comprised
5-7% of the population.  The bulk of
the population, about 75%, consisted
of “merchants, very few of whom were
well off; artisans, almost all of whom
lacked worldly goods; and farmers
and fishermen, some of whom owned
more and some less land.” Beggars,
cripples, prostitutes, and criminals
lived in the hedges outside the cities
to form the lowest rung in society.2
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As an artisan, Joseph and his family
were typical of the majority of the
population. They were not destitute
but they were powerless before the
Roman demand for a census and the
ordeal of being part of a population
on the move constantly seeking
sustenance and shelter. Jesus moved
into a neighbourhood comprised of
common, everyday people, and he
lived among them for thirty years,
choosing friends who for the most
part were equally common.   As a
baby, Jesus became alive in the world
and he became alive to the world.
He experienced what it meant to be
human in this world.   Although he
had been instrumental in the creation
of the heavens, moon, and stars, in
fact all of creation, he learned at first
hand what it was like to be human.
He learned what it was like to be
subject to the contesting influences
of Jewish religion, Roman order, and
Greek thought. He learned was it was
like to be a little lower than the angels
and yet, like all other humans to be
be crowned with honour and glory
and to be a ruler over all creation. He
learned what it was like to live in God’s
kingdom, to know God’s calling and
yet to experience the thwarting and
opposition exerted by society at large
and by Jewish religious structures,
Roman order, and Greek thought.
In that place, among those people,
Jesus was conscious of Greek
ideology’s emphasis on purity of the
soul, beauty, balance, proportion, the
sublime, and the ideal world. He was
conscious of the way Greek thought
looked down on the ordinary and
commonplace, on the sordid squalor
of the real world, and on creation
itself because creation was only a
shadow of the real and therefore was
alien to our deepest and truest soul.3
Jesus was aware of the might and
power of Rome and of the worship
of the Emperor. He appreciated the
beauty and transcendence of Jewish
faith while being acutely aware of its
failings and shortcomings.
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Jesus was able to see to the very heart
of Greek, Roman, and Jewish culture.
At the core of each culture he saw
human beings, ordinary people yet
made in the image of God, living in
a particular place at a particular time.
He saw that they, often badly, often
sinfully, were trying to make sense
of how to live in this world, how to
live in the place in which they found
themselves. He saw the Greeks try
to make sense of the world though
intellect and the higher senses. He
saw Romans try to make sense of the
world through power and by bringing
a kind of peace. They brought
organisation and order. If asked, they
would have said that the Kingdom
of God was the the Kingdom of the
Emperor, the Pax Romana. He saw
Jewish religionists who tried to make
sense of the world through, in some
ways like the Romans, using power to
bring order and structure to everyday
life. If asked, they would have said
that the Kingdom of God was perfect
adherence to the Law by following
the perfectly ordered and structured
set of rules and directives the elite
priesthood had drawn from the Law.
Jesus, the first born of all creation,
received, entered into, and participated
in the glory of that creation. He lived
the creation. He showed the way.
He showed that creation is God’s
gift of life. He showed that the place
where he was, the inconsequential
backwater of Galilee, was furnished
with all the necessary conditions for
life. This place, this microcosm of all
creation was sufficient for flourishing
despite, as I have said above, being a
place that was subject to the cultural
contestations of Greece, Rome, and
Jerusalem and of the local variations of
those cultural influences. He showed
those who followed him, those
eventually called Christians, that they
were not spectators of creation. They
were participants in creation in the
place where they lived: “The Christian
life is the practice of living in what
God has done and is doing.”4
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From this perspective, a Christian
spirituality of place means that
Christians open their eyes to the place
where they find themselves. They see
themselves as living in God’s creation,
that God has been present and at
work in this place, and God is present
and at work in this place. They
realise that if God’s great enterprise of
reconciliation, salvation, mercy, love,
grace, and justice took new shape
and vitality through the incarnation
of Jesus in a Galilean backwater that
was subject to great and conflicting
ideologies then God’s great enterprise
of reconciliation, salvation, mercy,
love, grace, and justice continues in
the place where they are. Christians
become attuned to the spirituality
of the place. They see themselves as
placed in their very own Garden of
Eden for which they have a Godentrusted responsibility. They see
Scripture as more than a repository
of truth and ideas. Scripture shapes
the way Christians live. It forms them
and guides them into faithfulness and
obedience.   As Christ’s life was lived
out in the messiness of the Galilean
world so the Christian life is lived out
under God’s guidance in the “messes
of our kitchens and backyards, in
storms and sin, blue skies, the daily
work and dreams of our common
lives.”5
Common lives are common in many
ways. They are common in that they
are ordinary and everyday. They are
also common in that they are shared
among all and belong equally to all.
They belong to the whole community.
They are common, too, in that they
are often of inferior quality, coarse, or
vulgar. The spirituality of the place is
inextricably entwined with God in the
midst of marvels and mess. Within
our Wellspring Community, Eugene
Stockton has a chapter on the mess of
our lives in his book “Land Marks.”
Eugene comments that although most
people seek to impose order on the
world around them, some things defy
order. There is a hard core than cannot
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be organised. “It is precisely in the
mess God is to be found.” Eugene’s
summary of his argument seems a
fitting way to end my argument:
If any would come after me …
let him take us his mess daily
(Luke 9:23, cf Matt 10:38)
We know that all things work
together for good for those

who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. [We
know God works with our
mess in the past and present.]
(Rom 8:28)
1. Charles Williams cited in Eugene
Peterson, “Introduction” in Scott
Pennoyer and Gregory Wolfe (eds),
God with Us, Brewster, Mass:
Paraclete Press, 2007, p. 3

2. Jerome Neyrey, “Who is poor in
the New Testament https://www3.
nd.edu/~jneyrey1/Attitudes.html
3. Eugene Peterson, Christ Plays in
Ten Thousand Places, Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2005, pp. 59-61)
4. Peterson, God with Us, pp. 3-6
5. Peterson, Christ Plays, pp. 72-75

Wellspring Council News
The Gathering created opportunity
for discussion on a wide range of
Wellspring issues. These discussions
culminated in some important
decisions at the recent Council
meeting.

Change to the Rule of Wellspring
Community
Members of Wellspring (in contrast to
Friends) agree to live under the Rule
of the community.   A Rule for the
common life has been the practice of
Christian communities for centuries.
Today the words ‘rule’ and ‘discipline’
are often viewed as authoritarian,
dogmatic and inflexible. However,
many who have accepted the practice
have found it empowering, liberating,
and a source of balance in their lives.
In a dispersed community such as
Wellspring Community, the Rule
is the chief characteristic of the
community and an essential link
between Members.

other. In their annual recommitment,
Members agreed to several things
including:
I will account for the use of my time
and my money.
The idea of accountability was
daunting to some Members and
prospective Members.
Council
agreed to remove the word ‘account’
and to rephrase it so that it had the
same intent. The revised Rule that
Members agree to for 2016 is

• I will use the Prayer Diary and
pray regularly for Members and
Friends.
• I will be involved in action for
peace and justice.
• I will meet regularly with a
Wellspring Community Group
(or) I will communicate regularly
with
another
Community
member.

Since its inception, the Wellspring
Rule included a reference to
accountability of Members to each
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Over there past three years we have
had many discussions on making
provision for a process that assists
Friends to become members. Council
agreed to the following process:

• I will seek to be open to God in
every way I can.

• I will encourage and support at
least one other Member through
mutual discussion of our personal
response to the Wellspring
Spirituality and Justice issues and
to the principled use of time and
money.

P

Formation

E

MEMBERS of Wellspring Community
make an annual commitment to live
according to the Rule of the Community
as fully as possible.
1. To become a Member of Wellspring
Community, a Friend will
a) be familiar with the history,
philosophy, and theology of Wellspring
Community
b) be familiar with the Rule
c) have discussed the Rule with a mentor
d) have discussed with a mentor a
commitment to faith, peace-making and
justice

• I will contribute one per cent
of my net income to Wellspring
Community.

e) demonstrate that commitment
through engagement with at least two of
the Wellspring areas of Spirituality and
Justice
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f) complete a small project within one
of the Wellspring areas of Spirituality
and Justice
g) attend a National Gathering or
National Workshop (as available)
h) participate regularly with a cell group
or make other regular connection in the
case of a remote Friend in formation
i) meet regularly with the mentor
j) propose to the mentor what the
Friend will (continue to) bring to
Wellspring Community.
2. A Friend who wishes to commence
the Membership formation process
will advise a Member of their intent.
The Member will advise a member
of Wellspring Community Council.
The Council Member will ensure that
request is discussed at a Wellspring
Council meeting.
3. Wellspring Council will nominate
a mentor for the Friend in formation.
Council may appoint a member of
Council to coordinate or have oversight
mentorships.
4. Depending on the Friend’s
background, the formation period may
include reading, writing, journaling, in
areas such as the Spiritual Disciplines,
the Gospel imperative of Justice, or other
topics as suits the needs and interests of
the person in keeping with the philosophy
and theology of Wellspring Community.
5. The period of formation will be one
year. Council may vary the length of
formation after receiving advice from
the mentor. A Friend may commence
formation at any time.
NB: The formation process seeks to
strengthen Wellspring Community by
ensuring that Members receive a solid
and encompassing grounding in the
ethos of Wellspring Community. This
innovative process is in its early stages
of development. It will be reviewed
and amended from time to time as we
receive feedback on its efficacy.
P

I

P

E

L

I

N

E

•

D

Claim the Dates

Council has set the following dates for 2016.
Annual General Meeting 7 May
The Annual General Meeting will
be held on Saturday 7 May 2016 at
1.30 pm Eastern Standard Time. I
encourage Wellspring Groups to meet
for lunch on this day and build the
AGM into their program.
Friends of Myall Creek Memorial 13 June
On June 10, 1838, the infamous Myall
Creek Massacre took place at Myall
Creek Station in northern NSW where
twenty eight Aboriginal men, women
and children were massacred and their
bodies burned. The ensuing court case
marked the first time in Australian

history that white men were tried for
crimes against Aborigines. Seven men
were hanged as a result.
An annual ‘Friends of Myall Creek’
Memorial Service attracts people from
all over the country and is held every
June long weekend at the Myall Creek
Memorial monument. The project was
undertaken by a group of Aboriginal
and non-aboriginal people working
together in an act of reconciliation.
The memorial was erected on June 10,
2000. (162 years to the day!)
The project was awarded the
Judith Wright Prize for innovative
reconciliation work in 2005. For more
information
http://www.bingara.
com.au/index.cfm?page_id=1059
Pilgrimage to New Norcia WA
Sunday 21st August to Sunday
28th August 2016 or Sunday
4th September to Sunday 11th
September 2016
Where the camino starts from . . .
The route runs from St. Joseph’s
Church in Subiaco to New Norcia.
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Day 1: The Blessing from St Josephs,
St Andrew’s, St Georges and St Mary’s
city churches.
Day 2: Walk through the Swan Valley
vineyards.
Day 3: Passing through years of
Noongyar history in Walyunga
National Park.
Day 4: Chittering Valley famous for
it’s orange groves and vineyards.
Day 5: Walk along the edge of the
magnificent Julimar State Forest.
Day 6: Through beautiful undulating
countryside and amazing bird life.
Day 7: The Spanish heritage of New
Norcia.
Day 8: Return to Perth via coach after
the 9.00am Community Mass at New
Norcia.
Detail about the precise walk can be
found here:
http://www.caminosalvado.com/
National Workshop 10 September
The National Workshop will be held
on Saturday 10 September from about
11am to 4pm Eastern Standard Time.  
We had our first National Workshop
in 2014.  This day is an opportunity to
create a kind of a National Gathering
in the year when we are not holding a
National Gathering.
What does it mean to you? You have
three choices:
1. Gather Centrally in your State.
During the day groups will join a
national teleconference at three times.
2. Work Through the Program By
Yourself. If you are unable to join the
central meeting, I invite you to work
through the program by yourself for
all or part of the day.
3. Short of Time or Energy? If you
are unable to join the program in the
ways outlined above, I invite you to
take some time during the day to pray
for the discussions and the outcomes.
More information on the National
Workshop will be provided in 2016.
Beechworth Celtic Pilgrimage 6-11
November.
This popular 80km pilgrimage in
northern Victoria has been well
supported by Wellspring. For details
go to beechworthunitingchurch.org.
au/Celtic_Pamphlet_2015.pdf
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