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» PENTECOST
Geoff Stevenson

Pentecost
An Eastern Orthodox icon of the
Christian Pentecost. This is the Icon of
the Descent of the Holy Spirit on the
Apostles. At the bottom is an allegorical
figure, called Kosmos, which symbolizes
the world.

Our last edition of Pipeline led us
through Lent to Easter, through a
time of reflection on life and faith,
death and struggle into resurrection.
The season of Easter provides 7 weeks
of readings and stories of resurrection
and invites us into this place of new
life. Easter invites us to view the
world through different eyes – eyes
of love, forgiveness, peace, joy, hope,
justice and inclusive community. We
are challenged to embrace a new way
of living that loves God, other people
and the earth itself. Easter leads us
to Pentecost (this year, June 4). This
is the day we celebrate the gift of
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The Greek word for Spirit is pneuma.
This is also the word for wind and
breath. In Hebrew the word ruach
denotes breath, wind, spirit. The Spirit
comes as wind, blowing through the
lives of the early church. The Spirit
is like breath that animates the dead
people of this grieving, powerless,
somewhat helpless early church. This
breath is the same language used by
Ezekiel in his story of the valley of
dry bones where the dead bodies are
restored and animated into life by the
breath/wind/spirit (ruach) of God
(Ezekiel 37). This story of Pentecost
draws images and connection from
early Genesis where the Ruach/
Spirit of God blows across the chaos
and brings order and creation in the
beginning. This is the animating
breath/wind/Spirit that God blows
into the human formed from the dust.

Pentecost: The Movement of God’s
Spirit through our Community
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God’s Spirit in the life of the church
and the world beyond. Luke’s story
of Pentecost in Acts 2 turns much
on its head. The grieving uncertain
disciples have their lives and worldview turned upside down and inside
out. The disruptive force of the Spirit
is described in images of wind, fire
and ecstatic speech that conveys God’s
love to all people in all nations in their
own language.
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Luke’s story also connects with
Genesis 11 and reverses the action
of God. This is the story where the
humans build a tower in Babylon to
reach the heavens and become like
God. God confuses their language
and disperses them to all corners of
the earth. Pentecost is a drawing
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of people from all nations together
enabling them to hear the Gospel in
their own language.
The disrupting, disturbing chaotic
wind/Spirit of Pentecost is reminiscent
of Jesus’ words in John 3 in his
conversation with Nicodemus. The
Pharisee comes to Jesus (the Light of
the world) in darkness seeking the way
into life everlasting – John’s language
for the Reign of God that transcends
time and space. Jesus speaks of being
born of the Spirit, born from above,
born anew. The conversation seems
to go in circles and Nicodemus is
confused. Jesus indicates that the
Spirit is like the wind that blows
where it will and we don’t know
where it comes from or where it goes.
We can’t control the wind but must
allow ourselves to be swept along in
the Spirit’s life, the courageous, risky
way of Love, justice and peace.

We sense your Presence in this cycle.
It must be. And we like leaves will
disappear, beautifully having been the
gifts of your grace in living a life with
tears and laughter, hard work and
holidays, family and friends.

In this issue of Pipeline we embrace
articles drawn together by the
movement of God’s Spirit in the
lives of our community. We hear
the different voices and languages
of people in their reflections and
expressions of faith. We are challenged
to hear, learn, grow, ponder and walk
in the light of God’s love where the
Spirit blows.
Geoff Stevenson (Day 20)

Blessed Lord, we praise you now for
having uniquely given us your Word
in the coming of the Holy Spirit.
Your Word stands over and above and
beyond our lives, our seasons. Your
Spirit transcends and penetrates and
surprises our lives. Your tongues of
flame add heat to our hearts, your
rushing wind fans bushfires in our
feelings. We speak in words the world
does not know. It is mystery. All.

A Pentecost Prayer
Loving God
The coloured leaves of autumn
surround us as with the flames of
Pentecost.
Yet they tell us their own story.
It is of a year slipping away into
winter.
And our spirits go with them, gladly
seeking rest.

We bow before you humbly, yet open
to the next phase of this world’s seasons
with strength and supplication.
Jim Tulip (Day 3)

Leader’s Letter - June 2017
and you should by now have all
received your registration forms.
Launceston will be beautiful at that
time of year and the Tasmanian
committee headed by Kathryn and
Allan Bawden, Peter and Lorraine
Riggall and Pat McKenzie have in
store for us a stimulating, and uniquely
Tasmanian line up of speakers and
activities around the theme of Struggle
and Hope. What better place than
Tasmania to do this, with its rich and
often tragic history, Aboriginal and
European, reaching even into the late
20th century. I thank the Tasmanian
team on behalf of us all for their hard
work and commitment and commend
them to your praying as they lead
into the final busy few months of
readiness. Do please check out the
special website https://gathering2017.
squarespace.com

Alex Scutt
I am very pleased and feel very blessed
to be writing to you all for the first
time as Leader, and I would like
to thank you all for your prayers
and your support. What better
time to be doing so at around the
season of Pentecost when Christian
communities everywhere mark and
celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit.
May the fresh wind of the Holy Spirit
blow in and around us all in these
coming weeks and months.
I am so much looking forward to
seeing many of you at our National
Gathering at the end of September,
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of Australia. Please consider whether
you could join us.
Let me, in the middle of this letter,
give you in broad brush something of
my own journey before moving into a
brief outline the sorts of things that led
me to consider accepting nomination
for the leadership of Wellspring. I
grew up in Perth, Western Australia in
the 1960s and 70s with a passion for
music – classical music in particular,
and trained as a pianist and an
organist at the University of Western
Australia. A cradle Anglican, I played
my first hymn at the age of around
11 on the school organ and played
regularly in my local suburban parish
church from about the age of 13. A
formative trip to England in my midteens had me playing the organ in
one of the oldest Norman churches in
England – St Michael and All Angels,
Stewkley – a few miles from what is
now Milton Keynes. Young adulthood
saw university undergraduate life, a
year as an orderly in a hospital, and
theological education and the early
years of ordained life come and go
in dizzyingly multifarious ways.

You should also have received
information from me about the
possibility of some pre- or postGathering touring in southern
Tasmania. What a great way to begin
my time as Leader of Wellspring to
lead a tour to one of my favourite parts
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past and what new insights might
inform our future.
I will continue to take an active role
in the organising of the National
Gathering through membership of
the working group from whichever
state is hosting it, and co-ordinating
a national workshop in the nonGathering years. I will have overall
oversight for ACT Vic TAS and
WA, for the spirituality and justice
areas of spirituality and worship and
ecumenism and interfaith. I want to
encourage the national body – the
council - to take on responsibility
for those things that go to the life of
the Community across the country
so as to allow the state groups to be
the lifeblood of the community, to
recruit and mentor new members and
friends and, much as they are doing
now, to govern and take responsibility
for their own life. I also want to build
connections with like communities to
ourselves in Australia and this part of
the world.
I am deeply grateful to Janelle for
agreeing to nominate as Deputy
Leader. I am very pleased and grateful
that Neil Holm has been elected to the
role of Secretary and has agreed to take
responsibility for the national office.
This will make my task so much easier.
I want also to thank Helen Menzies,
Jim Tulip, Linda Murray and Clabon
Allen for their willingness to serve
on council this year, and to all state
contacts and leaders of the various
Spirituality and Justice areas. Marion
Gilmour remains as Treasurer, and I
thank her on behalf of us all for her
continuing work.
I also thank David Sloane, who is
unable to take an active role in the
leadership of the community at the
moment and has stepped down from
his work as Deputy Leader. Please
pray for David as he attends to other
very urgent and important things in
his own life.
I am very conscious I have big shoes to
fill, with some splendid Leaders having
preceded me. I particularly want to
thank Neil, on behalf of us all for his
inspired, wise, thoughtful and downto-earth leadership. May the Holy
Spirit give wings to all our prayers

Ordained life in the Anglican Church
has seen me serve in a rich variety of
diverse ministries – rural Western
Australia, Papua New Guinea,
Tasmania and suburban Melbourne.
In 2006 I moved into non-stipendiary
ministry when I took a job as a
transcriptionist and court reporter –
which is the work I still do. Stories
of struggle, hope and pain are the
rhythm and pattern of my daily work.
I think it must have been in the 90s
during my time in Tasmania when
I first became captivated by the
Celtic influences starting to take root
again in some parts of the church,
and especially through the music
ministry of John Bell and his team.
But I realised that for me it goes a
lot deeper when, early in 2003, I
discovered an Irish strand running
through our family tree. My greatgreat grandfather came to Port Phillip
as a boy of 15 with his two sisters and
his parents, escaping the depravations
of life in the north of Ireland in the
1840s. They all spoke Gaelic as their
mother tongue.
Which brings me back to Wellspring.
I am, at one level, a relative newcomer
to Wellspring, but at so many other
levels it speaks to my roots as an
Australian Christian and to the
consistent passions that have weaved
their way into the fabric of my life
since childhood – music, prayer and
church life, love of the created world,
and, in later life, Nordic style knitting.
My first task will be to get to know
the community by visiting as many
cell groups as I can in the first year or
so. New South Wales and Western
Australia and of course Tasmania are
on the immediate horizon as I write.
I want to encourage dialogue and
reflection throughout the community
through the introduction of a Leaders
blog and to move our website to a
simpler and more useable format
so that both can be a useful and
important instrument through which
community life can flourish. Along
with Pipeline, I would hope both
these instruments of communication
will help us to discern a theological
underpinning for Wellspring, looking
to what has strengthened us in the
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and guide all our endeavours in this
next year. May that same comforting
Spirit guide your endeavours too, and
give you courage to go where it leads.
Alex Scutt (Day 22)

Greetings from the
Deputy Leader

Janelle Macgregor
Hello again. It is a privilege to
return to leadership in the position of
Deputy, both to support Alex and to
have renewed contact with folk across
the Community while I continue
as Contact Person for Healing and
Hospitality and Contact Person for
our Western Australia group.
My role will be to have particular
connections with the Queensland
cell group, the various NSW groups,
the South Australian group, Isolated
Friends and Members, and with Lisa
in her role as Contact Person for
Sustainability. A significant task will
be oversight of the data base. I am also
part of the editorial group for Pipeline
and will have oversight of the progress
of our publication.
Our next edition of Pipeline will
include the theme of the 2017
Gathering – Experiencing Struggle
and Hope. Please forward articles,
reflections, prayers, poems and/or art
works of your experiences to share with
the Community through Pipeline.
You might like to link your responses
to the theme to your justice concerns
and interests. The closing date will be
Friday 25 August and I look forward
to receiving your contributions.
I hope to see many of you at the
Gathering in Launceston. Meantime,
love and blessings to you all.
Janelle Macgregor (Day 29)
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Reconciliation
the restoration of some housing and
farming of the land. We were able
to enjoy a barbecue there before the
weather broke and the rains came
down.
There is another aboriginal community
on Cabbage Tree Island, which is an
island created by the meandering river.
We met in the school, which had just
been dismissed and sent home to avoid
the approaching storm. It was already
raining so we could not walk around
the island but heard the stories of
three aunties and a very elderly uncle
who told us an all-too-familiar story
of the experiences of their early years
and a struggle to obtain education.
One of the aunties had received
theological training at Nungalinya
College and had the eloquence to
prove the effectiveness of that training.
The other two are studying at the
Aboriginal Theological College near
Cairns. The church is alive and well in
the communities, even if it is not quite
what we might recognise a traditional
Uniting Church style.

Walking on Bundjalung
Country, March 2017
We joined a Uniting Church
Aboriginal Congress trip to northern
NSW, mainly around Casino, called
‘Walking with Bundalong people’. It
was a valuable opportunity to meet
Aboriginal Christians in their home
country and appreciate their culture.
That area was dominated by four
families, who were impressive in their
social cohesion and their commitment
to their traditional culture and to their
Christian faith. We started in Taree
and visited the Saltwater National
Park near Taree, where we learned
about the commitment to the care
of the land, and the varieties of ‘bush
tucker’. We were told of the efforts
to restore the use of ‘language’ and
to teach the children, mindful of the
fact that for many years the use and
teaching were forbidden. This was
another example of the dominance of
the white immigrants as they interfered
and disrupted a viable way of life.
Then we were taken to the Kinchela
Boys Home, with its sad history of
abuse, neglect and lies that were told
the parents of the ‘stolen generation’.
It is now a rehabilitation centre for
drug and alcohol abusers, a happy
place where young men are given
new hope as well as training. The
young man who conducted us was
very appreciative of the help he was
receiving, while admitting he had
lapsed once and then returned for a
second attempt, and he seemed to be
doing well.
Tabulam and Jabulam and Jubal
communities were next, with a café
and aboriginal art gallery, evidence
of the entrepreneurship being shown.
In the evening of that day we visited
the Casino Uniting Church and heard
from Rev Peter Boughen, officially
‘retired’ but working more than full
time working with former young
offenders on their release from custody,
in a program to give them training and
get them into employment. While
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it was an impressive achievement, it
raised questions of the effectiveness of
a ‘one-man-show’, and of the issue of
the need to involve more people.
Next day, Lismore and the Aboriginal
Land Council. - Lismore, so soon to
be engulfed in flood waters. Then
Nimbin, now the centre of hippyland,
where we visited an aboriginal social
centre and appreciated the art skills of
a young man who had fairly recently
come to painting. The late afternoon
was spent at Cubawee, a plot of land
recently returned to the custodianship
of the Aboriginal community. It had
been aboriginal land with a thriving
community, farming and caring for it.
Diane Roberts, chair of the Aboriginal
Congress, had lived there as a girl,
gone to school, been subject to some
of the discrimination that was the lot
of so many Koori people at that time.
They had been driven from the land
which was their ancestral inheritance,
and were now rejoicing that it had
been returned to their custody. At
the moment there is no more than a
field near the river with a basic shedlike structure, but there are plans for

A final comment about the church in
the aboriginal communities – what
we experienced was very much old
fashioned evangelical style, with music
that owed more to the US than to
Uniting Church. But it was alive and
had the participation of young people
and children. In Purfleet near Taree
we were there at the end of a kids’
week which produced some creative
art work, with Superman (aka Jesus)
as a prominent feature. Some leaders
had studied at distant Nungalinya
(ecumenical) College in Darwin. We
learned that three Aboriginal students

Diane Roberts with her husband.
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are just commencing studies at North
Parramatta (formerly known as UTC)
which is a very hopeful sign for the
future.
We were very grateful to the organisers
and leaders who gave us such an
insight into some very important work
among our First Nation brothers and
sisters.
Margaret Allen (Day 20)

the gift of the parks and facilities along
the rivers, but also created wildlife
corridors. Wetlands and breeding
areas are conserved, and land and
water birds are abundant. Natural
bushlands flourish and we can picnic
in this autumn time amongst the
wattles coming into bloom, Geraldton
waxes starting to blush with colour,
and the stately banksias beginning to
display their amazing flowers.

Sustainability

In Western Australia we are very
conscious of our natural environment
and its complexity and fragility. Most
of our state is considered desert and
we experience climatic extremes and
severe weather events with our face
to the wide Indian Ocean all the
way north to the tropics. The southwest corner of WA is a hot spot of
biodiversity renowned world-wide as
unique for its immense number of
species.

With Gratitude for our
Environment
This year Perth has enjoyed the most
wonderful autumn: temperatures in
the mid-20s and magical sunsets.
These past two months, David and I
have taken advantage of the weather
to enjoy Sunday evening picnics.
Perth is blessed to have three rivers
(Helena, Canning, Swan) which join
together to create our very beautiful
waterways. The Swan River, Derbarl
Yerrigan, runs for 60 kms from the
hills to the north-east of the city,
across the broad sand plain on which
the city is built, to empty into the
ocean at Fremantle.
Local Governments up and down the
rivers have created almost continuous
parks, reserves, recreation areas,
and walking and cycle paths. On a
Sunday afternoons, we pack David’s
West Coast Eagles cooler bag with
our meal and my Fremantle Dockers
bag with our thermos, and off we go
for a peaceful hour or two.
Working together, the Local
Governments have not only given us

David and Janelle Macgregor.
The Federal Government has given
leases to oil and gas companies for
geological survey and exploration in
the Bight. BP/Statoil withdrew its
lease in October last year (three cheers
for BP on this occasion!) but Santos,
Murphy and Chevron/Texaco retain
their leases.
Imagine – just imagine – what an
oil spill in the Bight could achieve/
destroy! Sea life would be confounded,
including the Right Whales attracted
to breed in the Bight by the
exceptionally super-rich zooplankton
in the area. The Coorong and its bird
life would be degraded. Sea-based
industries would collapse. Cities,
towns, villages would be devastated.
Even the desert to the north of the
Nullarbor would suffer the effects.

To journey to where the rest of you
live, we have to cross broad expanses
of desert. Although we can go up and
across ‘The Top’, the most commonly
travelled route is over the Nullarbor,
paralleling the Southern Ocean. On
the Indian-Pacific train trip, the
expanse of barren country can be
well viewed. Flights from Sydney,
Melbourne and Canberra cross over
the Great Australian Bight. By car,
the road touches the shoreline of the
Bight with its spectacular cliffs, up
to 60 metres high, bearing the brunt
of Antarctic winds. Some estimates
are that the Bight is 1160 kilometres
long, from Cape Pasley in WA to
Cape Carnot in SA, but its influence
extends along our entire southern
coast and to Tasmania.

Cliffs of the Bight.
If the Bight is the last reserve we have in
and around our continent, then it must
remain a reserve - a preserve – God’s
preserve. I have empathy for those
voices who say we must look after our
environment for future generations.
No argument from me. But there
are other reasons to look after the
environment. One is that it is the right
thing to do. Another is that looking
after the environment is, in itself, a
prayer of thanksgiving for the beauty
we enjoy. Yet a third is our gratitude
for the abundance the environment
contributes to our daily living.

The Swan
River and
Perth
Skyline
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Modlin to AGM in April, 2017: In the
2015/16 membership year we endorsed
seven faith groups as Fair Trade Faith
Groups: Anglican Church of Goulburn,
Byron Bay Uniting Church, Emmanuel
Uniting Church, Grace Community
Goulburn, Leichhardt Uniting Church,
The Anglican Parish of Bangalow
and Wellspring Community. (bold
added)
Fair Trade Conference 2018 - Many
fair traders and fair trade advocates
beaver away in relative isolation. To
bring them together for information,
sharing and encouragement we are
holding a Fair Trade Conference in
Queanbeyan, NSW. More details
later.
John Martin (Day 26)

Now is the time, and we are the agents
ordained to conserve creation. We
simply cannot live without it.
The heavens declare the glory of God;
the sky proclaims its builder’s craft.
One day to the next conveys that
message;
one night to the next imparts that
knowledge.
There is no word or sound; no voice
is heard;
yet their report goes forth through all
the earth,
their message, to the ends of the
world.
Psalm 19: 2-5a (NAB)
Janelle Macgregor (Day 29)

FAIRTRADE UPDATE
On a recent visit to Melbourne
I attended morning worship at
the Brunswick Uniting Church.
Afterwards I lined up at the servery
for my coffee. As the lady behind the
counter poured it I asked. “Is this fair
trade coffee?” The instant response
was “Of course, this is Brunswick!”
She seemed affronted that I should
even have to ask. In Brunswick the
default. What about elsewhere?
New Book - Son of Brisbane
Wellspring Friend Doris Cornford
(PD 16), Jonathan Cornford has
produced a book: Coming Back to
Earth. It is a perceptive analysis of our
culture and the impact we are having
on the planet. He gently challenges
us to adjust our lifestyle drawing on a
Biblical understanding of creation, our
cities and consumer habits. Jonathan
is a great advocate of the Guide to
Ethical Supermarket Shopping which
of course incorporates fair trade. See
www.shopethical.org.au . For more on
Jonathan Cornford see Manna Gum
of which he is a co-founder.
http://www.mannagum.org.au

Peace and
Justice
AAANZ Mailing
Equipping saints
for the work
of service.

The contact person for the area of
Peace and Social Justice is Mark Hurst
(Day 28). Mark prepares a weekly
newsletter, AAANZ Mailing, which
follows the RCL (Revised Common
Lectionary) and gives a range of
articles appropriate to the readings for
each Sunday.

“Lest We Forget”

Yasmin Abdel-Magied’s Anzac Day
tweet caused much anguish. Among
many protest cries, Minister Peter
Dutton reminded us that Anzac Day
is our “most sacrosanct” day – a day
more sacred than any other, a day so
holy that it must not be desecrated by
linking the phrase “Lest We Forget”
with current concerns about refugees.
It must not be linked with any hint
that we might offer sanctuary to
“huddled masses yearning to breathe
free.”
“Lest We Forget” is a refrain in
Rudyard Kipling’s “Recessional,” first
published in 1897. Kipling wrote
the poem as a comment on Queen
Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee. Literary
critic Douglas Kerr wrote that Kipling,
awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature
in 1907, was an “incomparable, if
controversial, interpreter of how
empire is experienced.”

The articles are broad in scope and
make stimulating reading. They are
especially helpful for those preparing
worship or study. Weekly features are
Henri Nouwen Reflections, Howard
Thurman Meditations and EcoJustice notes.
If you would like to receive Mark’s
mailout, contact him via details in the
Prayer Diary or Directory.
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Fair Trade Association Chair, Gregg
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The poem, by a highly regarded
member of the Establishment,
commented on a most significant
national event and, to some extent,
directed attention away from the
event itself to warn of the dangers of
boasting and jingoism. Jingoism is
an extreme form of nationalism that
focuses on strong national identity
and an even stronger assertion of
full sovereignty over the homelands
and associated territory. A highly
developed sense of national pride
and patriotism accompanies these
characteristics of jingoism.
Our
attitude towards Anzac Day and our
determination to ensure strong border
protection exhibits some elements of
jingoism.
Abdel-Magied was in good company
when she used “Lest We Forget”
to direct attention to important
national issues that are by no means
inconsistent with the deeper meanings
of Anzac Day. These meanings
include freedom, liberty, peace, and
protection of the vulnerable.
Abdel-Magied was not the only
commentator to link “Lest We Forget”
with issues other than Anzac Day.
Historian Tom Griffiths reported that,

I support the right to free speech.
In speaking out, Christians are
encouraged to act with gentleness, one
of the fruits of the Spirit. In Matthew
11:29, Jesus advises the disciples to
learn from him because he is gentle
and humble. In 2 Corinthians 10:1,
Paul pleads with his readers to listen
to him because he is gentle, gracious,
and humble. Gentleness and humility
go hand in hand. These virtues guard
against an attitude of superiority and
behaviour that is overbearing and selfrighteous.
I believe that Abdel-Magied’s
simple tweet was written in a spirit
of gentleness. She wanted to draw
attention to the victims of war and
conflict rather than valorise the
protagonists. She diverted attention
from the sometimes proud way
in which Anzac Day is celebrated.
Although not a Christian, like Christ
in Matthew 25, she turned her
attention to the plight of the lonely,
alienated, and in prison. On the other
hand, I believe that Peter Dutton’s
comments and those of many other
commentators anything but gentle
and humble.		
Neil Holm (Day 26)

prior to Gallipoli in 1913, Western
Australians even inscribed the phrase
on a monument to explorers killed
by Aborigines. In 2014 and 2015,
many articles linked the phrase with
historian Henry Reynolds’ book,
“The Other Side of the Frontier,”
in which he championed Aborigines
killed in the frontier wars as “Anzacs.”
These articles failed to attract the
fierce condemnation directed toward
Abdul-Magied. Are we becoming
more precious about Anzac Day or
did something else lie behind the
degree of condemnation?
I don’t know the answers to those
questions. Rod Benson, Ethicist and
Public Theologian at Morling College,
Sydney, and Public Affairs Director
for the NSW Council of Churches,
commented that, “I respect the right
to speak freely, and I have a lot of
reservations about ANZAC Day,
the mythology developing around it,
and the pseudo-religious rituals often
associated with it.” In response, David
Green said, “Australians are overly
precious about Anzac Day and I find
it quite refreshing that someone . . .
has the guts to speak out regardless of
whether I agree with what she said.”

Spirituality and Worship

The Parable of
the Two Windmills
I know of a farm that had two
windmills. Both were situated over
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pumping the water up to supply the
troughs for the farmer’s thirsty sheep.
Times change and the farmer, in
his wisdom, decided that wind was
unreliable. So he dismantled all
the blades and instead put down a
modern submersible pump powered
by a diesel motor. But this meant that
he had to be always around to fuel up
the motor. The belt drive often gave
trouble which necessitated getting
a mechanic out from town. In the
meantime the water troughs went dry.
So the farmer, in his wisdom, decided
to get an electric motor to power the
pump. At great cost he got the electric
power connected to the mill but found
someone had to be always around to
switch on the power. Not only was
this inconvenient but he found that
his power costs soared.

wells that were dug around 100
years ago. The first one was known
as the ‘white well’ because it was dug
through white kaolin clay. The other
was known as the ‘wool shed’ well as
it was near a 10 stand wool shed. Both
tapped an underground water stream
at a depth of about 30 metres. The
water from both was good drinking
water for the farmer’s sheep.
A severe storm hit the windmill at the
‘white well’ and the superstructure
was badly damaged. All the blades
were left lying on the ground. Hence
the mill could not pump water as it
could not catch the wind and so it was
abandoned. The ‘wool shed mill’ was
also hit by the storm but fortunately
only suffered minor damage. The
power of the wind overcame the loss
of a few blades and the wind mill kept
E

•

J

U

N

E

2

0

1

7

•

P

A

G

E

7

Times change and the farmer, in
his wisdom, decided to install solar
panels. These would generate cheap
power from the sun. This arrangement
worked well during a long hot
summer but in winter when the skies
were cloudy, the water troughs were
dry again. [This was before battery
storage came on the scene]. So the
farmer, with greater wisdom, decided
to put the blades back on the windmill
to catch the wind. He had come to
realize that the wind blew to a greater
or lesser extent day and night, summer
and winter. So the farmer found he
had water all the year round and it
cost him nothing! 		
It has been suggested that the wind
mill is an apt symbol for the Church in
Australia. As we all know, it is also the
logo for the Wellspring Community.
Wind, in the Scriptures is a symbol
for the Holy Spirit. [John 3:8, Acts
2:1-4]. Perhaps, we in the Church
[and in Wellspring] need to put the
blades back on the wind mill, and like
the farmer, trust more in ‘The Wind’.
David Sloane (Day 17)

or ‘desert’ we discover what is most
essential and true. Eremos provides a
forum and support for individuals and
groups to explore, express and deepen
their spirituality in a contemporary
Australian context.
From the beginning, Eremos has
recognised that Australian spirituality
is often expressed through our writers
and artists. The quarterly EREMOS
magazine is the ‘meeting ground’
for our members. It offers fresh
insights, evocative challenges and
encouragement to persevere in the
journey of spiritual awareness within
a contemporary Australian context.
It contains articles, poetry, graphics,
news, reviews and networking
information. You will find honest
stories in its pages. You will find
articles on ecological concerns, writers
struggling with unbelief, contributions
from those concerned with inequity
and marginalised groups, writers
from other faiths sharing how their
traditions address universal human
challenges and Christians coming to
terms with the failures of Christendom
as the same time as holding that Jesus
remains a paradigm of inclusive
leadership for these times.

A little while ago Eremos contacted
Neil asking for information about
Wellspring Community for a
series in their newsletter about
spirituality groups in Australia.
Here is information from Eremos
for us.

Eremos Institute is an ecumenical
association with its roots in
Christianity. Eremos was founded in
1982 and expressed its aims in two
simple slogans:
• deepening Christian spirituality
and
• helping Christians to understand
and contribute to Australian society.
‘Eremos’ is Greek for ‘wilderness’ or
‘desert place’. The desert is a major
source of spiritual inspiration in the
Bible. It is in entering the ‘wilderness’
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One of the few places that
intelligent faith is explored
beyond the confines of church
or creed yet deeply informed by
Biblical truths and the spiritual
currents of our time.

Public lectures, seminars and
workshops are held regularly in the
Sydney area. They provide forums
for Eremos to ‘keep the rumour of
God alive’ in the public sphere. These
events are open to all, with members
paying a reduced rate. Video tapes
of recent Eremos events, including
James Alison, Val Webb and an event
held in 2016 ‘Exploring the Religious
Conflicts in Syria and Iraq’ are
available on the Eremos website.

Eremos Institute
Exploring Spirituality in Australia

P

retreat offerings are held each year in
the Sydney area, the Blue Mountains
and beyond. The retreats are open to
all, with members paying a reduced
rate.
Check out our website for more
information and subscribe to the free
Eremos newsletter.
Rosalind Bradley www.eremos.org.au

Rachel Kohn
The Eremos network is
magnanimous in mind, heart
and spirit – it has a wildness
about it that is irresistible to
the adventuresome. An oasis
for sustenance, renewal, shared
understanding.

Eremos is not just an organisation
but also a community. It provides
opportunities for people to connect
with others in discussion groups
throughout Australia, through our
website and Facebook page. Lively
and considered discussion about
issues, events and articles is welcome.

Noel Davis

Eremos has always stressed the
importance of spiritual practices.
Retreats provide an opportunity
for personal reflection, community
building and renewal. A variety of
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Book Review

Brian D, McLaren, The Great Spiritual
Migration: How the world’s largest
religion is seeking a better way to be
Christian, (Hodder and Stoughton
2016).
As a Uniting Church minister in
Western Sydney, I know the struggles
of the church in this current age.
We have many ageing and declining
congregations. These are faithful
people who meet regularly and
stubbornly, resisting all the forces
around them. As the Presbytery
Chairperson for this region, I admire
their capacity to endure and not give
in. I also recognise that many of
these small congregations (and some
larger ones as well) are increasingly
irrelevant to the wider society. They
are increasingly serving the needs of
the faithful who come but steadfastly
refuse to engage in a gospel or
mission that speaks to the world
around them. I am not suggesting
the common movement towards
gimmicks and populist religion that
seems so superficial. I am seeking to
help these congregations find a way
to express the gospel of Jesus (ie, His
proclamation of God’s Reign) in the
language of today’s world and in forms
that are culturally and contextually
meaningful. This is one of the great
challenges for the modern church.
Someone recommended this new
book from Brian McLaren. I have
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Film Review

read several of his previous books and
found them pertinent, challenging,
hopeful and enlightening. I picked
this up and began reading. Soon I was
enthralled and challenged. Much of
the early chapters were not new ideas
to me but confirmed for me things I
had wrestled with and sought to help
congregations grasp. The essence of
his book is that Christianity, from
Jesus’ call to follow through the early
church, was always a way of life.
Christian faith, following Jesus, was
about a new life lived in love. Love
was/is the essence of Jesus’ message,
embraced and developed in Paul
(think of 1 Corinthians 13). Jesus
invites hearers to love God with all
our being and that the deep expression
of this is in loving our neighbours
– and there is no limit to who our
neighbour may be! McLaren speaks
of the great need in our world for love
of neighbour, self, earth and God.

Lasse Hallström,
A Dog’s Purpose, 2017

If we reverse the word dog we gain
insight into the attributes that endear
these special companions to those
who love them. It reminds me of
everything my dogs have taught me
about love and about God.
The constancy of a love so
unconditional; a love that watches as
you leave, waits so faithfully and runs
to meet you when you return; a love
that comforts in illness, consoles in
loneliness; a love that is always present.
This film is unabashedly for these
people; our spiritual and emotional
connecctions are explored via the story
of one dog’s various reincarnations and
how living and giving with humans
allows the true purpose of a dog’s life
to be revealed. Although emotions
are exploited through poinant music
and images dog lovers will relate to the
difficult goodbyes to a loved pet and
the joy and companionship they bring.
The final revelation of a dog’s purpose
is so appropriate to those of us seeking
a closer relationship to the spiritual
meaning of life. In loving , extending
ourselves for others and living in the
now we too can find our true purpose.
The dogs steal the movie and the
humans are largely irrelevant. We are
reminded that the unconditional love
of our dogs reflects our relationship
with God and all of Creation.
I commend this movie to anyone
who has shared their life with a furry
messenger of God’s love .
Linda Murray (Day 29)

McLaren speaks of how Constantine’s
embracing of Christianity in the
4th century converted a faith and
way of life into a belief system that
learned how to use violence against
those expressed differing beliefs or
were different in some significant
ways. He describes, for example,
how the Christian Church embraced
and encouraged violence, terrorism,
colonialism and the murder of
indigenous peoples across the earth.
For McLaren the mainstream church
has lost it’s way, forgotten how to
live as the people of God who are
different, communal, loving, just
and concerned for all people and
the earth itself. This book has been
a refreshing and challenging read. I
recognise that the world around me
in Western Sydney needs something
different, something deeper that isn’t
about prosperity, wealth, ambition,
violence, fear and suspicion. We need
a way of living that is just, hopeful,
inclusive, peaceful and embraced in
God’s love. This book provides good
wisdom and refreshing honesty. It is
hopeful for the church as we engage
the contemporary world and seek
to live in the way of Jesus.
Geoff Stevenson (Day 20)
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Healing and Hospitality
Besta will feature
at the Gathering

Struggle and Hope - 2017 Gathering
closing date 3 July 2017

At the Gathering 2017 Besta Poni
Peter will share with us her experiences
of growing up in South Sudan and
later settling in Tasmania as a refugee
and now a community leader. Here
are a few of her experiences of struggle
and hope.

of the history of Tasmania and some
may say all of us.

Our special
time together
is fast approaching
and registration is
due by 3rd July.

We will be blessed with the
contribution of Aboriginal elder
Patsy Cameron, Besta Poni Peter
and our own Lisa Wriley who
will inform and encourage us to
recognise the hope in our struggles
to make a better world.

Please consider making the trip
to Tasmania for four days of
enrichment of our journey together
as we explore our core business of
making Spirituality and Justice
meet within ourselves and our
community.

The lovely information brochure
and registration form has been
posted to everyone and Jan is
awaiting our responses.

The before and after tours, suggested
by Jan, make it possible to have a
full Tasmanian experience whilst in
a most special part of Australia.

Any general inquiries can be
addressed to the Gathering
Co-Ordinator Alan Bawden.
kathrynalan@bigpond.com
0408 383 255

The theme, Experiences of Struggle
and Hope, captures well the paradox

At school Besta Poni Peter wrote her
answers in the dirt because she had
no money to buy a note book and
pencil. She had one pair of shoes and
her chair was a rock in the shade of a
mango tree, her school a grass house.
Growing up in Sudan alone, after the
deaths of her parents and brother,
all she had was the support of the
people around her and an unwavering
focus – she was going to complete her
education and do something with her
life. Those years of going without
have crystallised Besta’s resolve to give
back.

Sow the seed of love
into the hearts of those
who are lonely.
Sow the seed of peace
into the hearts of those
who are anxious.
Sow a seed of joy
into the hearts of those
who are mournful.
Sow a seed of hope
into the hearts of those
who are hope-less
that, fed and watered
in your spirit’s flow
might germinate
and in due time, blossom.

When Besta arrived in Australia with
her husband John Luate in July 2003
as a refugee, she was pregnant, she
spoke limited English and had to
learn to navigate new laws, new food,
everything. After just three weeks
she was out looking for work. Still
pregnant, she joined the Red Cross at
Launceston General Hospital, doing
laundry, working at the canteen and
visiting patients. That wasn’t enough

© John Birch, faithandworship.com

For more of John Birch’s beautiful prayers see his website
(faithandworship.com) or follow him on Facebook.
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Besta “walks the road” with people
reaching the end of their time.
In December 2016 Besta was awarded
the Tasmanian Human Rights
Individual Award for her work
with refugees who have arrived in
Australia, fractured and uncertain in
a new world, and for her project that
seeks to support four schools in South
Sudan. Besta knows the difference
just one person can make.
Following the death of her parents
when she was young Besta was raised

for her – she went to University, still
struggling with English, in order to
obtain qualifications in Social Work.
“I worked at the Migrant Resource
Centre for five years as a case worker,
then I did work in Family Violence
for a year”, she said. At the Migrant
Resource Centre Besta drew on her
own experiences to support others
finding a new life in Australia, helping
them to navigate the new culture.
Now, as an oncology social worker
at the Launceston General Hospital,

by her auntie. The care and support of
one person – Auntie – made a lifetime
of difference for Besta. “Without her,
there wouldn’t be me.”, said Besta.
Auntie, who had returned to South
Sudan in 2016, died there early in
2017 and Besta grieves her death while
being grateful for the inspiration and
legacy Auntie has left her.
Besta continues to give back to both
her homes – Australia and South
Sudan.		
Alan Bawden (Day 7)

Ecumenical and Interfaith
Launch of Give Us A Sign,
the annual promotion of a
contemporary theme by the
Newcastle Ecumenical
Social Justice Network

Pastor Ray Minniecon spoke on
Friday 5th May at Jesmond Park
Uniting Church to launch Give Us
a Sign 2017 which has the theme:
Standing Together with the First
Peoples of Australia. He challenged
the members of churches to take
seriously the rights of the First Peoples,
particularly in relation to their prior
ownership of what is “stolen land.”
He gave us “an alternative view of
history.”
Ray outlined the European sense
of cultural superiority which has
been appropriated by the Christian
churches saying this enabled them to
justify the invasion and occupation
of land which had been home to
a nation of people with a 50,000
year history. He argued that this
violation of human rights of the
many nations of indigenous peoples
had been supported on a theological
basis by the Doctrine of Discovery,
in combination with the Doctrine
of Terra Nullius. He took time to
explain each of these.
The Doctrine of Discovery has a
biblical basis in the Old Testament,
with the same erroneous justification

Pastor Ray Minniecon
Pastor Ray Minniecon is a
descendant of the Kabi Kabi
nation and the Gurang Gurang
nation of South-East Queensland,
and a descendant of the South Sea
Islander people of Ambrym Island
in present day Vanuatu.
Ray is NSW Resource Worker for
the Uniting Aboriginal & Islander
Christian Congress (UAICC), the
national First Peoples group in
the Uniting Church in Australia.
Ray’s career includes Pastor and
Director of Crossroads Aboriginal
Ministries, Chairperson of the
Sydney Anglican Indigenous
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being later incorporated into the
Koran. He described five attributes of
this doctrine, which I will attempt to
summarise:

People’s Committee. He helped
establish the Murdoch University
Aboriginal Education Unit and
had 12 years with World Vision
Australia’s Indigenous programs.
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• invaded nations take on the
values, culture and religious beliefs
of the invaders;
• biblical accounts of illustrating
God’s support for the capture of
land justified such acts;
• the stories of the Hebrew
nation document the stages of
appropriation of land for nation
building;
• the Christian Church inherited
this tradition, becoming an intrinsic
part of the history of European
exploration and construction of
empires; and
• the church then used the biblical
accounts of the nation of Israel
and a supportive narrative, for the
subjugation of those who were
invaded.
Ray gave contemporary examples such
as the establishment of Apartheid in
South Africa, the US domination
of Central America, plus its desire
to invade countries further afield,
and the current Israeli occupation of
Palestinian territories.
Ray quoted several biblical passages
in support of his thesis, such as
Deuteronomy 32, when the words of
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Moses justified the allocation of all
lands to the twelve sons of Israel as
being the will of God. He took time
to refer to edicts of various popes in
support of the Doctrine of Discovery,
such as “Dum Divergas,” which backs
the violation of human rights in the
continuing subjugation of indigenous
peoples.

(meaning ‘sovereign’ in the
languages of the First Peoples) of
these lands and waters since time
immemorial

compared it to two greatly different
national constitutions, those of the
Swiss Confederation and the new
South Africa, both of which are
worthy on emulation.

The First Peoples had already
encountered the Creator God
before the arrival of the colonisers;
the Spirit was already in the land
revealing God to the people through
law, custom and ceremony. The
same love and grace that was finally
and fully revealed in Jesus Christ
sustained the First Peoples and gave
them particular insights into God’s
ways.

He also considered the positive
nature of the new Preamble to the
Constitution, and Basis of Union of
the Uniting Church in Australia. The
first three clauses of the Preamble
acknowledge the presence of God’s
spirit in the land before the arrival of
European settlers.

The Doctrine of Terra Nullius was
devised at the time of the British
conquest of its empire. This allowed
the European invaders to claim land
on one of the following bases: it
was uninhabited; or, if inhabited,
the permission of the occupants was
granted; or if that was denied, then
taken over by violent means. It is not
clear which excuse was used in the
case of “the great south land of the
holy spirit.”

When the churches that formed
the Uniting Church arrived in
Australia, as part of the process of
colonisation they entered a land that
had been created and sustained by
the Triune God they knew in Jesus
Christ.

Pastor Ray suggested this statement
should be an example for the debate
on proposed changes to the Australian
Constitution, and the forthcoming
debate on Constitutional Change.
He advocated acceptance of the desire
for a Treaty with the First Peoples
of the land. Time will tell which
alternative is acceptable to the people
of contemporary Australia.

Through this land God had nurtured
and sustained the First Peoples of
this country, the Aboriginal and
Islander peoples, who continue to
understand themselves to be the
traditional owners and custodians

Ray described the Aboriginal protest
in the language of Habakkuk’s
complaint: “How long O Lord must
I cry out for help?” A biblical parallel
he offered was the stealing of Naboth’s
vineyard, by King Ahab. While Ahab
later received his just deserts the British
invaders seem to have prospered by
their evil acts. It was not until the
case for Aboriginal Land Rights was
upheld in the Australian High Court
in 1992 that the doctrine of Terra
Nullius was finally laid to rest.

Summary prepared by:
Doug Hewitt (Day 9)

Pastor Ray then gave considerable
time to an analysis of the racist
and discriminatory nature of the
Australian Constitution of 2001 and
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